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NORTH FLORIDA COUNCIL
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

521 South Edgcwill ivcnucl Jacksonville, FL 32205

Mr. Paul Ernst March 25, 1991
1325 Walnut Hill Lane

PO Box 152079

Irving, Texas 75015-2079

Dear Paul:

We have received your note of March 19, regarding Russell S. Peterson,
who is listed in the Boy Scouts "ineligible volunteer" file and was a former
member of the North Florida Council.

I wanted to be certain that you have in your records that Peterson has
officially changed his last name to Welch and his future identity may well
reference as Russell S. Welch rather than Peterson.

We continue to get some feedback from Scouters regarding his activities
in his district and there has been nothing to date that we’re aware of that
would suggest that he feels he is a part of the Boy Scouts of America.

a1y Ayours,

o

[y—
St.e/ven K. Moore
Director of Support Service
cc: James D. Wilson

Jim Terry
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March 19, 199

Mr. James J. Terry
Scout Executive
North Florida Council, No. 87

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: RUSSELL S. PETERSON

Dear Jim:

A recent check of our Ineligible Volunteer File against the National Eagle
Scout Association indicated that the above named individual is presently a

member of NESA.

This individual is Jisted on our Ineligibie Volunteer File and will not he
permitted to register with the Boy Scouts of America. We wanted you to be
aware of this, so that the individual cannot participate in any activities
with the council, simply because he is a member of NESA. He should not
participate in any leadership capacity or assume any responsibility in the Boy
Scouts of America. He could participate as a parent if he has a san or
daughter involved.

We wanted to make you aware of this, so you would not inveoive him. Let us
know 1f you have any questions.

Sincerely,

AL T TR ik

Paul Ernst, Director et 13 1991
Registration and Statistical Service
ERIN Q'RILEY

eko

cc: James 0. Wilson, Southeast Region,
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February 4, 1991

Mr. James J. Terry
Scout Executive
North Florida Council, No. 87

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: RUSSELL S. PETERSON

Oear Jim:

Thank you for the detatled information sent concerning the above Scouter.
This case has been reviewed with our attorney and is now on our permanent
Ineligible Volunteer File.

Sincerely,

Paul Ernst, Oirector

Registration and Statistical Service KEAUY FUR Filk
eko FEB 041991
cc: James D. Wilson, Southeast Region ERIN ORILEY
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NORTH FLORIDA COUNCIL
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

521 S. Edgewood Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida 32205-5359

Ocala, Florida 32670
RE: Russell S. Peterson
Dear Mr. Reicht:

I have been touch with the National Council of Boy Scouts
of America in Dallas, Texas, regarding your request for Russell]
Peterson's limited participation in Scouting per your letter of
November 25, 1990.

It was indicated that there is no change in the status of
the Boy Scouts of America as outlined in Mr. Terry's letter to
Russell of October 8, 1990.

Sincerely, - .
¥

;//
“Steven K. Moore

Director of Support Service

—
bc: Paul Ernst’

Jim Wilson
File
SKM/bg
@ Agency of Alachua, Columbia, Marion, Northeast Fiorida and St. johns County United Ways.
A United Way Serving the North Florida Counties of: Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Clay, Columbia, Duval, Gilchrist, Hamilton,
Agency Levy, Marion, Nassau, Putnam, St. Johns, Suwannee, and Union.
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Necembar 7, 1990

Mr. Steveon K. loore
Diresctor of Sunpnrt Services
Morth Florida Council, Mo. 17

PHERSCMUAT, AND CONFIDFMTIAL SURJECT: RUSSEL S, PETFRSON (WRLCH)

Daagr Steve:

I have roviewed vour note of MHovembar 28, and the lettar from Attnroney James
Ralch dated Mavemhar 25, -

We have had a firm pollcy that we will not reeistar a parmon {n aone pngition
and refuce them tngistration in an other pasftlon., It (s felt by our
attornevs and our adminiatration thet vou cannol saparate these {tews, and 1t
would very difficult to monitor and make certain a person swas ceelatersd only
in certain poasitions with the Loy Saouts of Amerira.

ue to the circumstancea at hond, we are, thornfore, raquesting that Mr,
Prterson not be registered wit“ the Bov Secouts. He would not te the rola

model that we would want far leaders of voutrh membhern.

Plaaase Ao nof henftate to call If vov have any que<rinnas concerning this.

Sincerely,

Paul Rrnst, Nirector
Regigtration and Statist{cal Service

he

cer James J. Trrrv, Courncil 87
Southeast Reoinn
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JamMes T. REICH

ATTORNEY AT LAW

606 SOUTHWEST THIRD AVENUE TELEPHONE
OCALA, IFLosiDA 32670

November 25,0 1000

Mr. James Terrvy., Jr.,
North Florvida Conncil
ce Scoybs ob America

Jneksonville, FL 32205=-5359
Re s Ruussell S. Pelarson
NDear Mr. Terry:

After our telephonos conversal ion prompled by my last leblber Lo vou,
[ had o leoglbhy talk with Rusty Prterson. [ explained to him the
attitude von expressed Lo we and, while he s disappoinbed and
disbrossod, he asked me to again weile bto von and make a roeguest

on his behalt,

fe: nnderstands thal, olher Lhano {iling 3 suceesstul appeal ot voar
docision, he is nol going Lo e allowed to be associaled with bLhe

Bovs Scouts in Lhe sawe manner he has in Lhe past. However, he is
wosl interested in retaining Lhe privilege of his association with
Lhe Orvder ol Lhe Arvow. e has. tor somelime, been invol ved in

jonrnalistic publications tor that organizabion and hopes Lhat, his
suspension or disassocial ion frowm the Bovs Sconbts can he mod it ied
Lo the point where he can cont inne those activibies. It voanr
concern is his conbact wilh young sconts whom he might be able Lo
improperly intluence, | sngresl Lhat the achivities with the Order
ol Lhe Arrow will nab involve such coulact since the people he

world be associatoead with are older scouls.

I would appreciate vonr advising me it Lhis is possible under any
cirenmstances and, it so, what restriclions or condibions von woutd

place on sawme,

Thank von tor vour kind cooperation and attention Lo bLhis malbter,
Very traly vours,
AN 2

ames 1. Reich

;

JTR: b

N Ruslhy Peterson
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November 12, 1990 S
ot e

B :':‘S
A CE
Mr. Steven X. Moore
Director of Support Service
North Florida Council, No. 87
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: RUSSELL S. PETERSON WELCH

Qear Steve:

I appreciated the material you recently sent concerning the above named
individual. This is most helpful as we begin a file which will lead to
refusal of registration in the future.

We appreciate any more information which you can get us to help us identify
Mr. Welch, should he attempt registration in some other location.

If legal action is going to take place, we would like to have that information
also. If there 15 to be no arrest, please tell us that so we can compiete our
fite.

Sincerely,

Paul Ernst, Oirector
Registration and Statistical Service

ag

cc: Southeast Region
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10/29/90 - 9:00 a.m.

Paul Ernst called and suggested :hat I call At: torney Reicht and bring him up
to date on the details of Rusty Peterson's activities.

10/29/90 - 1:15 p.m.

11 S. Peterson went well.
When asked if I thought
was very believable
- about Rusty's

Conversation with James T. Reicht, Attorne
Candid remarks - reviewed statements oy
appeal committee would be positive - I ¢ 1e
and that other comments had been referenced by
activities and comments.

Mr. Reicht stated that Rusty would be informed about all of his options
including "capital felony" and oprortunities for psychological help.
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Steven K. Moore
Director of Suppart Service
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JAMES T. REICH

ATTORNEY AT Law

OCALA, FLORIDA 32670

Ocltober 23, 1900

Mr. Jawmes Terry, Jr.
North Florida Council
Bovs Sconts ot America

Jacksonville, FL 32205-5350
Res: Russell S. PelLerson
Dear Mr., Terry:

After your Jeller ot October Bth, 1990,  suspending  Russel]
Poterson’'s registrabion with the Bovs Sconbts ol Americs was
delivered Lo him, he conLacled we tor assisbance. I have vour
betbter and the sblachment explaining his right. tor a4 review ot his

suspension. —_—

I acknowledge thal, Russell is not enlilled to have an att arney
assist him ab any review proceceding hut he wust make a decision on
whether or nob he wanlts a review wilhin Lhe sixty (60) dayvs set
torth in your albbachment and is unsure how Lo proceed. The biggest

problem he is having is Lhe failore of vour letior to nob ity him
ol the basis tor his snuspension.

NDuring our conversation, | askerd Russell if he tnaguired as to | he
reason tor Bhe suspension and he replied thal he was told Lhat . "1t
involved ftwo male childeoen.” Russell has asked me to inguiry ot
youn a wmore parlicular descriplion ol his wmisconduch and weonld
appreciabe vour providing same 1o me,

Mvo o clienl has been involved with the Cub Sconbs  and Bovy Sconts
since he was tirsh eligible tor enlry into Cub Sconls as a Bobeat .
He has actively participated in scounting activities since Lhat dale
and, Lhrough his diligence and desire Lo succecd, has abbained
fLagle Scout status., It wcenrs to me thalt this is a voung man who,
over the vears, has demonsbraled Lhose qualil ics most admired and
promol cd by The Bovy Scoulbs.,

't his coanduct has slraved trom those ideals to Lhe point Lhat his
separal.ion trom anyv associabion with Bov Scouts ot America is
necessary, he at Lhe very least deserves Lo be told what il is thoal
hee has done Lhat is unaceoptable, As you might well imagine Lo
someone who has been involved in scoubing 1o bthe oxtent Lhis Voung
man has since childhood, scoubing is an important part ot his ite
and he does nol wanl, Lo lose Lhe associal ion.

ol U

O\

I
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[ wonld appreaeciale sowe response Lo this leliter at voar earliest
convenience so bthalt | wmav disenss all the above wilth Russetil.
Thank yon tor voonr kKind cooperalion and atienlbion.

Very truly vours,

~

W\

James T. Reich
JTR:ch

NG Mr. Russell Patorson
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NORTH FLORIDA COUNCIL
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

521 8 Fdpewond Avenue
fachsonvalle, Hlooda 122055159

Mr. Russell S. Peterson
October 8, 1990

Ocala, Florida 32674
Dear Mr. Peterson:

After careful review, we have decided that your registration
with the Boy Scouts of America should be suspended. We are therefore
compelled to request that you sever any relations you may have
with the Boy Scouts of America. A refund of your registration
fee is enclosed.

You should understand that BSA membership registration is
a privilege and is not automatically granted to everyone who
applies. We reserve the right to suspend registration whenever
there is a concern that an individual may not measure up to the
high standards of membership the BSA seeks to provide for American
youth,

If you wish to have this decision reviewed, please write
to me within 60 days of the date of this letter, explaining your
version of the facts supporting your claim that your registration
as a BSA member should be granted or reinstated. The procedures

for review are attached.
~ \ ancerely you?&,
. B\

an Terry
Scout Executive

Apeney of Machi, Cologahia, AManon, Neoetheast Plooda and St Johns oty Unded Ways

Sesvange the Shath Horoda tonnties oMb Hoker Bealtord lh‘ Codosndys Doval dade baat Fanion
o v P haeear e aae Pogevsoe S dedenes s et s aeed e
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Subject: Russell S. Peterson, Scoutmasters Assistant Troop 196 Ocala

Christopher Goode Scoutmaster of Troop 196 had received a call from iloward
Leary 1I, also an Assistant Scoutmaster Erom Troop 196 in Ocala, regarding
Leary's concern with Russell Peterson.

Chris relayed to me that Howard Leary works at the hospital and shared a
house with Russell Peterson. Leaty indicated that on July 13 he had gone home
at an unexpected time. Leary indicated that Peterson "always hangs around with
younger guys" and that he had heard vulgar remarks coming from the bedroom
upon his unexpected arrival at the house. He indicated that he had seen two
young males approximately ten (10) and twelve (l2) years of age exit the
bedroom nude as a result of the telephone ringing. Following some
conversation, Leary confronted Rusty and they had a mutual agreement that
things would not be shared with anyone else and that this was his first time
and that he was glad he was caught, Leary indicated at that time he would tell
no one and he moved out of the house. Leary also had indicated that there were
two (2) events on a priot occasion that some parents had some forward and made
some remarks about Peterson and that the two (2) youth were pulled out of

Scout ing.

I made contact with Howard Leary at the Monroe Regional Medical Centet
and received the following comments from him regarding the incident.

Date of this conversation is October 8, 1990, 7:15 p.m.

lloward Leary indicated that he had been staying at this house with
Russell Peterson. That between 4 and 5 p.m. he had gone home unannounced and
had noticed bicycles in the driveway. He assumed that they were neighborhood
kids as they had been there previously. The house doors were locked, the
lights were ofE, the computer was left on and he heard voices in the hallway. )
The door to the hallway bedroom was closed. He heard someone say from the
bedroom "wow you could rape someone with that" the next comment that he over
heard was "who said anything about rape" the next comment "well, sit on it."
At that time the telephone rang and Rusty came from the bedroom looking for
the telephone and had a swim suit on. Rusty said "stay in the room." Howard
said two (2) boys who wre completely nude came running from the room and
subsequently got dressed and went on home.

Rusty told Howard "I'm sorry." Rusty had indicated that he had had these
feelings before and that they had never gotten out of control, that this was
the youngsters idea and that they were playing "truth of dare." Rusty asked,
"have I lost a friend or are you going to help me?" He said, "I don't have any

morals.”

Howard had indicated that his conscience had bothered him considerably in
the time that had elapsed since the incident until he spoke with Chris Goode
about what had happened.

In that Howard Leary's father,_ was a Police Officer
in Ocala. I suggested that Howard talk with his father about the incident. I
subsequently talked with Officer Leary and offered our support in any
investigation they felt was necessary.

CONF019760



After contact with District Chairman (Attorney) Bob Appleget I met him in
his office at about 5:00 p.m., on Tuesday afternoon October 9. Chris Goode
(Scoutmaster) was already present. Bob Appleget insisted on an earl

conversation with (N rusty's [l rov known as

who is _the District's Program Chairman for Scouting. He had invited
to come to his law office and she arrived shortly. We indicated that
we had a great deal of respect and feelings for her and that we felt there was
informat ion regarding Rusty that she should be aware of. I indicated that
questions had been raised about her son's activities with younger youth by
another adult, and we really had no option but to suspend

Rusty as ocutlin by
the Youth Protection Program of the Boy Scouts of America.

reaction was as you would expect any mother's reaction to be, she was in
disbelief and shock and was surprised that anything like this could possibly.
occur. Bob Appleget advised her to secure an Attorney and if she wished to
(” ___encourage Rusty to proceed with the appeal procesg,/?ollowing

O)J departure in about ten (10) minutes Rusty Peterson arrived at the office of

- Bob Appleget. In conversation with Rusty Peterson I advised him that as a
result of the activities on September 13 concerns had been expressed regarding
his continued participation in Scouting and that we had no choice at this time
but to suspend his registration. I read his letter, gave him $4.20 as
registration refund and his information on the appeal process. Although he
denied the allegations he was not shocked and did not really have any reaction
to the statements that were made.

Bob Appleget, who is an Attorney, indicated to Peterson that he was going
to take his "Boy Scout hat" off and put his "Attorney” hat on. He advised
Rusty to secure legal counsel and not to make any comments to anyone at all

about the allegations.

Rusty S. Peterson has recently had his name changed to Russell S. Welch. -
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