ONFIDENTIAL RECORD SHEET
REGISTRATION SERVICE ‘
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

DATE: 3/10/89

.L NAME James O. Branscomb $.S. NO.
(No initials if you can possibly get full aame)

soozzss_

cITy Willits sTATE California 212 CODE

DATE OF BIRTH (This is important and should be exact)
APPROXIMATE AGE (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known)
RELIGION NATIONALITY (Citizen of)

OCCUPATION

EDUCATION

WEIGHT HEIGHT RACE

COLOR QF HAIR ___ COLOR OF EYES =
ANY DISTINGUISHING PHYSICAL CHARACTERSTICS : -

A0BBIZS OR SPECIAL INTERESTS

RWRIZD / / SINGLE / / NAME OF SPOUSE

CHILDREN

(Name, number, ages, if possible)
SCOUTING CONNECTIONS:

UNIT # ITY STATE PCSITION DATZ REGISTERZED DATZ RESIGNCZD
Tr-70 Willits CA SM Dist-4

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

INCIDENT: TYPE DATE QF INCIDENT RESCLUTICN
Tyoe - Resolution

Ianceraal (only Scouts Know)
riminal action

Court actiom

. Probationary status

. Reported to state agency

I1=Scout Relatad
2=Non-scout zslarted
3=homosexual (amot specifically with youth)

L S R N
.

Check off list of attached documgg allon

»
1. Description of inciden® ch*-
2. Victim(s) statement \ %\0-583
3. media ravorts QC,T W
. Legal proceediags . k‘kﬂGﬁJN
QfZender's stactament }QSE?A '
v. Official notification of termimation COMEIDENTIAL

7. Found quilty/iznocent by court

. ; “ . . . \
CounciiSonoma-Mendocino Arsa-£41Sigaed Registration/National MAY 10

SCOUT EZXECUTIVE -
&
- H

3828r-eko-11/3/88
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Qctober 19, 1989

Mr. Thomas . Powell
Scout Executive

Sonoma-Mendocino Area Council, No. 41

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Tom:

SUBJECT: JAMES G. BRANSCOMB

Thank you for the detailed information sent concerning the above Scouter.

This c¢ase has bLeen reviewed with our

ftonfidential File. -

Sincerely,

Paul £€rnst, Directer
Registration Service

ag

cc: Western Region

attorney and is now on our permanent

CONF017681



Hay 17, 1989

Mr. Thomas C. Powell
Scout Executive

Sonoma—-¥endocino Arsa Council, No.

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Tom:

We appreciats all the material you
i3 The oniy case we stil
one on the abcve named individual.

individuals.

Wa felt that the material was satisfactory, but we
with encugn information to identify Mr. Branscomb,

recentiy sent ys concer
1 have 3 gquesticn z2bout

registration in some other iccation.

If Mr. Branscomb still lives in your area
knowledge of him give us information relat

and marital status. A
identifving him, should he move to another

height,- cccupation,

Thanks for your help in completing

Sincerely,

Paul Ernst, Oirector
Registration Service

eko

cc: Western Region

h
'

this file.

SUBJECT:

JAES 0. BRANSCOMB™

ning various
i< this particular

CONF017682



SONOMAMENDOCWOAﬂEACOUNC&/BOYSCOUTSOFAMEREA

340 Western Avenue
Patatuma, Caiifornia 94952
/e”'"e.' ~garsa,.

e Way iss ! icrtn 3 Zz,

laloreloRale] (“
[e et uuSl WIUSEZE

(707) 762-2405
(7Q07) 795-9412

e P
/_.M( }wé

4
;/
i

October 6, 1989 VJe'i/‘}"

Mr.. Paul Ermst

National Qffice C - . - .
Boy Scouts Of America

P. 0. Box 152079

Irving, Texas 75015-207¢

Dear Paul:

I have lﬂqurEd with several of our long time Scoutars in the

-

Sonoma Mendocino Area Council and they do not rescall the name of
James O. Branscomb. The indiv1dual is also not listed in our
phone directories.

If I should find further information on the individual, I shall
surely pass it along to you, but that prospect does look bleak.

‘Slncerely,

oo B |

Thomas C. Powell
Scout Executive

TCP:cf
enc.

CONF017683



RZASY FOR FUE
T 1323
Septembher S, 1%2% M= by
SATOY
.E ‘!..:E;L IUN

#r. Thomasz C. Powell
Scout Zxacutive :
Scroma-Mendocinc Azea Couzeil, No. 41
PERSCRAL. &MD CONFIDENTIAL SUZJZCT:  JAMES Q. BRANSCOMZ
Dear Tom: ~ -
e had cemamunication earlier in the vear related to rhis fadividual. I reallv
feel we have all we nced for refusing registratism and, therafore, dor't aeed
any ctler statemenis or lagal papers.
I have difficuity in idancdifying ¥r. Sranscomd, since T don't koow how o0ld he -
is, bis race, occupation, or other material. If vou caa supply any of this we
would De much better able to identify Mr. Branscomb should he attempr
registracion in another location.
Sizncerely,
Paul Zrnct, Dirscior
negigtration Serviza
ie
2¢: weslern Ragion

CONF017684
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Pebruary 7, 1961

Mr, Basil FP. Starkey
Director of Registration
Beor Scoute of Americs
Yaticnmal Council

ew Brunswick, New Jersey

Deer Basil:

. _‘.nclosed, ne.ewluh, is a Folice
DG“Q”CEEﬂu recort on one of our Scouters,
although thie Unit has nct re-regictered..

+ was due in Lovembar.

-

vWir., Sranscoms wss registered as

an Asgsistant Scoutmester of Troop 70,
sponsorzd by the Rotary Club of Willits,
located in Distdict #lhe AT the present time
ke iz away 2t school ia San Luls Ckispo. He
actuzllr servad as & Scoutmsster and was active
in “he Order of the irrow. J &g znot kzow zim
personglly,

_ I believe trat there is enough in
the repcct to place him on the undesirable liste.
Kindly give me your suggestlionse..

This mattsr h2s not besn discussed
with tke Rotary Club nor with Zranscomb, because
he is not 1n the ares now. Whetier he will come
back here is a matitsr of time. I am willing to
talXkx tec nim, btut because cf t&s report I am nov
hcpofh_. The Police Sergesnt wes most cautious
and asked thst the report te kert confidentlisal,

Personal regards.
Sincerely,

-

HBarsid J. Alexsnder
Scout Executive

EJA:n
Encl.
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N

NATIONAL

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

COUNCIL « NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J.

Mr. Harold J. Alexander, 3Scout
Sonome-iiendocino Airea Council,
240 western avenue

Fetaeiume, Californiz

Dear Jarold:
Thank you for the complete

_as
o

Q‘ Ul }

ure the Police Sergeant that
X3y ;

{))

FOR INTRA-ORGANIZATION COMMUNICATIONS

February 15, 1961

Ixecutive

o /7

Al e e
PEZSCNAL AT CCHFIIENTZA
Ee: Janes Q. Branscombd

rerport on dr. 3ranscomb. We are

ways agrreciztive of such comclete police reports. You can

these reporis are kert under lock

and are shared witlk 2o one.

As you recommend we nave placed this information iz our fils.

Siacersliy yours,

PERSONRZL. JIVISICN

rztion
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Apral h, 1961

. James 0, Brarnscamb

San Lais Obispo, California
Dear im., Brspsccmb_ H

I regraifully return your HMoney Ordsr
in the amount of $5.00, as payment of the Order
of ths Arrow dues for a three yoar perioed,

Since you lafi thls ares csrtain develop=-
ments have occurred regarding your actions as a
Scout lsader in the Willits area which made it

necessary for ms to investigate and eventually
assure mygelfl that these reports were either true
ar false. There was enough evidence given to mse
to justify withholding your registrstion as a
Scouter, I cannet recall that I personally know
you, and I am t=uly socr>y tao have to notlify you
of the results of this investigation, This does
not preclude your having an opportumity to discuss
thase problems with me at a future date,

' Accardingly you esn now urdarstand why
I am sending back your Money Order.

Sincerely,

Haraold J. Alezxander
Scout Zzacutive

BEJA:h
Encl,
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Soncma [encocino Are
30y Scouts of america
340 Testsrn Avenue
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Cctober 2, 1960

Sergeant LeRoy Sullivan
Willits Police Department
Willits,. Califor'nia

Dear Sergeant:

o To date I bave not received a
reply to my letter of October 10, 1960,
"askirg for your cooperation in regard to
James Ersrscomb,.

- Over the weekend I commmnicated
with my District Exscutive Sam Withrow and
asked him wky we had nctheard from yon. BHe
indicated that you had written a letter a
week ago, but, i1f this 13 so, I have not
received 1t., Perhaps we ought to put a trscer

on the letter.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

Barold J. Alexander
Scout Executive I

EJA:h
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Octoher 10, 1960

Sergeant LeRoy Sullivan
Willits Police Department
willits, Califormnia

. Dear Sergeant:

District Executive Sam Witkrow,
8 nmember of my staff who is responsible for
serving the Scouting movement in the Fort Bragg-
Willits area, sent a rsport to me about
James Branscomb, whe 1s an Assistant Scoutmaster

in Troop #70.

It is my understanding fram
Mr, Witbhrow that you heve had Branscomb urder
observation as a8 vossible heomosexnal for the
past wesr.

As the Chief Administrstor of the
Scouting movement for Sonoms and Mendocino
Counties, I would arrreciate a confidential
written repart on M, 3ranscomb so that I can
taks action ia removing him from Scouting. IE °
will be a service to Scouting as well as tkhe
commnity.

Thark you for your cooperatione.

Sincerely yours,

Barocld J. Alexznder
Scout Exacutive

i}
N
e
&
&)
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. September 30, 1960

_ Reference: Mr. James O ‘Branscomb.

In checking with the Police Depa_rtment Yesferday, Sevtember 29, 1$60
I find that the information I had recieved has checked out to be
affirmative, There is definite indicetions that Mr. James O.

Branscomb, Assistant Semutmaster of Troop # 70 of Willits living

at _ one and the same varty that has been under

observation over a year ago for tenﬂencies of Homosexual,

Sgt. Le Roy Sullivan s mi11ts Police Dept. is the
_investigation Officer that has the complete record on this man., N
He would be glad to send you more information on this man &t your
request. I must mention that their is no formal complaint or actually
caugnt in the act, but, their has been a admittance by My
Branscomb to one of the Parents whose scn has been involved with this
man that he has these tendencies. - The Police had informed Mr.
Branscomb to leave town and were suprised that he was back in town.

Harold, there 1s quite a story ahout tﬁis “an and I feel
that a- formal report from them woula be more satisfacﬁdrya“znough

was revorted to me to kmow that this man should not be a member of

=
the <oy Scouts of America, .....What are your instructions...

§:3_>4Ll <Tu2}M>LQj¥Q/bU;EL;>~
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October ., 1360

. ’*Chiei? L "Q L

.. Dea

- R

e

Recieved the enclosed note from Mr. James Branscomb...... I have

covied the information on the 0A Candidate for our file but.....

What should I do about the Contact to him in respect to his dues

in the Lodge......Note:

This i3 the man in question in relationshin

in Which we are waiting for confirmation ole.....o..

Awailt your Instructions on thiS......

CONF017693



-»’_,
.
CONFIDENTIAL

Per:

From:

HARCLD J. ALEXANDER
Scout Executive

Sonoma and Mendocino
Counties, California

LeRoySullivan

Sgt of Ploice

Willits Police Department
City of Willits, California
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A,
T - L da
INVESTIGATICM AND REPCRT
— e - e
Tirtie: JAMES Q2RANSCCAZ
.
STATUS: Cpen
5 - £ . - )] 1TCAD K 3 “ A T 06
De<e of report: COctoder i0, 1¢6C to Jctoder LI, .8eg
3 A £ Sl matd Armmray R ICR
Beriod of Envesiiccticn: Cctober 2, 1636,
- e h [ SR T IR Y %
Rezort made by: LeRoy 4. fullivanm, Sil., %.P.C.
~cz 12 P o foP P CORTURO ACATYNOT COHTT G LIBEeT™ AT T AUCTUT( S M
Cifence: EZ3c of =tz Penil Ceae=-{CAIXES ACAINST CHILLRE,: LEWT CE LASCIVICLE ~CT)
- S T ¢ R T 3 -~ s - - - Y. T~ .- - ey .
‘ay serzen whc shell v ilulllv ond lewcly CORMIT 8RY L8WL LT 1sSCLVICUS . ST Tiyg-
sn. oy 6. ine  cte canciituiiny ciher c¢rimes proviced 16X Ln pErT che Cl this coze
>y < 1Y A -~ - e = £ £ . .-
Lser LT sLth. LCTU, oX n T ocr merser thzre of, €1 @ onllid unasr tne 27e of SQ rigen e
P PR PR .2 >~ . PRSP ~ - - - Vot omen - <
';»"."':: Yew i [y - LESL ¢l _..g.E-A;L_‘, u~.._‘e.‘.l-n': -C‘,- GI' ‘;:c_‘ . "l.".f; ‘:‘3 LUST OI‘ paSS‘ORS
—— = HEN - o o~ - y - ws P B B R R s . PR |
T fexuil ceslIcr ¢t ovc ¢ such cnilcd, skall be cuilty of o feleny and shall

> s - 2 e - - . -t oma- PR Iz -1 MEE
e lmorisensc Lo TnE oLI.e TTIsCr LoD ¢ oteIl Of IZOW Cng VeIr TC iilg.
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SCCPE CF INVESTICATICN:
1. Wheress on the Z&th
resicden

anc coavieiicn c¢f 3 ycouth
lews @ac trzseivicusg zetes invelviing z certain amcunt
ic me Thst 30e& wis g 5it werried
¢ exslain., This sk "-c o
nzd heard some Turcrs from ciher

2:.1¢ce C

o~

COCEeET

ning the subject, JAKES BRANSCCHS
checkad to see if any other comgl

There ve

>
s

aone
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awrsnce suggesied thai this subject observed and reportad.

[
o]
€«
O
o
I
[$1
N
r—‘

4. On the evening of 2ctober 29, 1953, the fizst contact was zade with B

_. She explained again the infeormation given %o ge over the

phone. -

Octczer 30, 1533, Mr. Gecrge Mewhardt znd Mr. Kennath Chanbers wera requasted

D

to come ts tie police station. Mr. Chambers fil l2ed the capacity of. Scout-

(2%

v

mester znd Hr. Newhard:t was Ax. Chamber's assistant. Both Ten were asxad if

tney hac caserved sny outward acis towards the scouts or if there were 23

. - -

in fIoup surrondiag tie sudiect. They weza then asked if JAmES BRANSCC#B

"as « gos:ille hemcsexunrl. 3cth ia nart resconded that L“ny had not cbserved

mots oy the subject towsras 2is IroUp. I wus the~ ressurad oy

oy
ha o

Zhat 17 T any tizme any of the mothers oz if any complaints in genersl

272 recelvac Iy the 2cvs themselves to the itwe Scout masters, they wouid

_St in contozt owithone.
Q. Ln ovanaer L, Lilhy o Tine: 10:45pM, Nhlle on routine zaizol of the

rasiceniiil Zzsrc west . aiin Stree:, a Late Studebaker < cdorr-sedan wes

ciseIvec paTisc fzer ihe ola Pine Street Scheol. With the headlichts irzined ‘

o tie venicle, con2 subject was observed, sitting sehind the steering whaeel. B

drile this ¢l .ices emerged :rem the pairol car, my eves did not leave the

suplact, thiaking him an tccemplice o another nessibiy octupyed ia 2 house

ouzglayy. Wlking up to *he uvenicle, the subject did not move. Wich i1l of the

windows rolled up, the cocr wss ovened 2y this officar and the sub

hiject then

turned 0is hesd facing me. I asked him what he was up to ad il he wes armed.

He repiyecd tha%t he was

not rraed and that he was in the process of starting

his car when tha piroled approached .the area ad he just s& t thera. He (the)

4

subggct was then asked what had he been doing. He stated to th

is gy staténcg
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St

-

thz = hez haed peen 16 zscout meetinc and hdd brought o the residence of _

.

_son,- Checking the subject cut durther, His operater

lisense ancd other important papers were exitined. The czr then wes checked.

The license plote numbers were then noged down. ‘he subiect wss JAMES SRAt":Cs.MS.\

Mr. Brznsceomd wos reqrestec o remove himsel?l snd to this he le:t'. : .' -

€. Wheress on zhne 10uh duy of July, 1920. =% <4 10PN, rcomplaiot was tele~

of.oned v zsyncrymeous ¢rlliexr. This persen statec thatl ihere wuis € c3r peried

nEIrol cirs came upon the scene in

dutv. pulled his cox Lenhind the

20 < stop in izent oI the cubjeci's

ra ¢.lLeCt wo s oenind the steerinc wheel and zt his side w

g

4]

2 weuth soout the ¢oe o 1L yesrs. Both officers converfed ucpn the czr.

The subiect cid net even rove. His hsnds were on the sieerinc wheel. The

o

yeun hge toih ¢f Ll Lands ¢reisec Over nis lower recicn. As It to protect
mimeel: hfom 2lon. I ¢.gc thg youth to remove Ris hinde as I uznted lo cee

f the fly tc nis =olug _euns were cpen. ihe Fly io the pants were Sutioned

¥ A
i

U, CSuT e youinh cfeenes nervous. [ zsked the youih ic remove himselt
the car, ¢ L%ZZ Pzzirzd ¢ cocr sacan. %ith this he stegped out cf he ¢z

T e

he had zn arecticn. He had ncne! I then

L1

He wsec closley cbserved ¢ sze i

T once sckad the youin nis name._-m-.s his name cnd he wsg 13

yezrs of age. I guestioned him dabout tha sctions thilhad been geing on in
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l4. When we {irst moved to Williis,

amember of the

- :’,‘a

zet

Hy

himsel s

-

in too zn interest in - and wes cble to cenvince him zha

" 1
-

work

at home and iz

invited into the meetingg znd th

the Scout fvnctions. By Thanks

ere

or nis @ tings before his 1lth birthacy. Jim sev [}

civing,

ranks ofScouting with Jim's hel; nnd received the b:xécer
cfier his 1lih cizchdry. It wes Jim's wish et <oy
r.aX or Explcrer Scout scon_zfier nis 1Zth wirthdey, which

in ke Counztxy. &

. p - gy do
s pic mother

ciiec

.

-

L

g

-~ .

R o BEOR v S e
wouls m:=
- - H
ted tc th

I - < o ve: 1l ot he

ircep of Scouts to Which Jim had unefficially s£7iliated
ne met Mr. IsnscCmb.
eh ¢ould

irecvenily, here

ceese I zell ifLlL Uncie pressure wuss deing put on tha bev and that Scouts
wera crezTac (¢ ferve e turptcs ¢f maiuroiion, act iorced cchievesent. I
fac ne.TS Lemrtinlle LNl ClUpflnion of Jiz's hac Deen convicted ¢ home=
$ENLLL “ivaties sl fIhe weye whe were in the seme iIocs ac, selag
veeTies, 1 ocnores Foy Sullivin c¢f the Police Ceparimeni. He :zssured me thut
in the couree <. [l irmgsztiosticn Jim hsd ncc odeen invelved zac zo0 1
centinuec 1o ;et- cge J.r out. siressed lo toth ¢! lhem thidt nc moTe p=
cressure <nculc we gLt c:.-'Lo ¢chieve these r.rreuchking gosls. Cae

evening curiag Thongfiving .ree drvs 1 hec L ilcng i with Jim
’.n_‘z;.«;. -.TE  Tinnley ne had oeen invoivecd in cny hcas
ecivitiss. me yeve Le tleany nlstery of his Lile, his unpopulzizy o
DeclLuIe 01 siTmering inc clesity. He edid cthzt the best thinc

- o~y
et

kY

Riz wes his e

e

E : 1
dafect. Fhiie in Jro.n

shewad t ilzs o:

< .

[=n

3 - - -
L3S OF e

e

Jepan who n

elc im

Cav

ed h

nis sctivities wiz

cver cogie

ig speech

1Toop ne worked closely with end even

the boys here

in I : c i locked heclthy. I felt that he Tezlly was good ic the boys

and ¢i notT show zny overtsigns of being izxrecular iz his behcvier. But, when
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ne Sime D:ck frem ccilege lest
tea ] < VRO e s living wi
GEEL CZ WO Wl s ..V&Au: Wi

Sin Frzacisco. When I came hocwe cne weekenc in July,

with Jim in his csr that Sunday .Zternoon

b

+he trco

celtting new pewbers o

2 NO some observer rTaperted it. HMiley i2lc me end I calleedtinm i

<he

-

Tumzer, -
-y P
«n sghous

M

. . -
tnzt the police w

.Pege_G off_ Pages

2d & oppoTTunity to sSee a great
«3 I wzs ir Gellege in

with the purpose of

¥

I ‘e
gTently
roughhiouseng in the czr

n

.3

wig ex=

ere coing to vall him the next

station ond expiained my feelings zbogut the situsticn.

I silsc fcozau e-- %o sit in the czz with Jim to zlk to ’nimwanymo:e,_:;g,iz; L
:’.nw:::duced-o the Bzptict Church sad wss, they both savy, talx.{ng -—religicn
tc him. Scretimes until rlidniynt siviing richt cul in front of my house.
Cn 5 suszeciient we2eient 1 weinél CUT ohe pyning anc wnen I czme hemm 2t L1BM
here Tney were in thercuv cugain. I necrened to tlk to _ with
G28e crusher LIl zuch tirg \we had RnCwn ezch cther in Mill Valley)
nEoshe s Lo ue o waTw vislingly iols t-bcut the implicztions of this
clcer oo sc nLich~ci hin. He weni down immecdiztely, zpporeatly had ve
successTul Tl ¢ ¢ ‘rz.s she znd I xncw. he s2id Jim never meda aa;vé_nc-:es
Le nim. Sut suclivicezicns 58 ¢ roroer docotss's ofiice nurse and naving
exgerience in the ccurts with this sori of--thing mede me fedl that she could
SeTter peintT cut ig nil wiay ne ehcuild 2resk ¢ff his relzticonship with Jim.
Tnis ne cic, cdces nct seem ic be distursed vy the zesceiiidan
:nc its ternmincileon. milz cnly recuest is thet the community cive the scouts
.n .blg Scoit Mzctexr. I hive henid nothing furiher Irem Jim.

P
et e

Sct W. P. D.
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