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¢ GULF STREAM COUI\EIL, INC.

2935 AUSTRALIAN AVENUE NORTH » WEST PALM BEACH. FLORIDA 33407-4597
(407) 844-0279 » FAX (407) 844-8573

e MLE STREAMCQUINGE,

SEBYING
TR

December 3, 1990

Mr. Paul Ernst
Registration Service
Boy Scouts of America
1325 Walnut Hill Lane
P. 0. Box 152079
Irving TX 75015-2079

Dear Paul:

Here 1is the latest update on James Scharfschwerdt.
Any advice you may share with us is appreciated.

Thank you for this consideration.

Sincersly,

. B

Tom Whittingslow
Scout Executive

cc: Jim Wilson, Southeast Region Director
Don Sasser, Legal Counsel
Ted Moffett

B\
Er o

LAy

Serving vouth in Palm Beuch, Marun, St. Lucie. [ndiun River. Okeechobee. Gludes and Hendrv Counnes. /\,_«’“‘
UNITED - oy Scouts
WAY of America ‘

CONF011635



By LINDA WILCOX
Press-Journai Staff Writer

Two years after charging him with :e‘:ually mo-
lesting five teen-age boys, the -state Thursday
dropped all remaining felony counts against. former
Vero Beach police officer James Scharrschwerdt.

As part of a plea bargain, Scharfschwerdt, 33,
pleaded no contest to a single count of battery.”

The battery charge stemmed from an incident on
Qct. 18. 1988, when police officers placed a hidden mi-
crophone on one of the alleged victims and sent him
to Scharfschwerdt’'s home.

Scharfschwerdt suspected the hoy was wired and
‘risked him. The victim was not injured.

Circuit Judge Paul B. Kanarek found Scharfsch-
werdt Zulity of che first-degree misdemeanor and
sentenced him 10 gne vear of probation, ordering him
to forfeit ais law enforcement certification perma-
nently and submit “o mental health counseling.

[ believe it’s in my best interest,” Schartschwerdt
said. “It's been a long two vears. These allegations
against me have taken their toil ... [t's cost me my
life.”

After court wvas recessed. he hugged nis wite, shook
his father’s hand and said.
waiked out to the applause of a crowd of {riends and
relatives.

*This is the end of the case.”

defense attornev Mi-
cnael Brodsky said. .

Plegse See CHARGES/2A

“Let’'s go home.” He" !

Press-Joumal stait photo by <eily Colline

‘Nanda Scharischwerdt hugs ner hustand afer
he court sessicn.

Charges

Brodsky said as part of the plea
agreement., negotiated over the
past week, the state cannot refile
any of the molestation charges.

Assistant State Attorney Lynn
Park said she dropped the remain-
ing iewd and lascivious charges —
four were disposed of when
Scharischwerdt was acquitted in a
trial iast year — because it was in

—the pest interest of the victims.

Two are reportedly undergoing
psychoiogical counseling.

She also said there were prob-
lems in the upcoming triai because

weeks before
stand.”

Blanton,

From Pg. TA

“T felt it strengthened our case,
but the fact he only told me a few abuse at the hands of peers who
the trial .. they
couid have hurt him badly on the

Vero Beach Police Capt. Ronald
the case detective, re-
mains “100 percent convinced” of
Scharfschwerdt’s guiit. -

“I have no.doubt.in my mind.”
Blanton said. “He's a pedophile. ~
He'll aiways be a pedophile. Hes
not going to be cured.”"

He noted the victim of the case

tried last year suffered further

called him names like “queer" zad
“faggot” and eventually dropped
out of schoot.

Chief Jim Gabbard said he "“cer-
tainly was disappointed™ at Thurs-
day’s outcome of the case.

“I have very strong feelings re-
gardmg this case, but those opin-i
ions just didn't prevail,” he said..
“I'm powerless to pursue it anyj
further.” ;

Bthe victim couidn't remember if
the alleged abuse happened in 1983
Jdor 1984.

Ad D:rectory

N It would have been difficuit to | Anr ments 3A, 12A, 144 Home Impr 13A, 19A
fexpiain why the victim didn't come | A 144,23, 4C, 12C  Inurance 134, 19A
jforward until last week to report | Autemobil PA. 144,90, 100 Jaweiry oA §
1an alleged statement by Scharisch- | Aute Servica 3A, 13A  Lawn & Garaen 7C
werdt admitting he needed: heip, | 3099 28, 48 Mudical 194, 68

she sa:d.

J

CONF011636



};'andﬂv‘v‘ila%‘sé}l is conviniea ... . ..
ngered specieg list, cratic meddling.
names of 1,117 “I'm very happy the Fish and w.

— from around the doesn’t plan to kick the Florida panther ot bu, .  :8 .
always another admh\istratlop" that might, said US.

tostudy tharoleof Rep. Bill McCollum, R-Florida.

t tests are a much

t “'hhlnkweneodtnumendthelawandnmw'
Uists’ observations clear that the Florida panther is n member of the

enday- |

e said, gered species list,” McCollum said, addlngﬂukhephm

Florida, The Flor-
te animal in 1982 . Januuy o

State drops™

to lntroduca)ustﬁuchnbillwhenl:ongmsceonm
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former cop S
abuse charges

By PHILLONG
Herald Staff Writer .

VERO BEACH — With thelrmae
starting to unravel, prosecutors
dropped eight felony sex sbuse.
charges against a popular ex-cop
and scout leader Wednesday in -
exchange for a guilty plea of one
misdemearior.

The action came during an
unysual evening court hearing in
- which James Scharfschwerdt, 33,

leaded no contest to a nonsex-re-

ted misdemeanor charge of bat-

Scharfschwerdt. a former Vero
Beach fohce officer and ex-deputy
for the Indian River County Sheniff's
Department, was immediately sen-
tenced to a year of probation.

As a stipuiation of that prohﬂmn

, the 12-year veteran cop must give
. up his police license forever and
, must undergo a year of “stress
,counseling,” said Mike Brodsky,
» Scharfsch

wertdt's QDY — e s

1“1 was innocent,” an ebuiffent
Scharfschwerdt said as "he was
mobbed by about two dozen sup-
porters after the hearing. ' said so
from the start, and this provesiit.”

“It's gone, it's over," the tearful
Scharfschwerdt said as he hugged
his pregnant wife, Wanda.

“Good,”” his father answered.

“Let’'s go home,” the cx-officer
called loudly as many of his friends
broke into applause.

One of the most talked-about
criminal cases in Indian River
County In the past two years had
come to a surprise ending. It began
with (ive alleged victims and 13 fel-
ony sex charges.

Assistant State Attorney Lynn
Park said that changes in witnesses’
testimony had begun to erode the
credibility of the state’s case, For
example, the alleged victim in one of
the cases changed a key part of his
itary. He was “off b a year in the
dates he first gave,” Park said.

It is not that victims or other wit-
nesses are not truthful, Patk said.
The problem was that the alleged
crimes occurred as far back ae
1984, when most of the victims
were 13 or 14 years old. Most of the
alleged victims were not inter-
viewed by authorities until perhaps
four years after the alleged inci-
dents,

Park had taken Scharfschwerdt to
trinlin 1989 and lost. The jury {ound

S Vet 2 N
GUILTY OF MISDEMEANOR:
Other charges against James
Scharfschwerdt dropped.

hun not gurlty

hwer'at had O’K er problents, Park
qald One of the remaining chargrs
involves a youth who is under psv-
chiatric treatment for unrelated
problems, and one of the other vic-
tims was not a strong witness, Park
said.

“Querall, we asscssed the cane
and decided this was best for every-
one,” she said. Patk said she talked
to several people involved in the
case, including two of the three
remaining victims, and they agree.

Under the terms of an agreement
approved by Circnit Judge Paul Kan-
arek, Scharfschwerdt pleaded ro
contest to misdemeanor battery on
one of the victims that occurred the
night Scharfschwerdt was arrested
in 1988.

In their investigation, detectives
had placed a hidden microphone and
transmitter on a (een-age and
sent him to ScharfschwerdUs
to see if they could record him say-
ing something incriminating.

Scharfschwerdt, suspicious of the
youth's unexpected call, searched
the boy and found the microphone.
Surprised by Schatfschwerdt's
reaction, police rushed in and
arrested Scharfschwerdt on charges
of simple battery, 8 misdemeanor.

Park said that the witnesses and
alleged victims she tatked to were
pleased that Scharfschwerdt wowd
give up his badge and get counsel--
ing.

against. . Scharf- .
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® GuLFsTREAM cOCIL. INC.

2935 AUSTRALIAN AVENUE NORTH « WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 33407-4597
(407) 844-0279 « FAX (407) 844-8573

Paul Eranst

Director of Registration Services
Boy Scouts of America

National Office

1325 wWalnut Hill Lane

P. O. Box 152079

Irving, TX 75015-207¢9

Dear Paul,

attached 1s an update in a newspaper release, Vero Beach Press Journal, of
October 18, 1990 relaciag to James Scharfschwerdt. I will share mors with
you as :information is Zorth coming.
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Serving voutit n Paun 8euch, Muarnn. St. Lucte. Indian River. Okeechobes. Giudes and Hemar: Counnes. ‘\/:

UNITED e E%mi Scouts
WAY of America
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Molgsfcﬁon

Trial Date Set

For Ex-Cop

By LINDA WILCOX
Press-Journal Staff Writer

Former Vero Beach police offi-
cer James Scharfschwerdt is
scheduied to stand triai in Decem-
ber for a second time on child mo-
lestation charges.

Two months atter Acting Circuit
Judge Joe Wild disqualified him-
self from presiding at the trial,
Circuit Judge Paul B. Xanarek
has been assigned to the case.

The trial is set for 9 a.m. Dec. 3.

Wild recused himseif at the re-
quest of defense attorney Michael
Brodsky, who atleged Wild could
not be impartial because of his re-
lationship with Assistant State
Attorney David Morgan. . .

Wild was a prosecutor working
under Morgan when the
Scharfschwerdt case broke in late
1988. Brodsky has accused Morgan
of coercing and manipulating the
testimony of aileged victims, but
no action has been takem on the
allegations: .

State Attorney Bruce Coiton has
denied Brodsky’s contentions and
said Morgan. acted, properily
duringhe investigation.. s

Scharfschwerdt, 33, the city's

former beach patroi officer. was.

arrested in October 1988 on
charges of lewd and lascivious
conduct with five teen-age boys..

He resigned shartly after the
arrest and stood triai for the frst
time in August 1989, with Xana-
rek presiding. A jury acquitted
Scharfschwerdt of molesting a 13-
year-old boy in 1986. Four other
triais on eight counts remain.

Assistant State Attorney Lynn
Park has said the next triai will be
based on  allegations that
Scharfschwerdt sexually molested
ancther teen-age boy in 1983.

She couid not be reached for
comment on the upcoming triail,
but said aiter last year’s trial that
the aileged victim of the 1983 case
is a “very credible young man.”

Vero Beach Palice Chief Jim
Gabbard declined to comment an
the pending triai. e ,

At last year’s trial, Brodsky sug-
gested the two alleged victims who
testified against Scharfschwerdt
made up their stories because they
wanted to get him in trouble.

Some jurors agreed' that the
boys couid have been trying to get
revenge against Scharfschwerdt.

-t
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@® cuirsTrREAM cO®CIL INC.

2935 AUSTRALIAN AVENUE NORTH « WEST PALM BEACH. FLORIDA 33407-4597
(407) 844-0279 » FAX (407) 844-8573

\

TO: Paul Ermst ' 1
FROM: Tom Whittingslow IZL
RE: James H. Scharfschwerdt
DATE: August 29, 1990

Znclosed is an article con James H. Scharfschwerdt dated august 23, 1990.

As you can see, we will not have any information at least until October.
We will advise you later an the trial progress.

TW/g/anc.

CC: Jim Wilson, Regicnail
David 3augh -

UNTED @&~ @ ——m o —m —m—m —.F§F§F—F§F— - - — Boy Scouts

'‘WAY of America
CONF011640



4A. Thursday, August 23. 1990, Vero Beach. Fla., Press-Journal
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Judge Wild
Steps Down
from Trial

By LINDA WILCOX
Press<Journal Staff Writer

_.—\cnn_g Circuit Judge Joe Wild
disqualiried himself Wednesday
irom presiding at the upcoming
child molestation trial of a former
police otficer amid allegations of
bias and prejudice.

Wi}d granted a motion for dis-
qualification fled by Miami de-
lénse attorney Michael Brodsky,
Wwho represents 32-year-old Vero
Beach resident James H.
Scharfschwerdt.

Scharfschwerdt worked for the
Vero Beach Police Department as
beach patrol officer until he re-
signed after his October 1988
arrest on charges of lewd and las-
clvious conduct with five teen-age
DoVvs.

te was acquitted of four charges
at a trial in August 1989. A second
trial has not yet been set but is .
expected to be held in October
atier the case is reassigned to an-
other judge,

Brod;xy a.ll_eged Wild could not
be an impartial judge because he

used 10 work as a prosecutor under -
the direction of Assistant State

.-\ttomey"_ Qa\n'd Morgan., whom

- Brodsky saidf AR
ulated” the testimony of alleged?
vicums. '

Although Wild was never as-
signed to investigate or prosecute
the case against Scharfschwerdt,
the defense attorney said Wild's
reiationship with Morgan was
enough to cause a “well-grounded
fear” that Wild couid not be
impartial.

Brodsky accused Morgan of co-
ercing one of the victims into
making f{alse allegations against
Scharfschwerdt.

Brodsky also aileged that
Morgan ‘“repeatedly” commu-
nicated with another victim in vio-
lation of a court order limiting the
interviews of any victim of sexual
abuse under 16.

The defense asked the court last
year to determine whether Morgan
should be heid in contempt for
doing so, but Circuit Judge Paul 3.
Kanarek, who was assigned the
case at the time, never heid a hear-
ing on the matter.

State Attorney. Bruce Calton de-
fended Morgan’s actions.. -~ "5’

“] am aware- of Dave Morgan's
invoivemnent in the investigation
and [ don't feei he did anything
improper,” Colton said. “When the
evidence comes out at triai, that
will be evident.”

Colton said some of Brodsky’s
allegations are inaccurate and
others are irrelevant to the case.

“They’re trying to cloud the
issue,” he said. Coiton said the
issue is whether the victim is teil-
ing the truth, not aileged prosecu-
torial misconduct.

“Many witnesses at times are
reluctant to teil the truth at first
for a number of reasons. It takes,
sometimes, some coaxing or pres-
sure,” Coiton said.

As to allegations that Morgan vi-
olated a court order limiting com-
munications with young victims,
Colton said the order only applies
to compeiling them to testify and
not voluntary discussions.

Park said the next trial — the
second of a possibie four on eight
remaining counts — will revoive
around allegations that Schartsch-
werdt sexually molested a teen-age
boy in 1983.

|
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Hlovember 20, 172

Yr. Thomas J. (hittingslow
Scout Zzacutive
Gulf Streaam Council, dHo. 33
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

National Office
1325 Walnut Hill Lane
PO. Box 152079, Irving, Texas 75015-2079
214-330-2000

August 28, 1989

Mr. Thomas J. Whittingslow
Scout IExecutive
Gulf Stream Council, No. 85

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: JAMES H. SCHARFSCHWERDT,

Dear Tom:

I have everything I aow need concerning the above named individual except for
the outcome of the lezal action. I would hope by now that the legal action
has been completed and that we could have the f£imal outcome and sentencing 12
anv ocurTed. :

1
: . o =
tration In the IuTurs.

v g

u
’——A

ase send us newsparer clipp
olid £i
=

Tharpks for vyour nelp.

Sincerely,

\
A
~4

?aul Ermst, Director
Registration Service

Jje

cc: Southeast Region

Paul - attached are newspaper articles which you requested.

~

——— - -
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ings 9T court Tecords wnich will help to zive us
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Iox-officer’s attorney
secks to block trial

By PHILLONG
Indian River Bureau Chicl

VERO BEACH — An appeals
courl in West Palm Beach is expect-
ed to rule today or Friday on an
emergency request Lo block next
week’s tiial of a former police offi-
cer.

James Schatfschwerdt, a former
St. Lucie County jailer, Indian River
County sheriff’s deputy and Vero
Beach police patrohnan, is sched-
uled to start trial Monday. lHe's
charged with lewd and lascivious
conduct and sexual battery involv-
inge a boy, 13.

In an cffort to give people addi-
tional time to report sexual abusc
that happened when they were chil-
dren, the Florida Legistature ruled
in 1985 that scx-crime victims have
until the age of 19 or 20 to report
them.

The acts Scharfschwerdt is ac-
cused of took place six years ago, in
1983. The alleged victimisnow 19.

In a motion filed this week, de-
fense attorney Michael Brodsky told
the Fourth District Coutt of Appeal

that Indian River Circuit Judge Paul
Kanarck erred by not tossing out
the case.

The law in cffect in 1983 was for a
three-year statute of limitations on
lewd and lascivious conduct and four
«a...u_a on sexual battery, Brodksy
said.

But in a document filed with the
appeals court Wednesday, the At-
torney General's Office agreed with
Kanarck and with Lynn Park, the as-
sistant state attorney prosccuting
the case, who said the Jaw can be ap-
plied retroactively.

If the appeals court asks for more
information from cach side, both
Park and Brodsky said, it is unlikely
the trial will start next week.

A circuit court jury in Vero Beach
last month acquitted Scharf-
schwerdt of four counts of sexual
misconduct with another teen-age
boy.

Besides the trial scheduled for
next week, the ex-officer faces simt-
lar charges involvin- 7o other
youths,

CONF011644



Sundny, August 27, 1989, Voro Beach, Flo., Pross Journal  19A

charfschwerdt Acquitted By Jury

A jury Wednesday acquitled
former police officer James
Scharfschwerdt of charges he sex-
ually abused a 13-year-old boy in
August 1986.

After three hours and 40 minutes
of deliberation, the five-woman,
one-nan panel found the de-
fendant not guilty of four counts of
lewd and lascivious assault on a
child under 16.

The jury, which wavered on a
decision earler in its deliberations,
renached the verdict at 625 pan.
after Circuit Judge Paul 3. Ka-
narcle told them that [ailure to

reach a unanimous vole would
result in a mistrial.

Defense attorney Michael Brods-
ky said the verdict was "ahsolutely
correct.”

“The man has a reputation in the
communily thal speaks for itsell,”
he said of his client, who was de-
scribed by some witnesses as a cit-
izen of grnod moral character,

Scharfschwerdt, who still faces
charges that he sexualty molested
three other boys, had no comment,

Unless the state drops  those
charpes, Scharfschwerdt will stand
trinl three more ltimes on seven

counts of lewd and Iascivious
assault and one count of sexual
haltery.

Assistant State Aftorney Lynn
Park said she planned to "reas-
sess” the olher cases against the
defendant. In the meantime, Ka-
narck said he would schedule the
second trial on the September
docket.

Park, who had wrped the jury to
helieve the testimony of two leen-
agre boys allegedly motested by
Schm fsehwerdt, said it was “diffi-
enlt for people to convict on the
word of a young person.”

CONF011645
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dr. Toomas J. woittingslow AT 5 1 taga
- Ve w L., 'uUJ
Sccut Ixecutive
SulZ Stream Ccuncil, lNo. 35 ' Wolie g
JULIE EATON
PERSOMNAL AND CONFITENTIAL SU3JECT: JAMES 3. 3CHARFSIRWERDT

Dear Tom:

I lave everyrthing I aow zeed corccesraing the ajove named 1 *’vidual axcept for
the outZcme 9 he legal actiom. I weuld hope by ao¥ that the lagal action
138 cesn cong

z
ated and that we could rave the Zinal outcome and santancing if |
an7 ocurwed.

i'-‘ o}

?lazisa sead us newspapar cliopings or court oacords which will hels to zive us
1 soiic file Zor refusal of registraciom im the futuzra.

Thzaws Ist your halo.

Sizczrelw,

2aul ZIrnst, Ddirector
Jegistration Service

Jje

cc: Southeast Reglon
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HMr. Thomas J. Whictingslow
Scout Ixecutiva
Zulf 3treanm Council, llo. 35
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From the desi of
NORMA OSTERWALD ‘
Office Manager- - ‘

February 1, 1989

Paul Ernst
Registration Service

Dear Paul:

Attached is the information I received from the
Capt. in Vera Beach PoTice Dept. He also sent
the clipping which [ am forwarding on to you.
This way you phvg,a fairly good picture of Mr.

Hope this helps, however it is all [ could come
up with.

Sincerely,
7 fopre"

Norha Osterwald
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Ex-o?ﬁcézr asks Judge

week before, 3 Spoimmm for Cir-

By PYIL LONG
I dC;m Judge Payj. Kanarek szi¢ Mon.
y. Mt ¥

ndian River 8ureau Chief

VERO BEACH — Former
Beach Pojice officer James
schwerdt has askeq a judge to re-
duce his bogd and to deciare him in.
digent, court officials sajd Monday.

Disclosure of the motions came
foﬂowing erdt’s resigna.
tion from the police force Iate last
week. The officer had been on gys-
pension without pay.

werdt- ig charged with
three counts of sexual battery ang

Vera

The letter was
schwerdt's firge comment L
onginal arrest Oce. 18. He has baen
arrested twica sifce, - :

“Although [ have Spent numeroys
years devoted tg [aw enforcement

conauct against four boys ages 12 and to the‘yn uth of Ver B

and 13. In most
31-year-ald former
£,

and

declaration of indi-
geace il probably be held the

patrolman and [ndian River County,” . Schary.

es Scharfschwordg:

Jam
Accusedinsé.;

wrote, Do eselt Lni

n the co 3y . me

and- kpo.w that [ > ‘ 3 e

committing those- ot

which [ am 10w charged! T%:
Scharfschwerdt sajg that regard-

less of his confidence that he will be

acquitted, “I coujd never return to
your department bec.mse of the ir-

feParable harm thar liag. resuit
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in cthis procsss.

?le3se send us 2 Copy OFf nhs

suspanding his registra=ion.

Sincereliy,

Panl Irnst, Diractoax
Registration Service

TC:  Soutaeast Rmgion

Joetniar, sonc
ord Shaet, 30 that wve may ldentify

a
13

heet vith as u

simanure

ase complete thie enclosed Confidentia
Srracion as vod have zvailasle.

'.4

¥ S ..
zono oo,

Schaxsischverlde’s

Tv *y emarn oy
Bt St e

i
[ i

HOings have appearss, ve
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2935 AUSTRALIAN AVENUE NORTH » WEST PALM 3EACH. FLORIDA 33407-4597
(407) 844-0279

SULF STREAM COUNCIL

38A - FLORIDA

Qctober 21, 1988

Mr., 2aul Zrast
Registration Service

30y Scouts of America
1325 Walnut Hill Lane
P. 0. Box 152079

Irving, Texas 75015

Jear Paul:

dnclose” are TwWo newspaper arsicles ¢
ScharIscawerds, cn‘o”cr Zost 300, Ve
aim -&Vﬂ our computer file as Zxplorsr Advisor anc N&_l Tcllowup
wNizh the letter outlined as Appendix T in the publicazion

“Child Sexual Abuse - How To Deal With I=" No. 3&4-199,

cncerning James Howard
r2 3each. WNe nave remcvad

3

- .
en Zdwvards
o~ - - -
Sccut Zxscutive
.. .. - . o s -
cc Zarc.d C. Fleszel - Risk Marzgemsnz
307 Somers - Area Jirscior
2o Sasser - Council AvTorney
- i o
~Qug Johanssan - Council Zrssidens
- e / e
’, ’~ < \, ,‘—’1 ‘/l ,'f _/‘(/
_ P/ A S .
Pt —— — — S - - N , e
?(A < < 20508 BN SaE IR ~ / ’ -(-—"f/ Pt
-t -~ . - - VR A
TN ;
R [P s
2 - - L
- - - I < S t
. -
.
UNITED
NAY
Serving routh in Paim Beacn. Marnn. St. Lucie. (ndiun River. Okeechonee. Giades ana Hemare Coundes.

Smeiman 2 ke g vy

|
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Vero Beach

) Wake Of Officer’s Arrest - : f

>olice Plan To Interview

kY

xplorer Post Teen-Agers

By JAMES KIRLEY
i Press-Journai Staff Writer

‘aro _eachipolice investigating child molest-
charges against a member of their own
<5 said Thursday they will speak to teens in
.ce Zxplorer's Post 500 where Patrolman
1es Howard Scharfschwerdt was an adviser.
‘“We're interviewing present and past police
::orers," Police Chief James Gabbard said.
«'re also going to interview the explorers
m  the sheriif’s office. from when Jim
warfschwerdt was there.”

cnarfschwergdt, 31, was - charged Tuesday?

The Boy Scouts of America charter Expiorer
posts, Edwards explained, while Gulfstream
Council serves- as administrator of the pzo-
grams. There are 15 police etplorer posts in the
Guifstream Council.

Investigators say they plan to
interview teens in both the Vero
Beach police and Indian River
County Sheriff's Explorer pro-

a1 foun,counts of Tewd or: lascivious acts upon ¥ grams.

aiid under 167 The accused officer first met
woy through the Vero Beach Police Explor-
unit, and allegedly engaged in the sex acts
ween February 1985 and January 1987. .
e victim's identity is being kept secret, and
2stigators have refused to discuss how the
2 ~vas brought to their attention.
cnarfschwerdt, whose most recent assign-
nc was on the city’s new motorized beach
coi, aas been suspended pending resolution
the case. Repeated attempts to reach him
‘e oeen unsuccessful.
‘e roined the Vero Beach force Feb. 12,1985,
ing the tenure of Police Chief Sam' McCall.
2 month earlier, Sheriff Tim Dobeck had no-
zd Sharfschwerdt he would not be reap-
ntad as a deputy.

chartschwerdt worked with the sheriff’s ex~
rer post while a deputy.

e r, local and regional Scout leaders
. 11l try to continue Post 500.
{ -he Police Department wants to continue
ve will continue it,” Ben. Edwards, Scout
utve for the seven-county Gulfstream
incil said. "The charges are against the offi-
. 1ot against the post itself.”

-
A
1

i

[

A

“To the best of my knowiledge. this is the first
time that any allegations of child sexual abuse
have been alleged in any of those posts,” he
added.

“Mr. Scharfschwerdt is no longer the leader,
and he has been removed from the rolls of the
Boy Scouts of America.” Edwards said.

He noted a new, more detailed background
investigation for all potential Scout advisers
was initiated Sept. 1.

David Baugh, district Scout executive for

Indian River County, said he and Gabbard have
scheduied a meeting to discuss :he status of
Post 500: v

“(Vero Beach police) are responsible for
maintaining and approving of the leadership,”
Baugh said. .

“Obviously, there are changes that need to be
done,” he added. "One of the things that Boy
Scouts are concerned about is the safety of the
kids.”

“We're going to continue (the Explorer post)
as if nothing happened,” Vero Beach Lt. Terry

Williamson said. "“Of course, there will be a d-
ferent face in there.”

There are between eight and 10 teens in Pc
500, Williamson said. Remaining advisers
the post inciude ID Technician Leslie Justic
Detective Dan Brumiey, and Cpl. Dav
Winslow.

Post activities inciude working alongside of’
cers in traffic and crowd control, learni:
police procedures, and how to properly we.
uniforms.

Scharfschwerdt worked as a part-time secur
ty oificer evenings at Thompson Elementa.
School but never had any contact with childre
there, according to the principal. -

Scharfschwerdt lived on the school groun:
in his own trailer and patroled the grounc
Principal Dale Klaus said.

Scharfschwerdt was fired from his secun
job at the school and removed his trailer frc
the school grounds as soon as the informatic
on his arrest was released Tuesday, Klaus saic

“The School Board made the decision that .
was to be evicted immediately,” Klaus sai
“As soon as we heard, we moved on it.” .«

Klaus emphasized that Scharfschwerdt nev
had any contact with the school’s children. <

“He was never around here during the day
Klaus said.

Scharfschwerdt’'s work was limited. ta. t:
evenings, when he walked the school grounc
and checked doors and windows, Klaus said.

A new person will be hired for the secur
position and even if Scharfschwerdt’
acquitted of the charges, he would not be .
hired for the joo.

“Just because of the nature of the accu:
tions,” Klaus said.
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Cop Chqrged Wn‘h Molesting

By JAMES KIRLEY e ' 7. Repeated attempts to contact Scharfsch-
Press-Journal Staff Writer g "3 werdt Wednesday were unsuccessfui.

A Vero Beach patrolman and adviser for “We are continuing the investigation.”
the department’s Police Explorer. youth . Gabbard said. “We are interviewing a
program who was instrumental in the number of other people, both juveniles and
arrests of child molester Gary Martin and adults.” :
accused pedophile William Echois has been Scharfschwerdt has been suspended with
arrested and charged with molesting a boy pay until further notice, Gabbard said.

James Howard SchﬂschmﬂgSL wasé Asked if there may be other victims
cha.rged' “Tuesday” emmgmﬂf four feiony involved, Gabbard replied. "We are certamly
ccuntxof'commxmﬂg,a lewd or Iascxvxous - Sch arfschwerdt not ruling out that possibility at this time.”

B
EY
<
af

act upon “X"¢hild under 16 yeafs “K1r-in The alleged acts took place between Feb-
dents involved the same victim, who is now 16, ruary 1985 and January 1987, according to the arrest -
according to Police Chief James Gabbard. affidavit.

It claims the victim first met Scharfschwerdt as a
Scharfschwerdt wds arrested on the counts at his member of the Vero Beach Police Department’s Ex-

home at 7:16 p.m. He was released on 310,000 bond piorer program.
later that evening. See Molesting, Next Page

(ove)
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