CONFLUBNILAL KELCURD ORLLL

REGISTRATION, .SCRIPTION AND STATISTICAL SERV' APPENDIX A

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

DATE__Julwv 2, 1986

SOCIAL SECURITY

FULL NAME Milton Harold Sills NUMBER
(No initials if you can possibly get full name)

ADDRESS___—

CITY Bloomingdale STATE Georgia ZIP CODE___ 31302

DATE OF BIRTH Januaryvy 16. 1943 (This is important and should be exact)

APPROXIMATE AGE 473 (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known)

RELIGIOW unknown NATIONALITY American

OCCUPATION Police Chief (terminated S5-22-864)

EDUCATION
COLOR OF HAIR grey COLOR OF EYES hlne

OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTERESTS

MARRIED OR SINGLE single CHILDREN

(Number, ages, and names, if possible)
NAME OF SPOUSE

SCOUTING CONNECTIONS:

UNIT # CITY STATE POSITION DATEZ REGISTERED DATE RESIGNED
. v IO h a— . - <
202 Pooler Georgia s .C. 9% 2— MpAg (538

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

SUSPENDED OR DENIED REGISTRATION FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: .
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SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL COF REGISTRATICN AND LIST ATTACHED
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (STATE ONLY KNOWN FACTS, NCT RUMOR, CONJECTURE OR SPECULATION) :
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SAVIO ALSSELL SMiTw

Mr. Bugene M. Smith
Unit Manager

N——

Atlanta, Georgia 30358-2001

Re: Your File Number : 835-72051 69 19
Insured : Boy Scouts of America
Claimant : William Walton Carter
D/a s 9-27-70
Our PFile Number : 4485

Dear Gene:

As we have discussed, there is a possibility we will
have to deal at trial with allegations that Chris Blaine had
homosexual tendencies while he served as scoutmaster of Troop 30.
Although we will have more to say about this in our next report,
we want you to know about a contrcversy in the Savannah area that
could make any evidence of homosexuality particularly damaging.

/7

We are enclosing an article that appeared in the June 5
edition of the Savannah Morning News. This article describes the
indictment of the police chief of a suburb ¢f Savannah. The
police chief is accused of having meclested three boys, under the
dge of rourteen, while they weré Boy scouts in a trocp Lot which—
the polide chief served as scoutmaster. The article says that
one of the incidents occurred at Camp Strachan, which is a faci-
lity owned and operated by the Coastal Empire Council.

s

_— This is not the first newspaper article on the police
chief, as he has been under investigation for several weeks.
Although earlier articles made passing references to his involve-
ment with the boy scouts, this is the first article in which spe-
cific allegations are made of a scout having been molested.

It is impossible to evaluate the effect this development
could have on our case. We do, however, expect our case to go to
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hatham Indicts Ex-chief on Molestation Counts

By JAN SKUTCH
Sialt Writer

f'ormer Pooler Police Chi€f Milton Sills>
was indweted by the Chatham Counily grand
Juy Wednesday on a total of five counts of
tInld molestation and two counts of sodomy
molving three victims

The three separate indictments list three
buvs cach under age 14 Each victim re-
portedly was a floy Scout at some ume dur-
g his relationship with Sills. 1n ecach of the
three cases, at least one of the incidents
uited occurred at a Boy Scout facility in

& .

Pooler or Chatham County. * Two counts of child molestation involv.
The local indictments charge Sills with: ing a third boy. One of the acts allegedly oc-
» Two counts of child molestation involv.  curred in the Pooler Roy Scout building on
ing a boy. One of the incidents allegedly oc-  April 18. The other, involving the same vic-
curred at Boy Scout Camp Strachan be- tim, sllegedly occurred at a place identified
tween June 1 and June 30, 1983, while the as “'Devil's Woodyard,” located in Chatham
second occyrred in May 1983 on Adamms County pear Pooler, between Jan. | and
Road in Bloomingdale, the indictment Marchdl.
choryfes. Sills. 43, was indicted on Monday by the
* ® One count of child motestation and twoe  Effingham County grand jury on six counts
counts of sndomy involving another bay ma  of child molestation and one count of nggra-
camp trailer at the Pooler By Scout Build-  vated sodomy against a minor in connection
ing_on Bourne Avenue. The child molesia- — with incidents involving two boys, 10 and 12
Tion allegedly occurred in October and the  years old.
sodomy during February and on April 25. Effingham County Superior Conrt Judge

Joseph Neville Tuesday set a 815,000 bond
for Sills, but ordered that he remain “locked
up” at Georgia Regional Hospital, where he
was voluntarily admitted May 20,

Sills, palice chiel in the westside commu-
nity for fonr years, was actively involved
with the Boy Scouts. He was suspended ay
chiel May 9 and resigned May 22

At Tuesday's bund hearing in Spring.
ficld, Sills’ wttorney, Michuel Gardner. tohd
Neville that Georgia legional Hospital phy-
sictan Dr Charles Usher smtially had re-
fused to release Sills and described Sills as
“suicidal

CONF023925



Sills

‘tinned From Page 1A

Sills worked as a security guard
at Chatham City Apartments when
former Bloomingdale police chief
Mike Argust hired him in June 1976,
Strozier said.

*It was one of these deals where
you just don't check (the back-
ground of applicants) like you
should." Strozier said.

After Sills began working in
Bloomingdale ‘“he immediately
started undercutting Mike
(Argust),” Strozier said. “*He would
tell me little things Mike was doing
that he didn't particularly like. I just
think when a man gives you a job,
you ought to be loyal.”

Pooler hired Sills about six years
ago and made him chief two years
later.

City officials have refused to re-
lease Sills’ resume, citing privacy
laws. However, Pooler City Manag-
er Dan Massey said it lists local em-
ployment since 1972. Sills is 43.

In the last six years, Sills ignited
Pooler's enthusiasm and convinced
people to donate time, money and
talents to converting the old
Startand Dairy property into one of
the state’'s nicest Boy Scout facili-

e earned a reputation as a man
who could turn wayward boys into
responsible citizens, teach them
skills and improve their grades and
attendance at school.

[ don't know if he was trying to
repent or what, but we know he
helped out a lot of kids.” one city of-
ficial said. *Some of the things he
did were really super."

Once named ‘‘Policeman of the
Year” and “Citizen of the Year.”
Sills recently received a letter of
commendation from President Rea-
gan, praising him for his outstand-
ing work with the Scouts.

Shearhouse said the first com-
plaint against Sills surfaced about a
year age when a distraught woman

told him the chief had molested her
nephew. Shearouse, who talked to
the boy’s parents, said the mother
and father steadfastly maintained
that the charges were ridiculous.

“I believed the parents because [
had no facts,” he said.

Six months later, Shearouse said,
a 10-year-old boy ran up to Sills dur-
ing a parade, “hugged him around
the neck and kissed him.”

After the two incidents,
Shearouse said he became wary of
“the way the boys would hang on
him (Sills)’* and the way the chief
touched and treated the youngsters.

“*Any time you're dealing with a
man’'s life and charge him with
something like this, you better have
the facts,” Shearouse said. ““! had
my suspicions, but just because
some child gets up and makes an ac-
cusation, you don't want to throw
darts at him. We were dealing with a
man’s life.”

About a meonth ago, Shearouse
said, a 15-year-old boy told him that
the chief had molested one of the
boy’s friends. After the teen-ager
convinced his friend to come forth,
city officials talked to the boy and
his parents.

The boy’s mother toild the offi-
cials that Sills gave her son expen-
sive gifts and $30 to $40 in spending
money, Shearouse said.

It was a serious-enough accusa-
tion that you couldn’t pass it off,”
said Councilman Jimmy Anderson,
who oversees the police department.
“Even if it wasn’t true, it was seri-
ous enough that he had to be
cleared. Not until the GBI got in-
volved ‘with it did [ ever dream it
would reach this magrtude.”

Shearouse and Anderson called in
the Georgia Bureau of Investigation
the day after they spoke with the
boy’s family. Agents then taiked
with four families and told the city
they had a defirte case of child mo-
lestation on their hands.

“When you're dealing with a man
of that high of a caliber, or who you
thought was of that caliber, [ don’t
know how to describe my reaction,”
Anderson said.

New!

e/0 /S0

Last year, in am interview with

the Savannah Morning News and’

Evening Press, Sills talked about his
work with the Boy Scouts.

“One thing wrong with kids today
is they lose respect for themselves,"”
Sills had said. “My key role is to
make them learn respect not only
for themselves but for other people.
Scouzing teaches them to be a better
citizen, a better person. I've seen it

- change a lot of the boys’ lives. If a

boy will stay with it six months, [
can change him. I can change his at-
titude."

One Pooler resident who has
known Sills for six years said the
chief had an extraordinary fascina-
tion with guns and owned a veritable
armory. He spoke often of his *kick-
ass’’ fantasies and combat experi-
ences in Vietnham, although
Shearouse said Sills was only in the
Marine Reserves and never saw ac-
tive duty.

“He had a Rambo compiex and
liked to talk about guns and all those
things that go along with the Rambo
complex,” the friend said. “Guns
were an erogenous topic with him. If
there was ever a clue, and I never
had a clue, that was it.”

Sills also formed a *‘commando”
squad among Boy Scouts, who
dressed in camouflage and carried
toy rifles - an activity that kept at
least one parent from allowing his
son to join the Scouts.

“ didn’t like the glorification of
war,” the parent said.

Sills aiso taught boys how to
shoot weapons. including M-16 auto-
matic rifles, on the firing range.

“He portrayed himseif as a ma-
cho type person around women and
children. He came out with that
(tough taik) daily," Shearouse said.

About 11:30 a.m. on May 9 - the
day the Pooler council suspended
the chief pending the outcome of the
investigation - GBI agents tele-
phoned Sills from Shearouse’s office
and toid him they needed to discuss
an urgent matter with him. Sills said
he had to take his truck in for re-
pairs and would be back in 30 min-

utes, Sbeamxsesmd.
Slllsneverrenu'ned.

the Boy
. his
police uniforms foided in perfect
military precision. On his bed
table he had laid out his gum,

identification and the Manne Corps
ring he had proudly worn.

§§

Sales receipts for clothes pur-
chased at Wai-Mart the day before
were still in the trailer and the GBI
concluded Sills had chinged clothes
and dropped out of sight.

Shearouse called an emergency
council meeting at 2 p.m.

“The GBI continued (o investi-
gate and found more and more boys
involved and more and more boys
coming forth,” the mayor said.

While Sills was still being sought,
he sent his resignation to City Hall
via his girifriend. Since Sills had not
been charged nor indicted, the city
rejected it. R

“I think he thought that we would
accept the resignation, drop the
charges and tell him to get out of
town,”” Shearouse said.

When the GBI gathered encugh
evidence to seek indictments, the
city sent word through Sills’ girl-
friend that if he didn’t turn himself
in. the GBI would pick him up. When
Sills didn’t come voluntarily, GB{
agents found Sills in the first place
they looked - his girlfriend’s house.

When the GBI arrived, Sills said
he wanted to confine himseif volun-
tarily to Georgia Regionai Hospital,
a psychiatric facility. After Sills ag-
mitted himself, the city council re-
considered and accepted his resig-
nation. Less than two weeks later,
two grand juries handed down 14 in-
dictments involving five children.

“] feel that there are more vic-
tims,” Shearouse said. *‘Some par-
ents did not allow us to talk to their
children. We feel that there are oth-
ers but we were refused cogsulta-

tion.”

Not everyone in Pooler believed
Sills was capabie of molesting young
boys. At first, residents turned out to
support the chief. One group planned
a parade in his honor until city offi-
cials taiked them out of it.

“It's pathetic, it's tragic and it’s
terrible for the kids,” one resident
said. “The kids really worshiped

During last year's interview, Sills
had said of the Boy Scouts, *

isn’t something I couldj qun
walk away Tom. [ have
kids to think abeut.”

Now the kids are the aniy things
Pooler parents age thinking about.

-h?

——3
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Scout xecutive

Coastal EZmpire Council, Ho. 29

CERSOMAL X COHFIDENTIAL SUSGICT: Hiton H. Sitis

sear Hdoffard:

Thank vou very mucih far 217 the information uhich you have sent Us concarning
the above-named incividual. The Conridential Reccord Sheet wiil be Lost
aeipful ia identifying Iir. 3ills should he try tc registar at scme other tine
in 3 different locaticn,

Please keep us informea as iagal action fakes placz. e would like fo kncw
the final outcowe to complete our §

Thank ycu again for your %elp in protecting the youth of .wmerica.

Sincareiy,

Paul Srnst, Diractor
Registration, Subscription &
Statisticai Servics

eak }

¢c: Scutheast Reqion
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COASTAL EMPIRE COUNCIL AP
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA S

June 5, 1986

Mr. Paul Ernst
Director of Registration Service

Boy Scouts of America CONFIDENTIAL

Irving, Texas 75062 - 1296

Dear Paul:

Enclosed are several news clippings regarding the arrest and subsequent indictment
of one Milton H. Sills. He is registered as the Scouting Coordinator of Troop
S-0202.  The chartered organization is the Pooler Georgia Police Department.

In conversation with the Mavor of Pooler, Chief Sills has been officially removed
irom any and all responsibility with the police department and the Boy Scout Troop.

It is our opinion that there is suificient information to place his name on the confi-
dential list and hereby request such action.

Sincerely vours,

Wofiord E. Malphrus
Scout Executive

WEM/sr

cc: George Atherholt
Tom Burgess

)

Serving Bryan, Bulloch, Candler, Chatham, Effingham, Evans,

L"w, Long, Screven, Tattnall, & Toombs.unties

A United Way Member Agency

CONF023929
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Official

Of Pooler
Suspended

By RICHARD GREER
Statt Writer

Pooler Police Chief Milton H, Sills
was suspended without pay Friday
amid allegations of sexual miscon-
duct, accarding ta city offictals and
the GBI, which h hwutigatmg the
case.
By late ﬁﬁiy aﬂemoon'. at-
tempts by Georgia. Bureau of Inves-

Ligation agerts- to locate Sill§ for -

questioning were
unsuccessful, ac-
cording * to.: <ity.
councilmenm {3

“We have had'
WL unaliung k
made of sexus] I
nnsconduct,”
City Councilman
Richard White
said. White, as ) P
did a «tring of >
et Sills
vials, dectined W comment rurther
on SHls, 2 feemaer Blooining::le p
lice officer and an active Bov Scouts
volunteer

The Pooler Boy Scout Troop
scoutmaster said he understuod that
the allegations invoived Boy Scouts
{0 a eertain degree."

“1.am shocked,” said Dave
Schneider, the scoutmaster. Schnei.
der said Sills, a coordinator of; the
50-person troop, ‘‘volunteered s lot
of his time and efforts.” The Patler
Policé;Department. was the sporsor-
ing organization far the troap. £

“Wd ' gdo on campouts every
month, and-there-was nothing {4 in-
dicate pnyﬁﬁng lez that,” Schnef
der sajd. i

Mayor Jack shearouse couid hot
be reached for comment. GBI Agent
Harry Coursey would not comment
on the case, other than to say the
city requested the bureau's asais-
tance,

City Attorney Ron Ginsberg said
he heard of the alleged misconduct
about two days ago.

“Sotne rumors surfaced,” Gins-
berg sawd.

Ginsberg would not say f the al-
teged sexual activity involved juve-
niles or adults.

"We have been told not to discuss
it while it's in .the investigative
<tuees,” Mayor Pro-Tem Terry Tu-
+n said, Of course something had
‘v e done. The GBI is conducting an
saestigation ™

‘{'m not gong to say aavthing,”

iy Manager Dan Massey said.

Counciiman Al Defilippis sawd
that by § p.m. Sills still had not been
tocated.

Glenda Shearouse of the Westside
News, and the ex-wife of Mayor
Shearouse, said she knew of the alle-
1ations hut couid not comment on
them.

The city council suspended the
chief in an emergency session. it
Aas nat knovm if the ~hief was pres-
spt. Capt D.L. Knaust has been
1uinmed acting chief of the seven-man
Jdepartment.

Sills joined the Pooler depart-
mient in 1978 and was anamed palice
shief in May 1982, Sills was cited in
1978 as Police Officer of the Year by
the West Chatham Exchange Club.

BALTIMORE - Leslie Genevieve, even at the str"ﬁll‘lhmugh Baltimore’s Shery
tender age of 15 months, enjoys the beauty of a

8y RICHARD GREER ‘7"

Staff Writer o

A passenger car crashed into the rear of an Appling
County Pubiic Schools bus Friday afternoon, killing ail.

mdhinmen

Bennett, 39, all of Baxiey.
‘«‘i‘hhbha was nearly empty, Supeﬂnuniun

T . said, because the driver was. !
'm"m They wen:ontheirny&ﬂw

| Gary
_cently. Toeslie, who lives in Wist A

tulip as she stops to enjoy the flowers during a vigmngher grandmother in Baltinore, ; .
A i :

3 K]ll%d in- App_:v

dernmtary school | axiey, .-~
three persons in the car, police said. *said one or tv:nm gtﬂdm ;;ﬂ!

None of the 10 students on the hus were seriously ln- brulses. ‘They were treated and returned Home
jured, palice and school officials said. bug carried the rest of the children home.. -:
"“There didn’ liseem to be g:y injuries o:; amr; chlld;m . medical technicians were

on the bus.' Appiing County Sher:ff Louis er said. ;.mm were unable t victimy
Parker said a small car rear-ended the bus sbout six ;> e o revive the
miles east of Baxiey on Ten Mile Highway about 3:30

.

SylWeswere extremely lucky witht {ﬁuc"
. Mg said.
bus sustained
Killed were Eiton Kirkland 35: Robert Harper, 53; v some damage, Twiggy

}

car, Parter said, “was pretty weil torn up,”

8y BETH REESE
Brunswick Bureau

BRUNSWICK - Holley Electric Corp. has
agreed Lo pay the state of Georgia $20,000 1n
damages in connection with a spil of toxic
chemicals at the firm’s plant in Jesup in
1983, according to a proposed settlement
agreement.

Assistant  Attorney General Patricia
Barmeyer said Friday-that the settlement
agreement, reached last week, had been sub-
mitted to Brunswick Clrcuit Superior Court
Judge Gordon Knox Jr. for approval.

The state of Georgia filed suit against the
company and its owner, Lynwood Holley of
lacksonville, Fla., for more than $1.35 mik-
Yo in March 1963, State attorneys charged
that PCBe {polychlorinated biphenyls, which
ars believed 1o cause cancer) and explosive

stes were mishandled at Hol-

Holley Electric "Resolves P

ley’s facility in Jesup.

Following preliminary injunction hear.
ings that same year, Knox ordered Holley to
remove contaminated soil from the piant
grounds as well as from adjacent drainage
ditches and dirt roads that served an adja
cent residential area. The hazardai« fev
brought to the Holley piant from an Arsy ue
pot in New JM ‘were dispaged «f e the
mmuryu\

The state’ e f claim for $1.35 inition
in damages , after Holles vk
ers conductedf, p under th- NUEROS
ston of the iﬁxvironmen'.nl Lo en
Dtviston. Pelatm constite v ote
attorneys’ Mo{ what a stae« -t
ed cleanup would have ... ey
is reported V8. spent more thon =1 v
on the cleanufi:ery .

The settiement will replace state -1 una
involving a july sward of $100,000 1t ruuutive
damages and mthm BT i e o

'Y'(

.. :ﬂ,zﬂ_{‘ b

CONF023930



: heardﬁ-omhmxdnringthepuu&

" 24 hours,’ Girisberg said: early Sz

urday: “He may besomewhere tr
Ing to sort things out.’” . *:.

White said the eouncu mvmga

ed Sills’ conduct before the susper

sion, but said no. charges have bee

'he though£: the- | case -invalved. Bo:
Scouts 1o a certain degree.”

" Schneider:; said:“there was noth
ing to indicate” that Sills was in
voived in: sexual misconduct. The

chief was named: Pohce Cfficer o:
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aills

Continaed From Page 1A

Sills worked as 3 security guard
at Chatham city Apartments when
igrmer Bloomingdale police chief
\iike Argust nired him 12 June 1976,
strozier said.

-+{t was one of these deals where
you just don't check (the back-
Zround of applicants! like you
snould,” Strozer said.

After Sills began
sloomingdale ~he immediately
started undercutting Mike
rargust),” Strozier said. +He would
tell me little things Mike was doing
that he didn’t pamcuia:ly like. [ just
rhink whea 3 man gives you 3 job,
you ought to be loyal.”

Pooler hired Sills about six years
ago and made him chief two years
{ater.

City officials nave refused 'o re-
lease Sills' resume. citing privacy
laws. However. Pooler City Manag-
ar Dan Massey said it lists local em-
ployment since 1972 Sills is 43.

working in

s 0

‘tand Datry property into one of

. state's mcest Boy Scout i
f1es.

Ye earned & reputation as 3 man
who could wrn wayward boys into
responsible citizens. teach them
swills and improve their grades and
attenzance at school.

"1 don't xnow if ne was trying 0
repent ot what, but we Rnow he
helped out a 1ot of kids.* one City of-
fqcial said. Some of the things ne
aid were really super.”

Once named ““Policeman of the
vear and —Citizen of the Year.,”
Sills recently received a letter of
commendation from President Rea-
Zan. praising aim for his outstand-
ing work with the Scouts.

Shearhouse said the first com-
olaint against sills surfaced about 3
vear ago when a distraught woman

told him the chief had molested her
nephew. Shearouse, who talked 0
the boy’s parents. said the mother
tather steadfastly malmam

a 1Q-year-old poy ran up to S
ing a parade. ~hugged him around
the neck and ki im.”
the WO incidents,
Shearouse said he became wary of
“the way the boy3 would hang on
nim (Sills)” and the way the chief
touched and treated the youngsters.
+Any time you're dealing with a
man’s life and charge nim Wi
something like this, you better have

the facLs.".ShearOuse said. 1 had

cusation. you
darts at him. We were dealing with a

man's life.”

Aboat 2 month 280 Shearouse
said, a 15-year-old poy told him that
the chief had molested oneé of the
poy's friends. After the teen-ager
convinced his friend to come forth,
city officials taiked tO the boy and
nis parents.

The bay’s mother told the offi-
cials that Sills gave her son expen-
sive gifts and $30 to 540 In spending
money, Shearouse said.

»lt was 3 serious-enough accusa-

tion that you couidn't pass it off,”

who oversees the police department.
“Eyen if it wasn't irue. it was seri-
ous enough that he nhad to be
the GBI got in-
volved with it did 1 ever dream it
would reach this magnituge.”

Shearouse and Anderson called in
the Geocgia Buread of Investigation
the day after they spoke with the
o0y’'s family. Agents then taiked
with four ramilies and told the city
they had a definite case of child mo-~
testation o0 their hands.

When you're dealing with a man
of that high of 3 caliber. or wha you
thought was of that caliber. { dom't
know fow 0 describe my reaction.”
Anderson said.

Last year, in 38 interview with
the Savannah Morning News
ening Press. Sills talked about his

is they lose respect for themselves.
Sills had said. My Key role is 0
make them learn respect not only
for themselves but for other people.
Scouting teaches them to be a better
citizen, a better person. ['ve seen it

- change a lot of the boys’ lives. ifa

boy will st3Y with it six months.
can change pim. [ can change his at-
titude.”

Cne Pooler cesident who has
known Sills for six years said the
chief had an extraordinary fascina-
tion with guns and owned a veriable
ry. He spoke often of his ~kick-

ences i Vietn:
Shearguse said Sills was only in the
Marine Resecves and never saw ac-
tive duty.

“He had a Rambo comptex and
liked to talk about guns and ail those
things that g0 along with the Ram
complex,” the i id.
were an erogenous topic with nim. if
there was ever 2 clue, and { never
had a clue, that was it.”

Sills also formed a »eommando”’
squad among y Scouts. who
dressed in camouflage and carried
toy rifles - an activity that kept at
least one parent from ailowng his
son to join the Scouts.

w1 didn't like the glorification of
war," the parent said.

Sills also taught DOYyS how O
shoot weapans. including M-16 auto-
matic rifles. on the firing range-

“He portrayed himseif as 3 ma-
cho type persoft around ‘women and
children. He came out with that
(tough talk) daily,” Shearouse said.

sbout 11:30 a.m. on May 9§ - the
day the Pooler council suspead
the chief pending the outcome of the
investigation -~ GBI agents tele-
phoned Sills from Shearouse's office

and told him they needed o discuss
an urgent master with him. Siils sad
he had to rake his truck in for re

pairs and would be back 1n 30 mun-

utes, Shearouse said.
Sills never

military

table he had laid out his gun, delt.
identification an
ring he had proudly worD.

Sales receipts for clothes pur-
chased at Wal-Mart the day before
were still in the trailer and the GB1
concluded Sils had changed clothes
and dropped out of sight.

Shearouse called an emergency
council meeting at 2p.m.

«The GBI continued to invesu-
gate and found more and more boys
involved and more and more boyS
coming forth.” the mayor said.

«{ think he thought that we would
accept the resignation, drop the
charges and tell him to get out of

town,”’ Shearousé said.

Waen tbe GBI gathered anough
evidence 0 seek indictmenis, the
city sent word through Sills’ girt-
friend that if he didn’t turn himnseld
in, the GBI would pick him up-

Sills didn't come voluntarily. GBI
agents found Sills in the first place
they looked - his girifriend’s house.

When the GBI arrived, Sills zaid
he wanted 0 contine nimself votun-
rarily to Georgia Regional Hospital,
a psychiamc facility. After Qills ad-

i i if. the city council tes
considered anga:ccepwd his resig-

two grana )
dictrents involving five children.

“1 feel that there are mofe e
tims.” Shearouse said. “‘Some par-
ents did not sllow us o ralk to their
children. We feel that there are oth-
ars but we were refused consuita-

tion.”

Not averyone in Pooler pelieved
Sills was capable of molesting younas
poys. At first. residents tyrned out 0
support the chief. One group plann
a parade in Nis nonor untlt city offi-

c1als talked them out of it

~1t's patheuc. iw's tragic and i
terriple for the kids.”” one residen
said. The kids ceally worshipes
mm.”

wad sad ot the 3u¥ Scouts,

isn’t sometning [ could just qwt ar
walk away (roq. L1 g
wids to think abaut.”

v.w the idg are he oply tUR
Ler DATentE are cunking adout.
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