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Naovember 10, 1987

Mr. Archie R. Crain

Scout Executive

tlanta Area Council, No. 92
PERSOMAL AND COMFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Legon E. Eaton

Jdear Archia:

Thank vou for ine detailed information sent concar
This case has sesn reviewed with our attorney an

Confidential Fije.

Sincerely,

PC/mdw

cc: Southeast Region
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siovenoer 2, 1387

Mr. Srad lespein
As3istant Scout Zxecutive
Atlanta Area Council, Hao. 92

22A30UAL « COHMPILEZWIIAL 3935007 Leonm I. 2aton
Jeal 3rad:

Thanx you very mucl fof tae statenents whlch you regently seat coacarining tae
above-aaited individual. This i3 gost helprul to us and cartainly does give us
rae informasion whicih we desired,

I¢ a2ay otiier acticn or information comes to your attention, plaase do aot hesi-
tate €3 send it to 2S. Ia the meantime, I believe we have all the information
2 n2ed for rerfusal af future registration attempts,

«

Paul Erast, Director
Reglstracion Service

eax

cc:  Souta=2ast Region
Archie 2. Crain, Scout zxecutive, Council lNo.

"y
t~
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Date: 28-29 March, 1987
Location: Hard Labor Creek State Park Near Rutledge, Georgia
Scout Units: T502-Don Turner, Scoutmaster

P118, Den 1 - Leon Eaton, Webelos Leader

QOccasion: Combined overnighter of the Troop and Webelos Den. Den invited
by troops subject to father/son pairing of Webelos. 3 Webelos
attending unaccompanied by a parent at the approval of the Webelos
Leader.

Individuals referred to (other than unit leaders above):
Age 18, former member of T502 and currently Assistant Scoutmaster.

T502 Committee Chairman
Age 17, member of T502

Webelos unaccompanied by fathers and occupving the same tent’
(first names unknown)

Age 16, T502 Senior Patrol Leader-of Scoutmaster

Sequence of events:

1. The dav's activities took place without incident except for:
a) my (regrettably unexpressed) displeasure with the unaccompanied Webelos participating
without my prior knowledge and

b) my expressed reluctance to Mr. Eaton to proceed with a Webelos midnight hike
he had planned. He mentioned this several times during the day and, without being argumentative,
[ pointed out that neither he nor I knew the area well enough to conduct much of

a hike at night.

During the day, several of the scouts had questioned Eaton about his Viet Nam experiences.
He was wearing a "Nam' bush hat and other military apparel that attracted the older

boys. I was surprised at his lack of reluctance to answer any guestions the boys asked.

(It is my experience that Veterans of that conflict simply don't talk about it except with
close friends. I'm an employee of the Forces Command Headquarters at Ft. McPherson, GA.
and have been associated with these people here and at 23 Army installations for 11 vears.)

9. Just after dark, several older scouts were sitting at a picnic table. Idon't know what
the discussion was, up to the time of the first incident, ou 2 been particularly
curious about Viet Nam during the day, and had apparently challenged Eaton to arm wrestle.

[ was some distance from the table, but heard Eaton say no one could press his hand to
the table and I turned to watch. [ N [ lll:c twice and each time Eaton's wrist

bent backwards, unusually, anc_and slipped off.

egan laughing loudly, stood up and started letting his own wrist dangle
limply in front of him (in a manner the boys use when referring to a homosexual male)
and velling, "He's limp-wristed, he's limp~wristed."

Member Agency: Counties Served: Carroll, Cherokee. Clayton, Cobb, Dekalb. Douglas. Fulton. Gwinnet:,
Y/,’ Metropolitan Atlanta United Way Haralson, Newton, Paulding, Pickens, and Rockdale
Covington-Newton County United Fund
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w eated on the opposite side of the table, but lunged to his feet and grabbed
the shirt. He just as quickly released his grip, stepped away from the table
ench and moved around to the other side towards [l He acpeared calm.

Within a short time, he had maneuvered ¢l away from the table into the dim edge

of the lantern-lit area and apparently proceeded to show him some "Nam" tricks. Iheard
av something similar to "don't show me - just tell me."” A couple of other scouts

were standing nearby with flashhcrhts and Eaton yelled out "turn out the lights, turn out

the lights."

Almost immediatelv he grabbed—had him on the ground.

I stepped towards them from several feet away and by the time [ got close NN v as
on his feet and moving away from Eaton. —had an odd expression on his face
that [ thought could have been embarrassment or slight injury.

At this point, I attributed the entire incident to horseplay that got a little too rough and
thought nothing further about it. —moved towards the truck his gear was in and

I retreated to my camp site.

3. Shortly thereafter,—came to where [ was and asked if he could speak to me
privately.

He then told me that Eaton followed him to his truck and had just stood and watched him
as he got his gear ready for bed. He then told me that Eaton had grabbed him in the genital

area during the earlier scuffling match.

I told GNP that he might be mistaking what could have been an inadvertent result
of scuffling, but he stated that he didn't think so and was concerned about Eaton.

I told him I'd keep myv eve on Eaton.

4. 1 then watched as@j Il returned to his truck and prepared for bed._

approached the truck and sat on the tail-gate.

Eaton then approached the rear of the truck and begain talking. I then moved towards
them quietly.

As I approached, I heard Eaton say "I grab, but I grab and let go real quick. Some grab
and don't turn loose."

When Eaton noticed me approaching, he immediately changed the subject and said something
about "letting the boys crash instead of taking the midnight hike."

Eaton, then I, then (R left the truck area.

5. I walked back into the shadows and just watched i Bl truck. He began changing
clothes.

Eaton again walked back up to the rear of (il truck. He said "hitting the sack,
huh?" and then just stood and watched (N NN

Again, [ walked up and again Eaton left.
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6. Eaton then gathered just the Webelos around a campfire and to the accompaniment
of a tape plaver with eerie organ music told a "ghost story."”

Page 3

The story was about a Scout, "little Johnny," who scared a man's wife so bad she had a
heart attack and died. "Little Johnny" was captured bv the husband, his hands were cut
off, sent to Scout Camp and Johnny was never seen again — except that he comes back
to get Scouts who are bad.

The Webelos asked Eaton if it was true, he said it was and, in fact, happened two years
before he went to "camp."”

7. As the Webelos began retiring to their tents, Eaton ran down at least two of the three
bovs who were unaccompanied by a father. He, "playfully," grabbed them from behind,
and tickled them until thev bent at the waist. He picked them off the ground and his hand/hands

went to their crotch area.

8. After the three unaccompanied boys went inside their tent, Eaton went to the their
tent, looked inside and said something that resulted in them screaming and yelling several

minutes afterward.

9. I then watched him run down another Webelo. He did not tickle him, but whispered
something to hint.

10. At this point, I was near Eaton and a fairly good distance from but facing the campfire.

He walked up behind and to my right, stopped and sighed deeply three times—in a manner
I can only describe as "climatic,” and said "I think I'll have a cigarette and go to bed."

He then sat near the fire, smoked a cigarette and without further conversation went to
his tent.

11. I then moved mv voungest son, a Webelo, out of the tent he was to sleep in and in with
me. I then asked my youngest son who was in the tent with him. He hold me there were
three other boys - all of whom were accompanied on the trip by fathers - one of which

was in the tent with Eaton, so [ didn't move any other boys to my area.

12. I then sat outside until the campsite quieted completely and then asked our Troop Committee
Chairman, Mr. Calhoun, to meet with me away from the area.

I explaned to him what I had seen and suspected. He and I then “stood watch" through the
night to ensure there were no further incidents.

13. The next morning, Eaton was verv distant, carried on no further conversation with
me except to "wonder” why Calhoun and [ left the camp area so late at night.

Note: To this point in the narrative, I either directly observed or was told (by Strickland)
what occurred in the "rough-housing™ incident.

14. The following is "third-hand.” age 16, told me that in a conversation
with_n_later, that stated:
a

Eaton tried to grab him in the genital area during one of his "demonstrations,"
and also
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b) told (S the following "Nam" story: Eaton and some buddies
were on patrol in Viet Nam and happened upon a leopard which
had been killed in a recent fire fight. One of his buddies disemboweled
the dead animal, found unborn young (one of which had human, female
feature) and implied that some human had had sex with the dead leopard.

15. Upon returning from the camping trip, I reported the incidents to the Cub Packmaster,
met with him, the Pack sponsor's representative and Council District Executives and discussed
the situation by phone with the County District Attorney. All unanimously agreed that

a meeting with Eaton was necessary. I had no further contact with Mr. Eaton.

Personal Statement: Reporting these incidents and preparing this statement has been most
difficult for me.

I take most seriously the care given boys. I am also most reluctant to impugn the integrity
or character of a man who would volunteer his time and effort to the care of boys.

[ was in the Viet Nam era and am not now anti-militarv. I am a military emplovee. Iregard
Viet Nam veterans as some of this country's greatest heroes. Theyv were asked to do an::
impossible job.

[ prav for deliverance of those still living the nightmare.

[ wish Mr. Eaton the best but I feel deep in mv soul he should not continue unsupervised,
in any vouth activity and most certainly not in Scouting.

CONF014952



~

H A —tm : A . . Ty e g N Z Sl i/ o /ﬂ "
D S S) "V b ! - oSl At Ky, L QAL N A "‘--."zﬁl‘é:;—'lt
a A

A N
T , =
S AT A y T
/'
P13, Dev )= Losa "a,opn\ DY L I

% //L Lwﬁf

e

-c Lol










CONF014956






CONF014958



CONF014959



CONF014960



CONF014961



CONFO014962



CONF014963



Seprember 8, 1987

Mr. Brad Nesheim
Assistant Scout Executive
Atlanta Area Coupncil, No. 92

PERSOHAL & CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: Leon E. Eaton
fear Brad:
Wie aporaciate the material you sent us concerning the above named individual.

This will nelp complete sur file and enable us to identify Mr. Ezton should he
attempt reqistration in another location.

I 4ig ask, in my last Jetter, if you could get a statement from the
individuals invalved. . A statement from the Scoutmaster or the 17 year old
youTh or both would be helpful to substantiate our retusal and give us

adeaquate documentatian,

+
)
v

m

—

Fal

"

T would like to know if a copy of anv letfar given to Mr. Eaton by the

Club is available. If they sent a resignation letter to sign or if he

resigned voiuntarily, a copy of this letler with his signature would be
aporsciated.

If we can b2 of any help, please lo. us know. Thanks for your help in
protecting the youth of America.

Sincaraly,

——
geart T
. A’
Payl Ernst. Directer T Sigad
Registration Service N »
A ‘:"
—_ (] Tve
mdw AN
co:  Southeast Region
Acchie R. Crain, Scout Executive, Council, Mo. 92
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July 31, 1987

Mr. Brad Nesheim
Assistant Scout Ixecutive
Atlanta Arsa Council, Nao. 22

PERSGONAL & CONFIDZHTIAL 303J3CT: Leon . Zaton

Dear 3rad:

Thank you for the Tonfidential Recorld Sheet. This i3 nost complate and will
o

help us to identify r. Zator should he

o
r7 to register in some otherx locatione.

It would be most helpful if we could have a signed statement £ronm the Scout—
master who observed thls action. This would give us the documentation which

would help to refuse registration should it come Irom anotuer sectic
COUREry.

Pleaze let us know if vou can be of help in this way.

Paul Ernst, Director

Ragistration & 3ubscription Service

cc: Southeast Region
Archia R. Crain, Scout Zxecutive, Council ¥o. 92

n of the
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June 135, 1337

Mr. 38rad Meshein
Assistant Scout Executive
Atlanta Area Council, Ne. 32

PERSCHAL & CCNFIDENTIAL
Dear Erad:

-~

Thank you 7o
would 1ike more information coencerning the fact

r your letter of June 1 concerning the atove-

SUBJECT: Lecn Zaton ;
named individual. Ye
that 'r. Taten used peor judg-

ment. Should he be nlaced on the confidential file?
I am enclosing a Confidential Reccrd Sheet which you shouid use if ¥r. Eaton
should be refused reqistration in the futura., YYe would then need any infor-
mation which would heip to substantiate cur refusal and huild a2 file for use
of peaple as any registration applications might reach this office.
Please jet us know if we may oe of ieln to you.
Sincarely,
%
(<\\‘\"
‘\(‘\J r‘:\.
Paul Ernst, Director A NS
Registration & Subscription Service oI B
RN\
~ak \)\/ '\\\Q
x
tncl. < t/
cc:  Seutheast Regfon A
Ir. Acchie . Crain, Scout Saacutive, Council Mo. 62 @LMX
Y
g "9
bl
§ %% J -
’\j‘& 7 . A “(‘ - \ ! M I3
£ f ) {EPLA) a0 o /Y
v ’ ,
O’ /Y/O \ UW B .,'
A T
N - } )
OJL \CLWO& '\‘x@“
A VA
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ATLANTA Ag COUNCIL ‘ )

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
I

\§

/

June 1, 1987

Mr. Paul Ernst, Director
Registration Service
National Council, BSA
1325 Walnut Hill Lane
Irving, Texas 75038-3096

Dear Paul:

I wanted you to be aware of a situation here in Atlanta with one of our
leaders.

Mr. Leon Eaton of Pack 118 chartered to the Decatur Elks Club was
recently asked to step down as a Webelos Leader by the Pack Committee
and Cubmaster because he had used bad judgment on several occasions in

dealing with bovs.

Our District Executive met with the committee and has fully updated us.
The action seems to be appropriate.

Please remove him from the registration records.

Sincerely, /
< 7;,//4 -

Brad Nesheim
Assistant Scout Executive

Thanks for vour assistance.

BN/fm

Counties Served: Carroll, Cherokee. Clayton. Cobb, Dekalb, Douglas. Fulton, Gwinnett.

Member Agency:
Haralson, Newton, Paulding, Pickens, and Rockdale

Metropolitan Atlanta United Way
Covington-Newton County United Fund
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