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REGISTRATION SERVICEZ
‘ BOY SCOUTS OF aMERICA ‘

DATZ: February 12, 1990

FULL NAME Facher James A. Forsvthe 3.S. NO.-

(No initials if you can possibly gec full name)

sooezss_ [

CITY QOverland 2ark STATE_XS ZIP CODE___66212

DATE OF BIRTH__8/8/54

APPROXIMATE AGE (To be used ONLY when data of birth is not knowm)

RELIGION__Roman Catholic NATIONALITY (Citizen of)__USa
OCCUPATION__Cactholic Priest

EDUCATION

WEIGHT__ apvrox 160 HEIGHT__aporox. 5’ 10" RACE_ Caucasian

COLOR OF HAIR Brown COLOR OF EYES

ANY DISTINGUISHING PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HOBBIES OR SPECIAL INTERESTS

MARRIED SINGLE _x NAME OF SPOUSE

CHILDREN

(Name, number, ages, if possible) -
SCOUTING CONNECTIONS:
UNIT # CITY STATE POSITION DATE REGIST=RED DATZ 2TSTGNED

CHARTERED ORGANIZATION__Camp Staff 1989 (Chaplain)

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

INCIDENT: TY2E_1  DATE OF INCIDENT_ 5/87 to S/38  RESQLUTION_ 2 - 3
Tvve Resolution -
l=Scout Relatad 1. ZIzczernmal (only Scouzs Know)
2=Non-Scout rzlated 2. Criminal acction
3=homosexual (not specifically with youth) 3. Cauru action
07 !g 4. Probationary status
M 5. ’-lspor‘_ad to stats agsncy

M&@?E}S%,gsz of attached documentacion
jQSEPBe!SM.pC-On of incident

Viczim(s) scatemenc

Media reporcs

Legal proceedings

Qffender’s scatement

Official nocification of termination

Found guilty/innocant by court
VoL
4 : Slgned.é(

Council_ Hearz of America
cf.mg

\JU\UI-[-\WN
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A, GRAVES
March 7, 1990 '
#r. Jere 3. Ratcliffe
Scout Executive
Heart of Amerdca Council, No. 307
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: FR. JAMES A. FORSYTHE

Qear Jere:

Thank you for the detailed information sent concerming the abave Scoutar.
This case nas been reviewed with our attorney and is now on gour permanent
Ineligible Yoluntaer File.

Sincerely,

Paul E€rnst, Director
Registration Service

ag

cc: North Central Region

CONF005949



Heart of America Council, Boy Scouts of America
10210 Holmes Road * Kansas City. Missouri 64131 » 816-942-9333

SCOUTING
February 13, 1990

PERSONAL & El

Mr. Paul Ernst, Director
Registration Service
National Office

Boy Scouts of America
P.O. Box 152079

Irving, TX 75015-2079

Re: Fr. James Forsythe

Dear Paul:

In reply to your letter of February 3, 1990, enclosed is completed Ineligible
Volunteer Record sheet completed to the best of our knowledge on the

above subject.

With kindest personal regards.

Sincerely,
-y
snam
Jere B. Ratcliffe
Scout Executive -
(-

-
Councii Nao. 137 Serving Yoawh i 19 Kassas iad Missouri Couaties. Kaasas: Anderson, Dougas. Fraaclin, Jonrsua. Laavenworrn. 7
L.aa, Muamt 1ad Yvandofis. Missouri: Sates, Carroib. Cass. Clav. Hearv. Jacxsoa. Johnson. Latan 272, Panze. Ray ang 5o Jlae. JUaiceg y;rag

CONF005950



Febrvary 3, 1990

¥r. Jerz 3. Ratcliffe
Scous Zxecutive
Heart of imericza Coumcil, MNo. 307

PURSCHAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

J

Saar Jera:

L}
"

gl N - b
S0AaTKS 3¢ auch f

CRURR T I b -
incdivideal., Thi

-
-

<
Teally gzives 3 stzong

\azks for your Selp iz complating this

Pavl Ezmsz, Direcror
2agistracion Service

2e articlz indicating the seatancing of the abeva aamed

F4la

_—naT

2 % we are still nissicg i3 the Ipeligidle Joluntaer Recors sheer.
ar ezclosiag ome for your use. ?Please complate 1 3o that w2 can ldenzilzy
ideal, anywhere he =might try to register at a later tize.

REAUY (O FILE
FEE 051990

ERIN QRILEY -~ -~ - =
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Heart of America Council, Boy Scouts of America
10210 Holmes Road * Kansas City, Missouri 64131 * 816-942-9333

SCOUTING

January 31, 1990

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

Mr. Paul Ernst, Director
Registration Service
Natornal Office

Boy Scouts of America
P.O. Box 152079

Irving, TX 73015-2079

Re: Fr. James Forsythe
Dear Paul:

Enclosed is photocopy of article which appeared in Kansas City Star on
Januarv 20, 1990.

We will keep you advised.
Sincersaly,

0 _

re B. Ratciiffe
cour Execurtive

2
Counct No. 157 Serving ¥:uth a 19 Xansas and Missourt Couaties. Kaaosas: Aaderson, Oougizs Faaagus, Joanson. Lsavenwort. Z,
ina. Mam in: Yyaadots. ] . T, . Clay. Hearv, Jacxson, Johnson, Lafa-=m=2. 2'aa. Rav an ARESTH .
it M vando Yisaocari: Bates. Carro, Cass. Clay. Haary cxson, J son, Laf R d St O Uniced Wiy
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to prison
He molested
bov 1n rectory

wa . . .

Jattese e

2
By Tony szo
. Of tha.Metropoiitan Start* =~ - -
-A Cathoiic priest was senteaced
_Fricay to one 10 five years in prison

-for sexually molesting 2 teen-age

“boy in the ractory of the Overiand
‘Park church where he- servcd. as
a.sscc:atc pastor.

-Tae: Rev. James A. Forsythe
made an impassioned piex for pro-

© bation to aflow him to be treated at

3 czurch-run faciiity in New Mexico

-~

i8S,

= But Ionnson ‘Ceunty‘ District’
Judze Gerald Hougiand denied the -
'-aucst :u;d orderad- Fomytbe Lnto "

SO i NS,

1o} GV

R ciougland. said he would rcconsxd-

¢ prodauon or Forsythe after the
:n:st is evaruateﬁ Tor 120 days at
the Loneas Department of Correc-
2ons’ Reception and Diagnostic
C..n: mTopeka. .
Z_Sorsythe, who served as associate
pastor of Hoiy Cross Caurch i

LCreriand Park, pleaded guilty Dec,

3 in Johnson County District Court
{0 2 ciarge of artempted indecsart

. Libcr:;:s with 3 child.

Forsythe.admitted - at:that dme’
'...SeePREESI' 3-4 Col3 -

~emy g e ik

——

—— ENPLRCTP

for mcsts 'mm psychosexual pmb—_

h
g:

-s-.-..»—— pyTe———

- churea, S.ul N 9:m:a,aoon: WO

, the case. in Novemizer. Forsythe

" Scott Xreamer. .

Y e

PR yT—

-13 his attorney, Scott Kreamer (iext), looks om, ‘James A Forsythe
former assocate pasmr, was sentenced Friday for molmg a boy.

ST e

Pnest Wﬂ1 g0 to pnson

lose his priesthood forever.
Kreamer said of Forsythe’s fururs.

Forsythe toid the judge he wante
ta continue serving the commumit
as 2 priest. He said that he thougr
he could derzat his problem an:
that he had 3 lot ] otfer the co
mumw.

Fomhe avologzed to the tesc
* age victim and others who may hav
been hurt by his actions.

“1 truly beiieved wiat I was doin:
was showing aim the love and affec
tion ae nesded,” Forsythe said.
didno:reaﬁzelwastry:’ngtomc‘
1y owmr ae=ds.” -

Forsythe said he had. struggiec
with ais own sexuality for years anc
aow realized that he needs help. - -

“1 know that [ have a pmblc"
and [ den’t like.that pro me:&, .oz
said. “I know [ need hc‘n. A

[n deaying gmbanon for For
sythe, the judge said *“the cour
cannat treat you differenty.”

“A child molester s a chilc
molester and must not be deait witk
differently based on-education, so-
cial standing or vocnuonz.l quz.hr
- c:mons,' Houg.iand sam. j-.

Condnued from Page B-1

thar he had sexual reizdons with the
boy about 20 tmes *czween \:Lay
1987 and May 1988.— :

At * Friday’s !m.n:zg. Assxstam
District Artorney Tom Bath said
Forsythie had.sexuai ~sfations with
at least thres cthcr}om.bs in me last
seveayears. - - -

*“The incidaat with -his bov who
was about 15 at the =me, is oot an
isolated incidear.” 3ath. arguing
against probation, saic of the case in.
wiica Forsythc pleadad guilty.

rorsythc. 35, was zssigned o the

L.

y&xsago. SLET S
;-Polics: nrsn bccam*mmlvcd. ini:

voluptarily  gsave. up.2is, dutiss at
that time.. He. has sace. had .his~
priestly privileges witzZrawn by the
church,- according 16 is attorney, -

Forsythe cannot be Tsostated as a
priest ;untl . he suc..:ssmﬂy com-.
" pletes the inpatient c..unscxmg pro~
gram operated by ths Servants of-
the Paraciexc,.m Ie prmgs,

The pmgram ~whizy - norma.ﬂy
runs for five-months, crovides psy-_:
chological . and spm':.:.l help for..
Catholic- priests sutferi=g from psy--
chosexual problems. Tzs zacx.hty bas -
been operated sincs 1947. CE

Kreamer aoted for 5e Judgc the .
aumerous [etters of sugpart for For-
sythe he has recsived, and he point-":
&d out that even the vicdim’s famuly |
- hoved the priest woulc‘. ce placsd o
‘prodauon. -

“EJ.hc' he wul bc c:::d or he th

. ~ Y .‘. N -"' -
e P Y Wl el RS
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
National Office RECE] VED

1323 Walnut Hiil Lane
PO. Box 152079, lrving, Texwss 73013-2079

214-330-2000 DEC 11 jege
DAYID K. =

Decamber 8§, 1989

SUBJECT: CHJILD ABUSE ACCUSATION

From: 1) William A. McCleery, III, Director
Relationships Division, $225
2 oTf Chief Scout Executive

To: Cffic
Group Qirectors
Da R

We nave besa notifiaed by the Heaart of America Councii in Kansas City, M0 zhat
the Scout chaplain for the Archdiocase of Xansas Citv, Rev. James Forsythe,
nas been chargyed with chiid molestation. (See attached news clippings.) To
data, Sccuting has not been implicatad. However, beczusa Rav. Forsyzhe was a
registarad 3SA leader, Scouting could be invalved.

Jmw

cc: Dann Cooke
Lee sneath

CONF005954
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Heart of America Council, Boy Scouts of America
10210 Holmes Road * Kansas City, Missouri 64131 * 816-242-9333

SCOUTING
December 13, 1989

FERSONAL & CONFIDENTILAL

Mr. Paul Ernst
Director of Registration
National Offics

Boy Scouts of America
P.O. Box 152079
Irving, TX 73013-2079

Re: The Rev. James A. Forsythe
{ Dear Paul:

Enclosed is copy of article which appeared in the Kazsas City Times on
December 9, 1989.

We will keep vou advised of any further developmenss.
Sincerely,
A .
Jeré B. Ratclitfe
A¢out Executive
ak

Enclosure

hd
Couzeis Mo 137 Serving Youth :a 19 Kaasas 1a¢ “issoust Coudties. Kaasus: \aderson, Juee .. Fransia, Juaason. Lelveaworn, )

Lina. “ame st Weaasoiie, Missoun: 3ates, Carrnl, Cusa, Clan 22y, jacxsea. Jonmsen Laizo-ts aitz, Rav aec SooClaee.

Umted Way
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Pricstis |
guiltyin
5eX case:

[l(, tells court
“he took liberties*
ith tecin boy- |

iy tnny Rirso
01 tha Ltntronatiten Fiafl
¥ " An Overiand Pack Catholic rviul »
1 pleaded guilty Friday in Johnson.’
. %rnmlyl)'smc!(_wu o Altempting
1o take mdeccn( ,lulmlm wm\ »
v dhild,
’ the Ilﬂ. Jumn A Fi
S ity Crnse ¢ e arii
! eourt fie had sexual ietations with 3
treneape boy  abont 20 times

i‘(l\\rrn Aay (987 and May 1948
C1UVew sie” Foreythe anvevered
© when Districy Judge Cieraled Ttong-
- el asked him il the allegntions

ere frue.

Assistant District Atorney Yo
f}ﬂh svid e encoanters hetween
fnmlhr. 15, and the terivaget ac.
ﬂmrd in the rectory of the chuech,
lhﬂc |m‘y|'w serverd as nseociale
Dm!m .

1 Iu O taber, an sen therapist re.
prsted informating showt possible
misconduct by Fotsythe to the Kan.
e Depatiment of Sociat and Reha.
Hilitation Servieer, Iath said. Over.
el Pank polite were naotificd and
-;n Nav, 14 detectives interviewed

orsythe, who  adm to the

. y he hail been assigned to the
alnerch At BIIT WO 20id St for
About 1w years, The church's pas.
Inr, Pathier Antheny Lickteip, said
#m‘)thc atkedd 1o he retieved of his
r]uun in Novembrer,

S fortythe fisst way cbmgul with
the more serimis csime of laking
fhdecent tibertics with a child, but
the rlharge was mlm:cd as part of

e plen apieement,

fath  and  Corsythe's athney,

. Seott Keeanes, ly agiterd 1o
(eznmmend the m m striznce
9f one to live years in prison. .
& ttongiand, however, told for.
A3 the that he was not fovnd by the
plea nepntistinns and couid sen-
fence the, pricst 10 the maximum
sentence ‘of three (o 10 yenrs nml .
* fine him up 10 10,000, “f
4t he judge ordered o precentence |
v tion and schedoled sen.
3 fue Jam, 18 Forsythe wilt
femain fice on o $3,000 ntumul
i cecopnizance bond.
| = w The only comment on the ease by
s Jorat chureh officialy was a state-
Ty st

~-

wed by Archbishop fgpatiug
;.1 Strecker t} the Archdiogese of
i Kansas City in Kansas, - *
131 am deeply saddened by the
“achions of Father J1mes’rouylhc .
1 «that have Jei) 10 3 legal charge in the !
Tllocal conste” the atptement snid,
0 his rredit, rerngnizing his prab-
Jdem, Father Votspihie sought ¢nun.
: isrling and throngh 1hat process h»s
i "ulnuucd toaolfente, o0 2 H

"CGod's wnndmns P (] of human -
Sr\uahly 1t made beautiful in the
dm(y bonds of m:m".:. On the °
L inther hand, it loses ity braoty and
twontded when 10 it offended in or. -
‘ontsirde Bl manednge, N la Al the
‘mne to when  the olfewddee Iy
Someane as tusted a3 2 Catholic
nﬂﬂ' G
)' We reach out with sy nmalhy nnd

; rmmnmn» to the yowrtg man vic.
thized by his actions and to hic
Jfamity. They sightfuily deserve their -
'nnncy, Oue prayers sre with them, "
&‘ “tUpon lc‘unm; ol his offense,”
{‘uh:v Forsyihe was mmmhnlrly‘
clenced of Im nasigned duties in the,
Piehwech, e is being provided the |
Test profestional fn.zeypviee counsel. -
g and evaluntive services,” 4
DA
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Heart of America Council, Boy Scouts of America

R 10210 Hoimes Road * Kansas City, Missouri 64131 * $16-942-9333

SCOUTING

December 4, 1989

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

Mr. Paul Ernst

Surm 108 . S —_—- Y Y Rar Y
7 ’ 2T 2z ~ P LY A - w- ?"’ ':¢- > . 7 7
Nartional Office MoRPEEENSN A S /

Bov Scouts of America
P.O. Box 132079
Irving, TX 73013-2079

Re: Fr. James A. Forsythe

Dezr Paul: )

Enciosed is copy of letter o above individual whica is self-explanatory.
We are also enclosing copy of registration, applicazion and clippings from

Kazsas City weekend editions of the Kansas City Star and Times.

We have removed Fr. Forsythe from our membersaip file and placed his
records in a confidential tile. We will keep you acvised of further

P2 JPUTIS I e
WCYCIUPIIC GG, -
Sircarely,
{r= B. Ratciiffe L
ere B, Rartculie R
Scout Executive Lo '-.\\V\
o R
PR ¢
AN v
an b
jr 232 - 3
Y oy
~ (R U R
.- A% ~ AN
N AN R
A R T A S A
\'v REY v N = YR
| \ v A I‘ \ 4 ~
by NN - \’ \ N
\Jb \ s \./
N -
SO
K?\
Cou=s >: 307 Serv =g Youmz oz 03 Nansds oo Missens Lo Lo laffhet Lol.emaagt 7/
Loa= Mumeaae Woaszoiie Misseaen: 3aces. Tistod Cass, Ja.l Hutm Caciae Ra. 222 3 i Umicad Way
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Heart of America Council, Boy Scouts of America

~ -

10210 Hoimes Road * Xansas Ciry, Missour: 64131 » 316-942.9333

s
SCOUTING
Decermber 4, 1989

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

After carsful raview, we have decidad thar vour regiszmotion with the Boy Scouts
‘ of America siould be suspended. We ars cnerator compelled to request taat
i vou sever any rslauons vou may have with the Boy Scourts of Ameri

cu stould undersiand the BSA membersiip regiswazion is a orivilegs and is ot

uzormazically ks granted 1o evervene wio applias. We rIserve ioe right {0 suspen
x“.s:::.::cn woanever thers s a concera thar an indivicual may 00t meASuUrs up
10 the zigh standards of membershin the BSA sesks 0 provide for k_*.er'.cc.-.

'-nnr-v

- e oaa

f rou '-Vish tc zave this decision reviewed, olease wrizz 10 me within &0 cdays of

—

e date of tkis lewer, 2xplaining vour version of the Izcis surporung your ciaim
that vour registration as a BSA member siould be raizstated. -

Sinceraly,

Jers B. Rarcii=a
Scout =xecutv

(I

CQauncii Vo, 137 Sernag Yauiz (9 Kaasas in2 Missount Couaties. Sagsae: aacsrsoa. Jou¢ 5. Fraaxlia. Jaanson. Lzavezworsn, ,

Szal Mtameosac Wraacsis, Missean: 3azes. Carral, Cass. Claw. Seam lacxson. Joanson. Laiioszte 2ace. 2av aad S6 Tli.e .
< i35, C ~ gansan Lnicas way
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. Cf tha Metrceatitan Statf R
An Overfand Park priest was.

- charged Friday in Johnson Counry~.

_ ties witd a child, 3 felony punishable - -
- by five 10 20 years in the state

" eation.

District Court with atzempted inde-
cant licerties with a Shawnes boy.
The Rev. James A. Forsvthe, 33,
an asscciate pastor at Holy Cross |
Churca in Overtand Park, first was®
charged with taking indecent hbcr—-

penitentiary. The count consists of
sadomuzing, fondling or touching 2 -
child under age 16 for sexual gram1-

The charge was amended in :mn .
cipation-of plea negotiations with
Fcrsw;':a and his atorney, Scott -
Krearmer, said Assxs:.:mt stmcz At '_
tor-'e. Tom Bath, ;o el

2

Pnest is ﬁaméd in SeX aﬂegatlon

o ,.' Lo ‘. d . --‘f Ry

2.0

ey 2 dzstncz court hc:mng.
"« Forsythe was relsased F-mav aft-
ernoon on a $5,000 pessonal recog- -
qizance bond.: L rETIIN R T Tes
“w Church officials said Eorsvgxe has
been relieved of his duties in the
church and was rcc..;ving orofes- -
sional counseiing, . :sl. - .
. Overland Park polics in a state-
mem Friday said thcy have “inves-:
“tigazed reports of ciild aouses said
: to have occurraed within a churca or
) sc‘zoolbuﬂdmg." SIN AT
=~ *As a result of the mvesngatxon
polsc.. said.. “one mcxdcnt of anuse
was confirmed.”. - .
. .. The boy, 20w 16,.was 1 oae the
. ume of the alleged abuse; ' Detecuive
Jesse Rollwagen said.-The incident
} recortedlv fook pia acs in Ovc".and.
’ x dl"(. i

1 PR M 33 o gt b TN A YA e R T A N spommpmsr oyt oy

ariedats
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PERT

The .2sser char gc c:m:..s asea-
t2nce of 1p 10 three 10 10 vears m.
orison. 3ath said.

Forsvide turned himself in Fridav
morninz o the Jomnson County

" Adujt Datention Ceater in Olathe

‘toauditing
Kansas pnest named in sex allegatmn

| aue Cnarcred with atte;nmed mde”ent liberties, pastor surrenaers

ass
Jot . N
sy By Ionn North
;}i — Ot tne Metrcealitan Statt
N lae
"% -Aa Overiand Park priest was
. of ; Charzed Friday in Johnson County .
. aue Disimct Court with attempted inde-
the 27t berties with a Shawnes boy.
aue  1ae Rev. James A. Forsythe, 33,

-

ot e —_——

and apgeared in court im the
arernoon. o

hhen: 10 enter 3 plea next Fr:::. v at

“ ~The Rev -\mhcny L.ckte. pas- |
tor at Holy Cross, said Forsvme was
assigned w0 e caurch about twa
vears ago and askad to b r::euea ’

- from his duties a (ew wesks aﬁo. " 1

< i e . “He served . very well an

samer saxd he SXpECiIc s " faithfully, and [ 2ink he was wc.l 3
received by me ,,eoule.” o

301 paato gy Dave Auum Oluthe Gaus News

The Rey. James A. Forsythe .
. :ehevea of gansh duties
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. an 2ssociate pastor at Holy Cross
Churzh in Overiand Park, first was
1 charzed with taking indecent lier-
ties with a ciiid. a fziony punishable
oy d{ve to 20 vears in the state

O peaiizntiary. The count consists of

he secomizing, .'oncLifxg or iouching a

the Chtid under zge 16 {or se.“ml gr’ur'
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-a disirict court hearing.

““aizance bond. - tor at Holy Cross. said Forsitza was
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Overland P"rz oouc in a suate-
ment Friday said the'/ have “*inves-
tigated regorts of child acuses said .
- . to nave occurrad within a czur“:z or-.
: sc.‘xool buiiding.” :
*As a result of the ¢ .nvaag_non "
pc:hc~ said, or:e :nc'dc:u of acuse
-wasconfirmmed.” L s o - e -
. i The bov, now [6 was LS 2t the .-
. time of the alleged abuse. Detaztive -
Jesse Rollwagen said. The incicdeat ~
-reportadly »00( :iac- in O\cr::.n
Par( e ' s
“The Rev. A.n..-ony Lxc&:::g, ;as- h

"Krea mer, said Assistant Disiset At-
torney Tom Bath. .
.The lesser charge carias a sen-"
tencs of up Lhraa to [ vears in

prison, Bath said.

Forsvthe turned himseif iz :rm..v
momning to the Johnson Caun“/
Aduft Detention Center iz Olathe
and appearsd in court .ix the
ariernoon. .

{:-nme' said he expesszd his
clieat to enter a plea next Friday at

Forsvihe was refeased Friiay aft-
ernaon on 2 33,000 persenzx :::cg-

Church officiais said Fors=3e has
Sesn reiievad of als dutias noif2

caurch and was cecsiving crofes-

assigned :0 the siurch ascur w0
vears 2g0 and askad (0 be rzizasad
irom nis duiias a Saw wesks 1z-
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