. 3CY ICIUTS JF aMERICA ‘
Zpril 1, 1889
Richara o 5.5. NO.

(No iaitials i you caxz possibly get full zace)

FULL NAME

crry_ Setem statz_ B zI? CcopE_ 01970
DATE OF 3IRTz  06/02/49 (This is important and should be exact)
APPROXIMATE AGE (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not kanown)
RELIGION Catholic NATIONALITY (Citizen of) United States

OCCUPATION Zlementarv School Teacher

EpucaTIoN W Cotiege
wzrcur /9 HIIGHT & ° O Racz White
COLOR OF HaIx orovm COLOR OF EVES

ANY DISTINGUISHING PHYSICAL CHARACTERSTICS

HOBBIES OR SPECIAL INTERESTS

MARRIED / / SINGLE /XX 7/ NAME OF S?POUSE

CHILDREN

(Name, numoer, ages, 1f possible)
SCOUTING CONNECTIONS:
UNIT # CITY STATE POSITION DATZ REGISTERED DATZ RISIGNZD

: . See attached record:
Charterad Orzanization

See attached record:
SPECIAL RECOGNITION =

INCIDENT: TYPE "= paTE oF Incrpent 11/10/88  pegoryrroy #2.73,74/%5
Tyoe Resolution
. 1=Scout Related 1. Internal (only Scouts Kaow)
2=Non~scout ralated 2. Criminal action
3=homosexual (not specifically with youth) 3. Court action
4, Probationary status
S 5. Reportad to state agency
Check ofZ lisc of attached documentation
l. Description of incident N OTED
2. Victia(s) statament
3. media reports - 0CT 181989
4. Legal proceedings ONFIDENTIAL
5. Offender's statemeat {OSEPH L. ANGLIM
6. O0fficial notification of’termination APR 241989
7. Found quilty/innocent by court
e D) — < STARCM
Coumeil NOTURN T Want X IvSSizned N o \SNO = ‘“5"%
: SCCUT =ZXZCUTIvz

3828r-eko-11/3/88
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Lawrence, Massachusetts 01840 * Te!ephone_

June 7, 1991

Mr. Paul Exmst

National Offic:ei Boy Scouts of America

Irsing, Texas  75015-2079

Dear Paul,

Your office has a confidential file on Richard A. LaChapelle, a former
Scouter in this council. The enclosed newspaper articles will update you on
the status of his trial on charges of child sexual abuse.

As more information becomes available we will forward it to your office.

Sincerely,

<s o -\c/\,gu_______

i
Robert E. Merserazu
Council Executive

L
# MEMBER ACENCY MERRIMACX VALLEY UNITED FUND, INC.

CONF015783



THE EAGLE-TRIBUNE » WEDNESDAY, MAY 29, 1991

Former Scout leader :
to face sex charges agam

By John Basileseco - ;. -
Eagle-Tribune Writer © :‘.:,.

SOUTHK}NGSTOWN R.I -

mistrial was declared yaterday- '
after three days of jury deliber-

ations failed to produce a verdict
in tt~e trial of Richard A. LaCha-

The former Scout leader and -

"suspended teacher from North
Andover, Mass., will be tried
again on the charges. Mr. LaCha-
peile is accused of fondling an 11-

year-old Scout from North Andov- -
er during a trip to Block Island in .

1986.

Anewtnalisexpectedtobe".
held later ﬂnsyear, butadatehas”

not been set.” -~

. Mr LaChapelIe. who had been

found innocent in two previous tri~ |
als on. similar charges involving °
two other North Andover boys, ;
shook .his head slowly when his -
lawyer told him the jury could not

reach a decision.
He is charged with three counts
of second-degree child molesta-

"‘:;‘ tion, with each count carrying a

ma:nmum ‘penalty of 30 years in
“ail.
The N orth Andover boy, now 15,

“and his parents sat quietly as
* Washington County Superior Court
*Judge Dominic Cresto declared
‘ the. mistrial after 1012 hours of

jury -deliberations. The jury fore-

‘man indicated jurors were making

no progress toward reaching a

required unanimous decision.

' Members of “the 12-member
Please see TRIAL, next page

—

R E R W Y

; Teacher will
;5_face new trial

' ;Tnal Frompage 1

- jury contacted by The Eagle-Tri-

" bune declined to discuss their

. "deliberations or how they voted.

* .~ Judge Cresto did not ask the

. ‘jurors how they were divided.

© *  Mr. LaChapelle wouid not com-
ment on the case, nor would the

. boy's family.

. "North Andover Schools Superin-

. tendent George Blaisdell said Mr.

 LacChapelle wiil remain suspended

¢ from his teaching job at Franklin

: School pending the outcome of
" another trial.

The boy testified during the tri-
al that he and Mr. LaChapelle
spent the weekend on Block
Island, off the coast of Narragan-

sett, playing strip poker and fond-

; ling one another.

: Mr. LaChapelle, 41, 'testified
. there was no sexual activity.

* ' During the four-day trial, Leon-

ard O'Brien, Mr. LaChapelle's
lawyer, attempted to discredit the
boy’s testimony by showing incon-
sistencies between what he told
police and what he toid jurors.

Mark Dana, the prosecutor in
the case, argued that the boy had
no motive to make up a story
about the sexual assaults.

He aiso argued that jurors
should weigh Mr. LaChapelle’s
credibility .

Mr. LaChapelle was not even

sure which hotel they stayed at on

the first night of their trip and
could not describe the room, Mr,

Dana said.

CONF015784



A ~TRIQUWE  5[z5 (36‘ o
LaChapelle jury out.”: 7 -

SOUTH KINGSTOWN, R.l. —Jurors today

e B SRR
€one

' were (o resume deliberations in the:trial of .

Richard A. LaChapelle. The former North
Andover Scout leader and suspended teacher

' Is accused of fondling a Scout during a trip to ™
Block Island in 1986. Jurors failed to reach a :
verdict after eight hours of last Thursday and -

Friday. At one point the foreman sent the
judge a note saying the jury could not reach a :

verdict. The judge said to keep trying. Mr.

N

LaChapelle is charged with three counts of -

second-degree child molestation, with each .
count carrying. a maximum penalty of 30 ‘5

years in jail. Mr. LaChapelle has testified

-

-y

there was no sexual activity. .., o5,
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10* THE EAGLE-TRIBUNE » SATURDAY, MAY 25, 1991

By John Basilesco
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SOUTH KINGSTOWN, R.I. —
: Jurors will continue deliberations
i Tuesday in the trial of Richard A.
+ LaChapelle, a former Scout leader
- charged with fondling an l1-year-
oid North Andover, Mass., boy.

They deliberated five hours
yesterday and three hours the day
before, but did not reach a verdict.

At one point the jury foreman
sent a note to Judge Dominic Cres-
to saying jury members could not
agree on a verdict. They resumed
deliberations, however, after
Judge Cresto told them to continue
to try. At 4:30 p.m. he sent them
home for the long weekend.

-Mr. LaChapelle is charged with

R e L LT PPN,

R ke T P U S

Rl ey

Jury is still out in
Scout sex-assault trial

three counts of second-degree
child molestation. Each count car-
ries a maximum penalty of 30
years in jail.

The boy, now 15, has testified
they played strip poker and fon-
dled one another during a trip to

" Block Island in July 198s.

Mr. LaChapeile, 41, a sus-
pended North Andover third-grade
teacher, has testified there was no
sexual activity,

During the four-day trial, Leon-
ard O’Brien, Mr. LaChapelle’s
lawyer, attempted to show several
inconsistencies between what the
boy told police and jurors.

Prosecutor Mark Dana argued
the boy had no motive to make up
a story about the assauits.

CONF015786



THE EAGLE-TRIBUNE « FRIDAY, MAY 24, 1991

Jury still out
in trial of
LaChapelle

SOUTH KINGSTOWN, R.I. —
Jurors today were to continue
deliberations in the trial of a for-
mer Scout leader charged with
fondling an ll-year-old North
Andover, Mass., boy.

They deliberated for three
hours yesterday following a four-
day trial, but were unable to reach
a verdict.

Richard A. LaChapelle is
charged with three counts of sec-
ond-degree child molestation.
Each count carries a maximum
penalty of 30 years in jail.

The teen-ager has testified they
played strip poker, fondled one
another during the trip and that
Mr. LaChapelle offered him 30
cents if the boy would masturbate
him.

Mr. LaChapelle, a suspended
North Andover third-grade teach-
er, has testified there was no sex-
gsl activity between he and the

y.
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SUNDAY EAGLE-TRIBUNE » MAY 19, 1991

Teacher back on trial Tuesday

By John Basilesco
Eagle-Tribune Writer

" SOUTH KINGSTOWN, R.I. —
The trial of Richard A. LaCha-
pelle, a suspended Franklin School
teacher charged with fondling a
North Andover boy, will resume
Tuesday.

' “The trial, which began last
week, was interrupted Wednesday
afternoon when Leonard O'Brien,
Mr. LaChapelle’s lawyer, raised a

legal issue which Judge Dominic .

Cresto needed time to consider.

i Judge Cresto yesterday grant-
ed Mr. O’Brien's request to call
.JIohn McLoughlin, the prosecutor
in the case, as a witness. Assistant
Attorney General Mark Dana has

been assigned as the new prosecu-
tor.

Mr. O'Brien wants to call Mr.
McLoughlin as a witness to ask
him about statements the boy
made under -cross-examination

involving inconsistencies between-

what he told jurors this week and
what was in his original statement
to police.

After Mr. O’'Brien pointed out
the differences, the boy said he
had told Mr. McLoughlin about
them. The boy said he believes Mr.
McLoughlin overlooked them.

Mr. O'Brien said he expects
Mr. McLoughlin will deny that the
boy told him about any differences
and he wants to call him as a wit-
ness to help his case.

Under cross-examination, the
boy said he told Mr. McLoughlin
about both of these discrepancies
in January.

The 15-year-old boy testified
that his former Scout leader asked
him to masturbate him for 50 cents
on Sunday afterncon of a weeikend
trip to Block Island, R.I., in July
1986. The boy was 11 at the time.

But he told police, according to
a signed statement, that it hap-
pened Friday night, Mr. O’Brien
said

'I’ixe boy said he got the days
wrong, but the facts were correct.

Mr. LaChapelle is charged with
three counts of second-degree
child molestation.
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TEADY FCR FiLs

CCT 191389
October 19, 1989 A. GRAYES
Mr. Ross A. Harrcp
Scout Executive
North Essex Council, Ne. 712
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: RICHARD A. LA CHAPELLE

Dear Ross:

Thank you for the detailed information sent concerning the above Scouter.
This case has been reviewed wWwith our attorney and is now on our permanent

Confidential File.

Sincerely,

Paul Ernst, Director
Registratiom Serﬁce

ag

cc: Northeast Region

- CONF015791



THE SAGLE-TRIBUNS « UCNDAY. MAY *3. 1991

Teacher
on trial
this week

By John Basiesco
Eagle-Tnbune Wniter

NORTH ANDOVER ~ The
trmal of a suspended Franklin
School teacher charged mth
‘ondling an !l-vear-oid North
Andover boy starts tomorrow in
Rhoae {siand.

Richard A. LaChapeile, 41,
of Salem s charged 'mith sec-
ond-degree child moiestation,
which carries 3 maxmum pea-
alty of 30 years in jail.

Mr. LaChapelle was sus-
pended by the Schooi Commit-
tee nearly a year ago oending
the outcome of the trial. For 15
months before that, Mr. LaCha-
peile was on a voluntary unpaid
leave, During that time he was
found innoceat of charges he
assauited two other North
Andover boys, one tn New
Hampshire and another in Mas-
sachusetts,

The trial on the third charge
of molesung an [l-vear-oid
North Andover boy on a Boy
Scout tT1p to Block [siand, R.L,
in 1986, begins tomorrow with
jury selection at Washington
County Superior Court in Wake-
field, R.L. Opening arguments
will be presented aiter jurors
are sejected.

Mr. LaChapelle said he is
confident he will be found inno-
cent, as he was m the two pre-
vious mals.

He said the boy, now a IS-
vearold North Andover High
sopnomere, made the swy up.

“This North Andover High
sophomore weaved a wed of lies
and cecent, wnich I'm confident
wll {all apart on cross-exami-
nation,”* Mr. LaChapeile said.

U cleared of the charge, Mr.
LaChapeile will return o lus
‘hird-grade teaching ;ob and
receive back sav dumng the
ame of his suspenston.

A year and a hall ago, Mr.
LaChapeile, a iormer Scout
leader, ‘was found innocent of
charges ne fondled a {irst-graae
%0y ‘n a Sturbridge hotet in
November 1988,

Two months before, 3 New
Hamopshire ury acquotted him
of molesting a i0-vear-old
North Andover boy near Boy
Scout Camp Onway in Ray-
mond. N.H., durmg the sum-
mer of 1988,
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

September 12, 1989

Ar. Ross A. Harrop
Scout Executive
North Essex Council, No. 712

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: RICHARD A. LA CHAPELLE

Dear Ross:

Everything seems to be fine with this case, except for the outcome of the
legal actiom. I don't know if this has been completad, but I do not find it

~in our file.

Please send me a newspaper clipping or copy of the court record indicating the
outcome, and we will have a complete fils.

Thanks for your help in protecting the youth of America.

Sincerely,

- (\
\_// -
Paul Ermst, Director ‘—K:\h\g_;\vts §~:S\kﬁx:3:j~iL lﬁj;\;:§;

Registration Service

NS — — —_—
e SR s . Nhe ST

Nl L. A ‘ ) )
cc: Northeast Regiom \a:xw)\\~<&3'143 :§¢4i'\q\AA<;~,:;\\Aﬂf«*
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ir. Rosa A. Harrop

T~ o 3 %

Scout Zxecutive

Yorta Zasex Counctl, lie. 712 3
PRRSONAL AND CQUFIDENTIAL SUBIZICT:  RICHAXD A, L4 CUAPELLE

Evervthing seems co be fine with this case, except for the outsome of the
legal action. I don'’t know 1f this has been cempletad, but I do not find it
in our file. -

Zlease sea? me a aewspaper clipping or cspy of the court record {adicating the
sutecze, aml we will ave a complata fila.

Paul Ernst, Director
Registration Service

je -

cc: HNortheast Regloa
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¥y of Events l23ading up to the Suspension
of Richard LaChapelle’s Registration

Summa

North Andover.
F cf North Andover who
nciden hat involued her 9 year old son nd Me.

“During the summer Mr. LaChapelle offered to introduce -to
camping by taking him to N. H, They left on a Friday and were
to stay for the weekend. Turned out that no one else was with
them or _arcund them. When they got ready for bed Mr. LaChapelle
laid on -and gave him hugs. This scared and so he said
he was sicKk and wanted toc go home. He was returned home that
same 2vening but appeared very upset. He shared the events with
his parents and has been seeing a school counselor since that
time. Neot a day goes by that ﬁdoesn’t think and worry about

that event with Richard LaChapelle.,®

B :-:rec her concern about this incident with Jean

Sweeney one of the Key leaders with Pack 87. She felt Jean would
share this with those who should Know. called me
because she spoke with a who had a2 similar story as
hers and she felt the co be aware of this problem,

Oecember 1, 1988
11:00  AM ihone conversation with_o«F-

I spoke
shared an i
LaChapelle

A follow-up <call with Jean Sweeney on December 2 confirmed that
the conversation with did take place. She didn‘t
confront Mr. LaChapelle or tell anyone else because she really
didn“t think was really that upset or that there
was any real problem with the incident that took place as it was
described to her.

I confirmed the accuracy of my notes with_ by phone

on {2/7/88.

December 1, 1988

11:15 AM Meeting at Council Service Center with_

and her mother.

-is a single parent with 2 sons - -11 and-

A year ago Richard LaChapelle Knocked on her door and asked-
to get involved with Webelos as he has done with boys of other
single parent families. He served as a "sponsor® for iand
took him to various events in Cubbing with no apparent problems.
Through the association Dick LaChapelle promised to do the same
thing with |l ~hen he was of age for Tiger Cubs.

CONF015799



&LaChape.e follcwed through with hi,cc:.mmrtment to "sgensor”

and signed up to Le his Tiger teaam memer in Pack 37 in

Qctober. Attached are the comments shared about a
Scouting outing Mr, LaChapelle took her son on Novemscer 10 and
1. She understood this was a troop outing and Mr, LaChapelle

said this would be a great chance to get involved with the other
bors.

See attached description of November 10 and Il events involving

Bl :c Dick LaChapelle as given to me oy || NGNGB

Meeting ended at 12:085.

I called Division of Social Service and officially reported the

story o*Mn behalf of North Essex Council. (She had
already nem herself)

I next called the Area Director and reported my findings and
described my plan to inveolve Council President in suspending
Richard LaChapelle for ignoring the two deep leadership policy.

December 1, 1988 at $5:45 PM

A meeting took place with myself, Richard LaChapelile, Council
President; John Booth and Ken Bonanno; Council Commissioner.

The attached "Maintaining Standards of Leadership Letter" was
given to Mr., LaChapelle at that time with a brief general
explanation that he had not followed the "two deep leadership
policy of the BSA.® He was shocked, stating that he always did
accept for his tiger cub outings. He said he felt they were one
on one activities but I reenforced that overnight activities and
camping are not allowed in tiger cubs and he should no longer
associate with the BSA. He was given the "review board procedure
outline" and our assurance that only the Executive officers of
the three Chartered partners would be called. We also told him I
would say "Richard LaChapelle is no longer associated with the
BsA."

The meeting adjourned at 4:40 PM
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AT Boy Scouts of A‘r:ca .
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SV
_ b Lawrence, Massachusetts 01840 L Tzlephone -

@

December |, 1988

s

Salem, MA 01970

Dear Dick:

After careful review, we have decided that your registration with
the Boy Scouts of America should be suspended. We are theréfore
compelled to request that you sever any relations that you may
have with the Boy Scouts of America. A refund of your

registration fee is enclosed.

You should wunderstand that BSA membership registration is a
privilege and is not automatically granted to everyone who
applies, We reserve the right to suspend registration whenever
there is a concern that an individual may not meet the high
standards of membership which the BSA seeks to provide for

American youth,

If you wish to have this decision reviewed by a council review
commi ttee, please write to me within &0 days of the date of this
letter, explaining your wversion of the facts supporting your

claim that your registration as a BSA member should be
reinstated. The procedures for a review of this decision are
attached.

Sincerely yours,

John P. Booth
President

_,&_ AEMBER AGENCY MERRIMACK YALLEY UNITED FUND. INC.
i
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North —Xn‘o

ver teacher /s«

faces second sex charge

By Susan Forrest
Eagle-Tribune Writer

A suspended North Andover
teacher surrendered to New
Hampshire authorities yesterday
following a grand jury indictment
charging him with sexual assault
of a child.

Richard LaChapelle, 39, of Sa-

-lem, Mass., stands accused of mo-
lesting a 10-year-old North Andov-
er boy last summer in Raymond,
N.H., during a Boy Scout outing.

He was secretly indicted by a :

Rockingham County Jury late last |
month, Raymond, N.H. Police

Chief Richard Dolan said.

In a separate incident two

months ago, Mr. LaChapelle was -

arrested for the alleged sexual as-

sault of a 7-year-old North Andov- ‘
er boy while the two were alone on |

an unsanctioned Cub Scout trip in
Sturbridge, Mass. The incident
took place at the Day’s Inn Motel,
police said.

Mr. LaChapelle, a third grade
teacher at the Franklin School,
was suspended last month from
his teaching job after the Stur-
bridge incident.

He was serving as a North An-
dover Boy Scout leader during
both alleged sexual assauits. He
was fired from the Lawrence-
based North Essex Boy Scouts

Counetl Dee. 1.

He had been involved in scout-

ing for 20 years.

Mr. LaChapelle, who lives with

his mother in Salem, was released |
from Rockingham County Jail in.:
Brentwood, N.H., yesterday ater .
he posted a $5,500 cash bail, <

He is to be arraigned on the

charge in Superior Cowrt in Exets-:
er, N.H., next week. . -

3/20(3 T Do

Ex-Boy

Scout leader

charged in third state

By Mary Beth Donovan
Eagle-Tribune Writer

Former North Andover
teacher and Boy Scout leader
Richard LaChapelle was
charged today in Rhode Island
with sexually molesting a mem-
ber of his scout troop.

Mr. LaChappelle was ar-

- rested on similar charges by
Sturbridge police in December
and by Raymond, N.H., police
in February. All three arrests
involve boys in North Andover
scouting programs.

Block Isiand Police Chief
Paul Riker said the alleged as-
sault took place around July 11,
1988, when Mr. LaChapelle took

" a North Andover boy, then 11

years old, on a trip to Block Is-

_land, off the coast of southern

Mr, LaChapelle was charged

" with second-degree sexnal as-

sault for allegedly fondling the
bOY'.

“We are talking about two
incidents on two separate
nights,’ said Chief Riker, The
two incidents took place at two
hotels, the New Shoreham
House and the Water Street Inn,
he said.

The boy confided in a friend
during a Christmas party early
this year, just as allegations
against Mr. LaChapelle be-
came public. The friend con-
tacted the boy’s parents who in
turn contacted authorities,

The Eagle-Tribune does not
identify victims of alleged
abuse.

Mr. LaChapelle, 39, of Sa-
lem, N.H., who taught third
grade at Franklin School, has

been removed from the class-

room and now does school ad-
ministrative work. He was sus-~
pended from the Boy Scouts in
early December.

Mr. LaChapelle furned him-
self in to Block Island police
this morning. He was freed on
$1,000 cash bail.

Mr. LaChappelle was silent
during his arraignment this
morning, putting his hands in
hig pockets and staring at the
floor. . :

His lawyer, John Tramonti
Jr., told the judge that Mr. La-
Chappelle has: been a teacher
for 18 years and active in scout-
ing. He said he has no prior re-
cord other than the two pre-
vious arrests on similar

charges.
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Cub Scout leader is
accused of molestmg boy

By Susan Forrest
and Paula Fuoco
Eagle-Tribune Writers

NORTH ANDOVER — A teacher who was also a Cub
Scout leader was arrested in Sturbridge yesterday for
charges of molesting a seven-year-old boy over a two-day

period.

Richard Lachapelle, 39, was released on bail this morn-
ing after being arraigned in Dudley District Court on -
charges of indecent assault and battery on a child under 4.

Mr. Lachapelle is accused of molesting a North Andover
boy at the Day s Inn ’\/Iotel in Sturbridge Nov. 10, Sturbridge

Pluse seo MOLEST, Page 5

e

LAWRENCE EA& TRIBUNE » MONDAY DECEMBER 19. 1988

-Scout leader is accused of abuse

Molest rrompage 1

Police Chief
ibbons said. The un-
identified ven-year-oid child was
a member of Cub Scout Pack 87 at
the Athnsm School in' Nortb in-
dover. g
North Andover School Superm-
tendent George Blaisdell said this

Keavin F1

morning he suspended Mr. Lacha- |

pelle from his third grade teaching |
job at Franklin School last Thurs-
da o
- Mr Lachapelle was also ﬁred
from his Scout duties with the -
. \Iorth Essex.Boy Scouts Council. * |
The bay's mother said Mr. La- '
chapelle took fier son to Sturbridge
Nov. 10 and returned him home j
Saturday, Nov. 12. “He took my
son for two days,” she said. *“He
led me to believe it involved the
whole troep.”
" She said she later found out oth-
er Scouts and their families only
went to Sturbridge for the day.
“My son came home extremely
upset,” the mother said. She said
her son told her Mr Tarhanaila

R L

Child at Risk hotline and was re-
ferred to the state Department of

Mr. Blaisdell said Mr. Lacha-
pelle reacted to his suspension
with ‘‘shock and pain. He wants to
assure me that he’s done nothing
wrong,” he said.

Mr. Blaisdell said the teacher

was suspended, without making

any )udgments in order not to dis-
rupt the class.

“It was more protectxve of the
children’s interests in education to
not be faced in the classroom,”
Mr. Blaisdell said. .

Mr. Lachapelle bas been em-
ployed by the  North Andover'
school system for many years, Mr.
Blaisdell said.

- ._-'s
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