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SOUTH FLORIDA COUNCIL

Serving the vouth of
Broward, Dade andd Monroe  Counties

November 29, 1979

Mr. Paul Ernst

Director Registration Service

Boy Scouts of America

P.0O. Box 61030

Dallas/Fort Worth Airport, Texas 75261

Dear Paul:

This letter, together with the supporting material should
be considered as our recommendation to place Mr. Howie
Needle in the confidential file.

The attached statements of the camp director, program director,
and those of two Scouts who were involved clearly support this

action.

Sincerely, .

Alexander
Director of Field Service

GEA:cp
encl.

cc: L. Robert Kilmer
Michael W. Casey, III

Boy Seouts of America. Thomas [L.. Tatham Service Center. 290 Coral Way. Miwm. Florida 33145
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SOUTH FLORIDA COUNCIL
Sernving the vouth of
Browud, Thide and Monrme Counties

October 15, 1979

Mr. Howfe Needle
2744 NW 58th Terrace
Lauderhill, Fla. 33313

Dear Mr. Needle:

After careful review, we have decided that your registration with
the Boy Scouts of Amerfca should be suspended. e ara therefore compellad
to request that you sever any relations that you may have with Boy Scouts
of America. |

You should understand that BSA leadership registration is a privilege
and s not automatically granted to everyone who applies. We reserve the
right to suspend regfstratfon whenever there. i{s a concern that an {nd{vidual
ray not measure up to the high standards of leadarship which BSA seeks to
provide for Arerican youth. Please also understand that this deci{sion and
the reasons for 1t wil) be maintairad as confidential. .

If you wish to have this decisfon reviewed, please write to ma,
explaining vour version of the facts supporting your clafm that your registra-
tion as a BSA leader should be granted or refnstatad.

Stncerely,

Theodore J. Pappas
Council President

Py Svngts of Amereal Thomas T Tathan Serviee Contie 2000 Corad SWay Mo Florida 27145

|
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STATEMENT

SUBJECT: ACCUSED ACCUSATIONS OF IMPROPER ADVANCES OF TWO SUMMER CAMP
STAFF MEMBERS.

On Monday evening, July 30,1979, at approximately 9:30 p.m., Jeff Ross, }
Program Director and Steve Servais, Commissioner, came up to my place |
of residence, Cabin #2 and asked me to give them some time for discussion
of a problem in camp. They proceeded to tell me of three campers who

had come to them and told of three separate incidences involving two

camp staff members, Michael Stein and Howie Needle. The incidents had
occurred over the previous weekend and involved acts of questionable
moral behavior.

After about 45 minutes of discussions, I decided to speak to the three
campers concerned on the next morning.

On Tuesday morning, July 31, 1979 ] set up separate meetings with each of
-the campers, at order.
Before the [MSC meelLing, asked the cmi onapLaln o
assist with the discussions with the campers individually and bring them
to the campfire area. Jeff Ross, || N ¢ nyself were involved
with the discussions. The [irst one was scheduled for 9:00 a.m., but was
about a half an hour late bLecause of a problem with a horseback ride which

delayed me.

|
During the discussions with cach camper, I asked them to be completely honest E
and tell everythin the discussions with an occasional addition by

I attempted to question various aspects of
each story in order to help determine the validity of their statements.
Their stories as told to us, were essentially the same as the written state- :
ments obtained lTater in the day. From what 1 could determine, the stories

as related to me appeared to be true.

As the discussion with each camper was concluded, they exited the area in
sich a way as to give no indication to the other two campers of the meetings
which were being held.

The discussions were concluded shortly before the noon hour. Alter
lunch I phoned Tom Walker, Director of Program for South Florida Council,
ind informed him of the fact the accusations had been made against the
two staff members without giving him the details of each story. le

advised me ro gut written statements from cach camper and fr—
SO > (O e procicding.
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Upon completion of the written statements * brought
them back to me in the Administration Building. I read over them and then

asked for a written statement from both Ross and Rieck concerning the
events which had occurred.

I reviewed the statements of their completion. The
three of us discussed the happenings and possible action to be taken.

It was our joint belief that the campers were telling the truth and that
the events had occured.

At that time, I determined the necessary action to be taken was to terminate
the employment of the two camp staff memebers. It was not my position, I
believe, to further investigate the happenings, but was to eliminate

the possibility of additional problems involving campers, staff, or moral of
the camp.

‘With the assistance o _ , we figured out how to
notify Stein and Needle and how to work out their physically leaving of
camp. The three of us were in the camp director's office with Stein
and Needle separately. I officially notified them of the termination

with Ross and present as witnesses. No attempt was made to accuse
Stein or Needle of the actions in the statements, but only of the fact
that statements were made.

The terminations were made immediate and the two staff members were
escorted from the Camp Director’s office to pack their belongings and
leave camp. )

I belicve that the actions taken by me and Jeff Ress and
were necessary and were (aic to all concerned; the campers, and staff |
involved, the camp as a whole and teo the Scuth Florida Council, Doy

Scouts of America.

Respecifnlly submitted,

Tim Rose, Jr.
Camp Director
July 31, 1979

2,40 Lo, ——— ' .
IR LBy T Cr D

e e - e
Gy ,’J,’ PN 57 TP I
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Date: July 31, 1979

Subject: Howie Needle and _J'_ncident .

I became aware of the situation when Mr. Rose asked me to come to the

chapel area for a t ut 9:00 a.m. this morning. This incident was
related to Mr. g and myself by N> is 2
Provisional Camper at V Campsite.

*ielated how Howie had been working with him on his m Toten Chip when
H told him to come with him t take some garbage to the tru ear the
commissary. (I believe this was the location) Howie then asked to go !

with him to Bad Ischl an outlying, unused site. Unused this week. is
was Monday, July 30, ii79. Howie went to a tent at Bad Ischl and after
f a

looking inside, told to cone inside. Inside he told to take
his swimming suit of then procecded to fondle his genitals and to
perform sex on him. Howie then is said to have asked to do the same
on him (Howie). : »fused and came back to camp where he talked to
Roy about his Bas ferit Badge which had been missed. i

My observation of ‘ is that he is a very transparent type person. He
tends to say what 1s on his mind. He is from a Lebanese background and
has been doing very well here at camp in overcoming a language and cultural
"gap." I feel he is telling the truth in this situati Lher

boys in the related incidents.
had intontionally not related S L When he came 1in
with his story,it was his as far as they could tell.

Chaplian, Camp ILonc Oak 1979
July 31, 1979

Reforence statarent ';)y_ July 31,1979

/-///.)/U ’4) (L'A)/ 7/7_‘ /L k){ '-{l(/ /\,(“’- D
"l\/ Ariacien ¢ ﬁ,f/’“b

& \‘{_ r A g/.
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Camp Lone Oak
31 July 1979

Re: Improper advances made by two staff members -- Howard Needle and

Mike Stein-- towards same Scouts, as purported by the Scouts.

MONDAY 30 July:

_ reported to me in the presence of another staff member,
Steven Servais, in mid-afternoon that h d n sexually approached

by Needle that morning, as described in ritten statcment.
In addition, he mentioned possible imporper advances made towards two ‘
other Scouts in his troop by Needle and Stein. }

0--I talked with the two Scouts, 1
about said possible advances. This QlSCUSS1
next to the handicrafts shelter. They reported incidents which are

outlined in their respective statements. In addition, they described
incidents of a related nature involving two or three of their friends

‘and some staff mambers, as reported to them by these friends.

Approx. 9:00 p.m.-—Steve Servais and myself reported the above mentioned
information to Mr. Tim Rose, Camp Director. Decision made o talk with
said Scouts at carliest possible time following morning.

TUESDAY 31 July:

tr. Rose, myself, and _, Chaplain, talked with cach of the
three Scouts individually after breakfast. They each roported in our
presence essentially the same information stated in their respective
reports, which wore acquired inmediately after lunch as directed by

Mr. Rose as a result of a phone conversation with Thomis @Walker, Council
Provyram Director, in re<ard 1o this ontire matler.

Jeffrey Ross
31 July 1979

/-,-//)A,'D (077830 Ias D Sisiro
A7 7D TYPED Bl v
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Date: July 31, 1979

suoject: Howie Needle and || GG i -cicent

I became aware of the situation when Mr. Rose asked me to come to the chapel
area for a talk about 9:00 a.m. this morning. There were two similar incidents i

involving boys from the camp. This incident was related to Mr. Tim Rose,
Mr. Jeff Ross and nyselfcg;_ a Provisional Camper at Vogelensang

carpsite.

-related two incidents involvi ic Noecedle. One was in the pool area ;
where lowie is said to have fondled Wnital arca. Then later Howie x\
took &with him to the Hook building where he have a Lone Oak '
Staff T-Shirt and wanted to fondle him some nore. sted to participate
and Howie took him back to the camp area.

These two things are to have happened over the past weekend. -is one of the
Scouts who stayed over from last weeks' camp.

My observation of is that he is a level-headed young man. I, personally, feel

he is being truthfuld feel his relating of these incidents has been very

matter—of fact. He has been here at campt the entire summer and has overcome ;
several challenges. He was homesick at first, but has stayed on to accomplish !
several badges. lle desires to finish out this week in order to finish the

work he is involved in.

Chaplain, Camp Tone Oak 1979 (
~July 31, 1979 g

Reference statament by _Jnl_y 31, 1979

AL e 7S £
Srened & Y4 SR EED
T CRELRC
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