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REGISTRATION SERVICE
. BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA .

DATE: September l4, 1990

FULL NAME Robert G. Prior S.S. NO.
(No initials if you can possibly get full name)

ovess___

CITY Syracuse STATE New York ZIP CODE 13207
DATE OF BIRTH 5/00/23 (This is important and should be exact)
APPROXIMATE AGE 67 (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known)
RELIGION Catholic NATIONALITY (Citizen of) Usa

OCCUPATION Bus Driver

EDUCATION

WEIGHT Approx. 210 HEIGHT 6'2" Approx. RACE Caucasian
COLOR OF HAIR COLOR OF EYES

ANY DISTINGUISHING PHYSICAL CHARACTERSTICS Wears glasses

HOBBIES OR SPECIAL INTERESTS

MARRIED / XX/ SINGLE / / NAME OF SPOUSE

CHILDREN

(Name, number, ages, if possible)
SCOUTING CONNECTIONS:

UNIT # CITY STATE POSITION DATE REGISTERED DATE RESIGNED
Troop 87 Syracuse, NY SA June 1963
Chartered Organizationm Most Holv Rosary Church

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

INCIDENT: TYPE I DATE OF INCIDENT 1989-1990  gpsoruTION 2
Type Resolution
1=Scout Related 1. Internal (only Scouts Know)
2=Non-scout related 2. Criminal action
3=homosexual (not specifically with youth) 3. Court action
x=301 100 4. Probationary status
e . _ 5. Reported to state agency
wﬂeheck 0ff 1ist of attached documentation
Déscripéion of incident
2 Vicrtim(s) statement
(;:) media raports
Legal proceedings
5. Offender's statement -
6. Officizl notification of termination CONHDENIIA
7. Found quilty/innocent by court .
77 ~ Al p: SEP 131950
Council Fiawatha #373 Signed- T/ L l// _ / 5//
A U'scot: ZXECOTIVE F-STARON
ARIRrmal a=1 " /1/28
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April 2, 1991

Mr. William J. Morgan

Scout Executive

Hiawatha Council, No. 373

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Dear B8il1:

SUBJECT: ROBERT G. PRIOR

Thank you for the detailed information sent concerning the above Scouter.
This case has been reviewed with our attorney and is now on our permanent

Ineligible Volunteer File.

Sincerely,

Paul Ernst, Director Jﬁ‘\&
Registration and Statistical Service \)\\' \g%\
eko =4 A Q2 -
cc: Charles D. Ball, Northeast Region %Q*W\‘
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HIAWATHA COUNCIL, INC.
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Janaury 31, 1991

Mr. Paul Exrmst, Director
Registration & Subscription Service
Boy Scouts of America

P. O. Box 152079

Irving, TX 75015-2079

PERSCONAL & CONFIDENTTAL
SUBJECT: Robert G. Priar
Dear Paul:

Enclosed is a copy of a newspaper story concerning the above named
individual, indicating disposition of legal action against him.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
il
wJjm/mz William J. Moran
Enclosure Scout Executive

cc: Charles D. Ball
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_PAGE B-/THE POST-STANDARD/Tuesday, Jan. 29,.1991
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FOR THE RECORD

Ex-Boy Scout Leader
Quilty of Harassment

™ & former Boy Scout leader has
pleaded guilty toa harassment
charge in connection with ailega-
tions he sexually abused a teen-
ageboy last year. - .

Robert G. Prior pleaded gmlty
to. the reduced charge Friday,
after the 14-year-old boy's mother
said'she didn't want her son to
have to testify in a trial, Assistant
District Attorney Walter Bowler
saxd

-City Court judge Thomas ng-
gins sentenced Prior to a one-year
conditional discharge. He ordered
Prior to have no coatact with the
v1ctxm [f Prior has any contact
with the boy, he would automati-
cally be resentenced, and could be
charged with criminal contempt,
Bowler said.

“Prior, 67, of 1510 Stolp Ave.,
was-accused of fondling the boy at
a gas station in August, while the
boy was working at a car wash for
a youth group not connected to the
Boy Scouts.

Prior told police after his arrest
in September that he'd been
involved with Boy Scout Troop 87
for 27 vears, and was at that time .
an assistant scoutmaster. Prior AN " S Ty
said he’'d been a scoutmaster for . v
18 years.

The boy dropped out of the
troop about a year before the inci-
dent.

Bov Scout officials have said
Prior was not in a leadership posi-
tion with the troop since 1282, but
that he was helping out with activi-
ties. Prior resigned from his posi-
tion after his arrest on charges of
third-degree sexual abuse and
endangering the welfare of a child.

Bov Scout officials said they
didn’t wait for Prior to quit before
they fired him.
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September 20, 1990

Mr. Lawrence A. Bystran
Assistant Scout Executive
Hiawatha Council, No. 373

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: ROBERT &. PRIOR

dear Larry:

Thanks so much for the material you recently sent concerning the above named
individual. This is most helpful as we start building a file of refusal of

registration in the future.

Once the legal action has taken place, we would like the ouicome for our
files. This will then give us all the documentation necessary for refusal of
registration anywhere in the country.

Thanks again for your goad help.

Sincerely,

Paul Ernst, Director
Registration and Statistical Service

FiLe
ag “U—\u‘ WJ
2l
cc: Northeast Region <P Qlﬁ
Nilliam 3. Moran, Council No. 373 T e
RN Q
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Mom: SOFRecovering
From Sexual Abuse

By RICK MORIARTY
The Post-Standard
A Syracuse woman says the Boy
Scout leader charged with sexually
abusing her teen-age son seemed
like a nice guy who worked well
«{ with children. . S
" - “He didn’t seem like a bad ‘guy to
- 'me;” she said Friday. “He enjoyed
being with the kids. It makes it
- harder for me because I knew
him.l’ " . .
. The scout leader, Robert G.
- Prior, 67, of 1510 Stolp Ave., was
“charged Thursday with third-
. degree sexual abuse and endanger-
" ing the welfare of a child, both mis-
" demeanors. ' N

" *Prior had'been a member of:Boy

Scout-Troop.87 fof 27 years and a

" |- scoutmaster for 18 of those years,
| “Following his arrest, he-resigned

from the troop and was suspended

+|-.from his job as a part-time.bus

" driver for the Westhill School Dis-
- trictl - R

'+ - Police alleged that Prior touched
. the boy’s genitals through the boy’s
pants during a Boy Scout car wash

at a South Geddes Street gas sta-
tion this summer. ’

" The teen-ager’s mother said her
son is recovering from the emo-
tional trauma of the incident, .

“He’s doing pretty good now,”

- she said. “I told him, ‘You've got to

get on with your life.” ”

Prior, through his wife, said Fri-
day his attorney advised him not to
speak publicly about the incident.

In a statement to police, Prior
denied sexually abusing the boy at
the gas station. However, he told
police he touched the boy’s genitals
at the boy’s request during a troop
outing at Lourdes Camp in Spafford.

The boy’s mother said a priest
who worked with the troop also sex-
ually abused her son. That incident

occurred at the priest’s camp in

Parish in late August, she said.

The priest, who is now-undergo-
ing counseling at a Catholic psychi-
atric center in Maryland, immedia-
tely reported the incident to other
priests and apologized to the boy,
the child’s mother said. The priest

has not been charged. - '¢//6’ / 122}
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A RAY Scout leader was charged
" ual abuse and a priest was
T . {0’ a psychiatric hospital
ter « teen-age boy told police he
1§ abused by the pair. .

Syracuse police accused scout
ider Robert G. Prior, 67, of 1510
olp Ave. of fondling the boy last
onth in Syracuse. Prior is a

. The boy told police he was
fondled b Rev. Donald C.
Hebert, formerly of Most Holy
Rosary Church, during an over-
night stay at a camp a week later.

The boy and his mother said they
did not press charges against
Hebert because he apologized to
them.

The psychologist declined to
comment. Diocesean officials did
not return phone calls today. '

Hebert is being treated at St.
Luke’s Institute, a Catholic psychi-

land. When contacted ay by
telephone, he was una ne had
been named in the boy’s police
statement and he said he did not
know Prior had been charged. .

“The whole thing is tragic. I
hope everything works out for Mr.
Prior and the child,” Hebert said
from the hospital. “I'm here trying
to work out my problems. I'm
really sorry.”

The victim’s mother said her son
wanted to press charges until
Hebert apologized. When the dio-

going .to be treated, the boy

‘changed his mind, she said.

“He'll have to live with this for
the rest of his life,” the mother said
today. “All I know is Father Don is
going to be away for a long time. [
don’t hate him, but I hate what he

“did. If this-happened to any other

boys, 1 hope they come forward
like we did.” -

Prior is accused of pulling the
boy into a car by the shirt, rubbing
his stomach and fondling his geni-

! ® SCOUT LEADER, Page A9
\

hool bus driver for the Westhill )
:ntral Schoot District. , atric hospital in Suitland, Mary-{ cese told the family Hebert was
—— ' R
Syracuse Herald-Journal, Friday, September 14,990 a9 '

“Seoutleader
accused of ©

) e
“abusing boy
. B SCOUT LEADER

- Continued from Page Al

. tals from the outside of his pants.
. Prior,-an assistant scoutmaster
, for Boy Scout Troop No. 87 and its
: former scoutmaster, denied the
¢ Boy’s charge.
. He told police he has touched
. several. boys over the years, and
-admitted another sexual contact
. with the teen-ager. o

In a sworn statement, he told
. police ‘he touched the boy’'s geni-
. tals during a scouting trip in 1989
: at Lourdes Camp in Skaneateles. In
. his statement, Prior. said he had-
: become sexually aroused at the
: time. .
,  “It was a ‘You shHow me, I show
* you’ type of thing,” Prior said in a
- telephone interview today. “I don't
; feel there’s.any sexual harassment.
t It’s blown out.of proportion. It's
{ TUining my reputation.” :
. Before.the 1989 incident, Prior.
+ said, he had had no sexual contact
i with boys for 12 years. - -
* "I thought I had taken care of
+my problem until that night with

-, {the boy),” Prior told police.

He said today his problem is

. under control: “T don’t have a prob-
- .lem anymore. [ don't have a prob-
-+ lem with boys.”
Until today, Prior drove a bus for*

rthe Westhill School District.
- School offitials suspended him this

- " morning indefinitely. Prior said he

would be resigning {rom scouting.

“How can I not leave scouting?
. How can I drive a bus full of chil-
;dren?” he said. “You can't have

»someone charged with sexual
. abuse involved with those things.
. ifgat,'hurtg. me because I love what
I do. -
. Prior said the boy asked him to'
- touch his genital area, ' ‘
., '“He perpetuated the' whole
; thing,” Prior said.. “I was a little
- gullible. I admit I made a mistake.
. Be that as it may; I did not abuse
 the boy. It was a touch, but it was
- no abuse.” - - T
Prior is a retired building and
» grounds superintendent at Bishop
» Ludden High Scheol. He has been
! involved with the Boy Scout troop
- for 27 years: He served as the
; troop's scoutmaster for 18 years.
¢ “I've done a lot of positive things
- with scouting,” hesaid. = -
. He faces charges of third-degree

* :sexual abuse-and endangering: the

+welfare of a child, both:misde-
: meanors. The endangering charge;
: the mare serious of the two, carries
ya ‘rlnammum penalty of one year:in
:J'al . } ' 2 e e LR
» Police issued “Prior—an’
; appearance ticket to appear in City

' Court next Thursday. He is free. on.

‘ ;:his OWILIeCOgNIzance. ...« 'y & s -

i “Thi§ isjust a‘minor. misde-

» meanor. charge,” Prior said: -“It’s

really. no§ what it's cracked up. to
ybe. I don’t want my- name-in the

+ing me, and it’s_hurting my
Vamily.” LT T T
: Prior is married and has four
, children’and nine- grandchildren,
; who he said “are’standing behind

»me all the way.”

o Prio;' was arrested after the boy
. :told his doctor about the incident

-he said occurred in Syracuse last.
‘month. . .

. »car. He started rubbin

. 'paper. I got a life.to lead. It's hurts |-

+ -Police interviewed the boy at his
.school. In a statement, the boy

- :described what happened... . .

»  “Mr. Prior was sitting in the car
1in the driver’s seat,” the statement

. ;said. “Mr. Prior said come here and

:he grabbed me by my ... shirt.
It was just before the State Fair
+started. He pulled me over to his
my. stom-

- ach and said he could do a lot bet-
ter things than Father Don could
do. Mr. Prior started rubbing my

" penis with his hand on the out-

side of my pants for a minute. [ got
mad, I was going to.hit him but I
didn’t. Mr. Prior is big and strong.
I jerked myself away from him and
borrowed a kid’s bike and went
home.,” = -
~The boy said he did not tell his
mother everything that happened,
but he later told his counselor. = |

Both the boy and Prior told an
officer assigned to the Syracuse
Police Department’s child abuse
unit of the incident at the camp..
- In his version to police, Prior said
the youth had first asked to sleep:
withhim. = '

‘The boy told police he also was
abused by thepriest. = ™2 *

“Father Don picked me up Satur-
day at 8:30 a.m. in the morning. ...
It was near the end of August 1990.
When we got to the camp, we
played with the other kids. Later
on in the night, when . went to
sleep, Father Don put his cot next
lo mine. At about 12 (midnight)
Father:Don.reached under the
covers and rubbed my penis. [ toid
him to stop, and he did. He asked if

it felt good. and I told him no.”. .*.
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HIAWATHA COUNCIL, INC.
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

September 14, 1990

Mr. Robert Prior
Syracuse, NY 13207
Dear Mr. Prior:

After careful review, we have decided that your registration with the
Boy Scouts of America should ke denied. We are therefore compelled to re-—
quest that you sever any relations that you may have with the Boy Scouts of

America.

You should understand that BSA membership registration is a privilege
and is not autamatically granted to everyone who applies. We reserve the
right to refuse registration whenever there is a concern that an individual
may not meet the high standards of membership which the BSA seeks to provide
for American youth.

If you wish to have this decision reviewed by a BSA Regional Review Com—
mittee, please write to the Regicnal Director within 60 days of the date of
this letter, explaining your version of the facts supporting your claim that
vour registration as a BSA member should ke reinstated. The procedures for a
review of this decision are attached.

Sincerely,
lab/mz Lawrence A. Bystran
Enclosure Assistant Scout Executive

CONF019015
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PAGE B-2/THE POST-STANDARD/Friday, Sept. 14, 1990

“
FOR THE RECORD

Scoutmaster Faces
Sex Abuse Charge

w7 A veteran Boy Scout scoutmas-
* -~ ter was charged Thursday with
sexually abusing a teen-age boy in
his troop. : >
Robert G. Prior, 67, of 1510
Stolp Ave. was charged with third-
degree sexual abuse and endanger-
ing the welfare of a child, .
4. Syracuse police said a 14-year-
;. old member of Troop 87 told them
Prior touched the boy’s genitals on

-- two separate occasions during Boy |

-*.Scout gatherings. Prior told police
'+ he had been involved with the
“troop for 27 years and a scoutmas-
ter for 18 of those years.

».- - The boy said the first incident
—%s “occurred at a Boy Scout camp in
=" -Parish during March 1989, accord-
ing to police. The second incident
occurred this summer while the
iroop was washing cars at a gas -
station at 631 S. Geddes St., the
boy told police. tE

Investigators. said Prior denied .

& ErST?

" or at the gas station in Syracuse.
But police said he admitted touch-

..ing the boy’s genitals duringa -

»- Lroop outing at Lourdes Camp in

-

<. Spafford, along Skaneateles Lake, ",

in May 1989. . ]

. The two charges involve only

" the alleged incident at the gas sta-
~ tion.

sexually abusing the boy in Parish

CONF019016
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© "A'lopg-iimé Boy, Scout 1éader
- and Weésthill school bus driver.was
“charged Thursday with sexually
Jabusing a teerisage boy. ", " i g
- Sytacuse police accused Robert
i G. Wzon. 67, of 1510 Stolp Ave. of
“fondling the boy last month in
Syracuse. . -
The boy also told police he was
fondled by a Roman Catholic priest
- during an overnight stay at a camp
a week later. He said the priest
apologized to his parents and pro-
mised to seek treatment: The priest
was not charged. Cot
. Prior is accused of pulling the
boy into a car by.the shiit, ru bing
* his stomach and fondling his gen-
“ ftals from the outside of his pants.’
- Prior, an assistant scout master
for Boy Scout. Troop No. 87 and its
former. scout master; denied; the

boy’s charge, . EeoL

But hé.told police he has touched
several boys over the years, and
m%i:.ﬁm anothér sexual, contact
3_5 theleen-dger. ;... -
. Ina’s

tals durihg a scouting trip in.1989
al Lourdes.Camp in Skaneateles,
In his statemént, Prior said he had
becomne Sexually aroused at the
ime. ., ', AT
.“It was a 'You show me, I show
you' type of thing,” Prior said in a
lelephone interview this morning,
"1 %oz,o feel there's any sexual

v%:os.z.m«:ma:maw:‘.wim‘
tion.” - - - O
Before the 1989 incident, he said,
hehad had no.sexual contact with
boysfor 12 years. . =~ ..
~ “I thought I had taken care of
my problem until that night, with
(the boy),” Prior told police. ~ - -
. He said today his problem is
under control: “I don’t have a prob:

lem anymore. I don’t have a prob-

arged wit

. In a'sworn statétient, he’ told
police he louched the bpy's geni--

harassment. It's blown out of pro-

O TN

-,

. ; et H o~
lem with boys.”+ ="\ "5,
- Unlil this morning, Prior.drove 4’
bus {or the Westhill Schod] Dis:.
trict. School officlals suspended
him this morning indefinitelyy
- Prior said.lié woyld be %&m:?w
from scouting,. <+ ¢ N TS
-“'How edn 1 nol leave scouling?.
How can:1 drive 4 bus full of chily:
dren?” he. said. “You can't have
someone charged with: sexual
abuse involved with those things.
.Mm_m@ hurts me because I love what
o.‘~ . N X ’ M
Prior said the boy aske
touch his genilat area,- ' - . -
'"He perpetuated the. whole
thing,” Prior sdid. “I was a little
gullible. I admit 1 made a. mistake.
Be that as it may, 1 did, not abuse -
the boy. It was a touch, bul it was
no ablse,” " .= Tt
.Prior is a rétired building and:
rounds superintendent -at -Bishop
udden High School. He has been -
involved with the Boy Scout ‘troop:

.a _.53 E

for 27 years. He erved as the:

4

h sex abuse

Wt

LN L 1. N L .t -t
roop’s stout master for 18 years.

¥ “I've tlone a lot of positive things
.-With scouting,” he said. ," "

-1* He fates charges of third-degree
:sexual abusé-and, endangering the
“welfaré 'of @ child, both misder
_meanois, The éndangering charge,
 the moré serious of the two, carries
w %nxmica.vmuu_qohozo year in
: mw .1; L .T .‘ .... y .

" *Police issuéd Prior' an
appearance ticket to appear Sept.
20 in City Court. He is free on his
ownrecognizance. ~ |
‘meanor charge,” Prior said. “IU's
really not what it’s cracked up to
be. I don't want my name in the
paper. I got a lifé to lead. It's hurt-
ing me, and it's hurting-my
family.], 7 e VI

"“Pricr is married and has four
childien-and :hine ‘grandchildren,
who hé said “are standing behind
meall the way,”  yice “00
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4n-the driver’'s seat,” the statement

g my stom-

ts for a minute. I got

d. I was going to hit him but I
Mr. Pryor is big and strong.

‘I jerked myself away from him and

f my pan
mother everything that happened;.

borrowed a kid’s bike and went
but he later told.his.counseior.

started. He puiled me over to his
home.”

car. He started rubbin

said. “Mr. Pryor said come here
It was just before the State Fair

‘and he grabbed me by my ... shirt.
ach ... Mr. Pryor started rubbing |

‘'my penis with his hand on the out-
< The bey said he did not tell his

‘side o
didn't.

.ma

In his version to police, Prior said
~the youth had first asked to sleep

with him.

. Both the boy and Prior told an

‘officer assigned-to the Syracuse
“Police Department’s child abuse
unit of the incident atL the camp. .
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