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‘his is in response to your letter of August 1, as we

v

and refusing registraticn

conversation of August 7, concerning the above namad ind rt Ny
think we have adeqguate % raction for nlacing him on the Counfidenzial File
£ any tinme in the fature.

I am enclosinyg a Confidential Recorsd Shees, which I would like to hawve
cempleted. This will give us all the personal irnformztion necessary Zor
identification in the Future. A copy 6f a peper or apciication with his
signeture would alszo aid in the ilentification proczes.

Please give us the final vutcowme of the pressnt legyal zctien i you are atle
to secure this. This would tlen close our file and give ve tie complete
information.

Sincerely,

Paul Zrnst, Zirscror

-

Registration Service

l‘,

cc: Mr. Hichael Xiernan, Scout Executive, Council lic. 24

Northeust Region
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Old Coal ony
CONFIDENTIAL Counci

Bov Scouts of America

Boy Scouts of America
Registration & Subscription Service
Attn: Mr. Paul Ernst

ITrving, Texas 75015-2073
Gugust 1, 13883

Dear Paul,

The attached photocopies of the BOSTON HERALD dated Qugust 1,
1988 identify Richard E. Gardner of , Weymouth
MA. as a child kidnapper and rape suspect.

The HERALD story refers to Richard GCardner's association with
Scouting in the past. Qur records here indicate that Gardner
was a Cub Scout prior to June of 1978 when he crossed over to

; Boy Scout Troop # 2 in Weymouth. He remained active in this

4 troop along with a brother, || I :r:ii :the unit
rechartered in January of 1985. Richard is listed on the Troop
Charter as having received his Eagle Scout fAward and records
also show that he earned the God and Country Auward. His date of
birth is October, 13866. No further information is on file about

this man.

Qur records indicate that he is not registered at this time as a
Scouter in the council. He was not registered as an adult
Scouter in Troop 2 Weymouth at any time. I believe that he has
not been registered in any adult capasity ever.

As he 1s not now involved in Scouting, there is no need for us
to take action regarding his status. I believe that this
information should be kept on file for future use.

Sincerely, L, tu
d

LA/\¥S /’\ﬁ ﬂ4 '/%

Herﬁ H. R st

Field Director QN&.
!

cc: Michael Fiernan, Scout Executive

mnmuniies Serveds Abington Avon Bethingham/Brantree Bridgewater Brockton. Canton: Cohasset’ Duxhurv/ East Brideewater Easton Foxboro: Pranklin- Halifax" Hanover. Hanson’ Hingham
dolph. Rockland. Sharon swughton Waipole

Holbrook Huil'Kingston Marshfield Medfield Medwayv Milhs Nortolh Norwell Norwood Pembroke: Plainville. Plvmouth: Ph mpion. R
West Bridgewater’ Wevmouth/Whitman Wrentham
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©CALL BACK REQUESTED

| COUNCIL # 6;2 7 | PHONE NO: |
'l;":-.cALLER @7}2 0nb ﬂZ“ffT{ PbSITioN:

TYPE OF PROBLEM

REGISTRATION VETERANS EXPLORING
SCOUTING BOYS' LIFE
UNIT # DIST. # EXP. DATE ~ TRANSMITTAL # FILM #
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NARRAGANSETT COUNCIL

546

BO‘{ SCOUTS OF AMERICA

August 9, 1988

Mr. Paul I. Ernst, Registration
National Office, BSA

Irving, TX 75015-2079
Dear Paul:

Attached to my letter is a copy of a front-page
article from the Sunday Providence Journal dated
August 7th, 1988.

The article is a complete article regarding life
and times of Richard Gardner from Weymouth, Massa-
chusetts. While Weymouth, Massachusetts, is
not in Narragansett Council nor was Richard a
Scout here, the newspaper article prompts me
to send you a copy for your files.

If there is any additional information that I
can give you, please let me know.

ery truly yours,
{ LAl

VINCENT N. BORRELLI
Scout Executive

cc: Rudy Flythe

CONF021550
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From Eagle Scout to suspected molester

Richard Gardner
seen as outcast
whose problems
‘just boiled over’

By ELIZABETH RAU
Journak-B - Un Stelf Writer
WEYMOUTH, Mass. — Richard

E. Gardner was an Eagle Scout who
marched in a fife and drum corps,
earned good grades In high school and
painted his Congregational Church as
a Scout project.

But he aiso was a neighborhood
outcast, tavnted by his peers, who spat
on him and called him “Gizzard™ and
“The Ditch.”

As a teenager with lew Iriends his
age, Gardner began reaching out to
young boys for companionship, often
disturbing their parens,

Ultimately, his worid colflapsed.

Last November, he pleaded guilty
to kidnapping and sexuslly molesting
8 i2-year-old boy in Hingham, Mass.

. | Gardner's mother. Sylvia, says

* | Gardner later tried to commit suicide,
but then sought counseling to

B overcome his problems.

& © She thought he had straightened
himself out.

But, according to poiice, Gardner's Rk . k. B -2 . N
problems didn't go away. They —Journal-Balletin Photos by RACHEL RITCHIE

‘“Pg,':',‘f,,y 30, Gardner, 21, was - RICHARD GARDNER. third from right, ran track for Weymouth North High School, but he was reclusive and
charged with kidnapping two young never joined peers in games in the ldlewood neighborhood where he lived in this house, below. '

3

Warwit'h boys and molesting one of

them. Within a few days, he was

K charged. with an earlier kidnapping in
. Providence and an attempted

S kidnapping in Beilingham, Mass., and
B ordered held without bail at the Adutlt

*(Richard Gardner) never .
gave me a hard time. He
was a loner. He's onie of the

maother, “It caught the counselors off
guard. No nne expected It."”
Turn to GARDNER, Page A-10

Unknown traits help some men avoid victim-offender cycle:

Correctional Institutions in Cranston. . 5
And pollce throughout New England kids you'd look through
began calling Warwick detectives, your yearbook and say,
asking about unsoived abductions in “ . DA
thelr own communities. Who's that? '

. “It caught me off guard.” said his JOUN LOTTI

Juvenile ofTicer.

By TONY DEPAUL of what had happened. His subconscious memory “I freaked out,” he sald. "My wife Is sitting there
Jouraal-Bultetin Staft Wrier carne to the surface one night as he and his wife * as 'mcrying, and I said. ' knoz! 1know whn?'s
Stuart was 3 years old when his mother became watched a television movie about child abuse. going to happen, God damn it And in the next scene,
ill. The state placed him in a foster home, where he On the screen, a little girl was standing at the top  the family friend followed the girl upstairs and
was molested hy the man in the house. He was of a {light of stairs. Stuart was jarred by a menta) assaulted her.”
molested again by his mother's boy{riend when he picture of another set of statrs, familiar to him many ‘What his mother’s boyfriend had done to hlm
was reunited with her at age 5. years before. But {nstead of a little girl, it was 1 little suddenly became clear.
He was 40 before he had any consclous memory boy standing at the top. Turn to GROUP, Page A-10
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