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REGISTRATION, ’CRIPTION AND STATISTICAL SERVI. APPENDIX A

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

pare OCTOBER 1985

SOCIAL SECURITY

FULL NAME MITCHELL P. BURGESS . NUMBER
{No initials if you can possibly get full name)

acoress_ [

CITY A IKEN STATE SOUTH CAROLINA ZIP CODE 29801

DATE OF BIRTH 2/20 (This is important and should be exact)

APPROXIMATE AGE 65 {To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known)
ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH

RELIGION EPISCOPALIAN - NATIONALITY

occupaTrIoN RETIRED - DU PONT, INC. (S.R.P.) CHEMICAL ENG.

EDUCATION
WEIGHT EST-130-140 LBS HEIGHT 5'3'" APPROX. RACE CAUS
COLOR OF HAIR GRAY COLOR OF EYES

OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTERESTSVERY BAD LIMP-ONE LEG SHORTER THAN OTHER

(SONS)
CHILDRE

ogsible)

MARRIED OR SINGLE MARRIED

NAME OF SPOUSE

SCOUTING CONNECTIONS:

UNIT # CITY STATE POSITION DATE REGISTERED DATE RESIGNED

SPECIAL RECOGNITION _SILVER BEAVER - SCOUTER AWARD ~ SCOQUTER XFY

SUSPENDED OR DENIED REG:STRATION FOR FOLLOWING REASONS:

SPECIFY THE FACTS WH.;.CH LEZAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL OF REGISTRATION AND LIST ATTACHED
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (STATE ONLY KNOWN FACTS, NOT RUMOR, CONJECTURE OR SPECULATION):

T 124 AIKEN, S.C. MC MAR 55 - MAR 59, T 124 AIKEN, S.C. CC NOV 67-MAR -
T 404 AIKEN, S.C. SA JAN 79 - JAN 80, T 146 AIXEN, S.C. SM JAN 80-JAN ¢

8604 AIKEN, S.C. UNIT COMM. (80) MAR.S81 - DEC 8
T 146 AIKEN, S.C. MC JAN 81 - MAR 84  gigneq ué/ Ll
E 146 AIKEN, S.C. MC MAR &4 « iMAR 85 EXECUTIVE

F. STARON _IAN28'85 ouncil G’ﬁ C b LZ;;S

RS-509
4/14/83-nah NOV 13&5 * JOSEPH L. A L M
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o Seorgia—CaroHna COuncﬂ No. 93

January 30, 1986 CL

Mr. Chubby T. Earnest
- Scout: Exacutive

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: Mitchell P. Bargess
Dear Chubby: |

Thank you for the detailed information concerning the above Scouter. We have ;.
reviewed this case with our Attorney and have now placed this man on the
Confidential File. -

Siancerely, .

Paul Ernst, Director
Registration, Subscription &
Statistical Service
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Alken standard, Aiken, S, C., Monday, December 23, 1985 Page JA

"OPINION®

Page AA Monday, December 23, 1985

‘Creative” Sentencing:
Perhaps 1t’s An Answer

- Circuit Judge Richard E, Fields has taken a bold and
perhaps controversial step in the sentencing of Mitchell Bur-
gess, 65, a prominent Aikenite who. pleaded guilty to two
counts of committing lewd acts upon a child under 14 years
of age. -

The judge accepted the recommendatmn of Mr Burgess
neighbors that he be given the advantage of “creative sen-
tencing.”” Instead of committing Mr. Burgess to prison, his
six-year sentence was suspended upon payment of $2,000 on
each count and five years of intensive probation.

That probation includes the payment of $10,000 into a fund
to be used as needed for counseling of the victims; private
counseling for Mr. Burgess with emphasis on the serious
psychological problems that sexual abuse can cause to vic-
tims; and participation for at least two years in programs of
assistance to the Coalition to Assist Abused Persons, the
Aiken-Barnwell Mental Health Clinic dnd the Aiken County
Department of Social Services; ‘‘reasonable home confine-
ment’’ with the privilege of attending church and also meet-
ing his probationary requirements. The sentence also forbids
him to have unsupervised contact thh female minor
children.

The decision made by Judge Flelds reﬂects his compas-
sion and also his wisdom. It is not likely that a prison term
would accomplish much other than to prevent the recurrence
of the crime until he is released. The sentence appears to do
this and also it provides help for the victims, something often
overlooked in sentencing. :

Mr. Burgess is fortunate in that he has good and mﬂuentlal
friends who have intervened in his behalf to come up with a
solution that seems fair to all. His good fortune is due-in part
to the fact that except for this unexpiainable weakness, he
has led a good and useful life in his community and in hls
church.

Many who must be sentenced for like crimes are not 3o .
- fortunate; they are condemned to long prison sentences and

- are consxdered outcasts by society. Of course, no judge or_

probationary system can remove the stigma that Mr. Bur-

gess will wear for the rest of his life. We-hope that his victims
will fare better, but it is important that the gravity of the
crime not be forgotten

At the same time, it is desirable, we feel, that society take

a hard look at sexual deviation of this type and that the legal

and medical professions — along with organized religion —

" find 'ways to deal mth the problem, if possible before such '

CI'HTIES occur.
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. A program for ‘couts. Boy Scouts, and Explorers

Georgia Carolina Council No. 93
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

SGOUTING/USA

December 23, 1985

Mr. Paul Ernst, SUM 108
Boy Scouts of America

|
Irving, Texas 75038-3096

Dear Paul:

~ Enclosed news articles complete the story on
Mitchell P. Burgess as we know it.

Haoi;%?ollda

Chubby arnest
Scout tive
\}.'V: -
,‘\‘\') 1’\{\x
R Q,b %/5
v ! )
j)\’ LV\L ,‘3’4\ 0”(‘\)
[1_\4 N ~
AY U i
"
\\C ~Y
&~
£. STARCN
mz&m A UNITED WAY MEMBER AGENCY

Unitad Wy
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. A program for. Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Explorers

Georgia Carolina Council No. 93
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

SCIUTING/USH I

November 11, 1985

Mr. Paul Ernst, Director

Reiistration Service, BSA

Irving, Texas 75038-3096
Dear Paul:

Here is what we have at this time on Mitchell P.
Burgess. Our sources of information indicate there
will be a trial. We will keep you posted on
developments.

Sincerely yours,

CTE:rr

A UNITED WAY MEMBER AGENCY
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September 30, 1985

Mr. Chubby T. Earnest
Scout Executive
Georgia-Caralina Council, No. 33

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: Mitchell P. Bergess

Dear Chubby:

Thank you for the information you sent us on August 8 cancerning Mitchell P.
Bergess. This informaticn is most helpful to us and will enable us to set up
a f1le for future refusal of registration.

I am enclosing a Confidential Record Sheet which I would l1ike to have
completed so that we can identify Mr. Bergess should he try to register from
some other location. We would also Tike to have the outcome of any legal
action which takes place so that we may have a more solid reascn for refusing

registration.

Let us know if we may he of any help.

Sincerely,

Paul Ernst, Oirector 25
Registratton, Subscription & 8 S
Statistical Service \ )

c1f
cc: Southeast Region

Enclaosure
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SCOUTING/USA

F. STARCM
AUG1 41985

Mr. Paul I Ernst

Reiistration Service, BSA

Irving, Texas 75038-3096
PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Paul:

Please take necessary steps on enclosed.

August 8, 1985

A program for .5couts. Boy Scouts, and Explorers

Georgia Carolina Council No. 93
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

The person

in question is not currently registered, but was

registered thru March of 1985.

recipient 22??

He is a Silver Beaver

We will keep you informed as events develop.

CTE:rr

Enclosures

Sincerely yours,

7 /)
Lk

Scout Exegutive

A

.\ Earnest

A UNITED WAY MEMBER AGENCY
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