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(e BUPKEYE counciLONC. -us
&=2) BOYSCOUTS OF AMERICA

April 27, 1989

Mr. Paul Ernst, Director
Registration and Subscription Service
National Council

Boy Scouts of America

1325 wWalnut Hill Lane

P. 0. Box 152079

Irving, Texas 75015-2079

Dear Paul:

It 1s my unpleasant duty to ask you to add to our Confidential

List a Scouter of the Buckeye Council. The ge

is Mr. Ernest Van Fossen, age 41, residing at
, East Sparta, Ohio*44626.

I am enclosing for your perusal an article that indicates that

Mr. Van Fossen was found guilty of rape. We have suspended Mr.

Van Fossen’'s registration with the Buckeye Council pending this

@5 R {A% 3126 TUSCARAWAS STREET WEST CANTON. OHIO 34708 PHONE. 215 477-T214s

ntleman in iuestion

ultimate outcome and a letter from our Council President has also

been sent (copy enclosed).

If you would requirs any additional information or substantia-
i : DeNhappy to provide.

JAJ:sm T,

Enclosures PR AN

A PROGAAM OF CHARACTER OEVELOPMENT - CITIZENSHIP "RAINING AND PHYSICAL FITNESS IN
CARROLL, HQLMES, STARK, TUSCARAWAS AND WAYNE COUNTIES

Y/,,
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/,.]/\ BUOKEYE COUNCIL,’NC. 2436

B2  BOYSCOUTS OF AMERICA

Y
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7 = 5136 TUSCARA'WAS STREET WEST CANTON, OHIO 44708 PHONE: 1218 3777233
- 2 + I
Januar{ 30, 1989 Sent registerad mall,
Teturn receipt raguescad }
2/3/89

Mr. Ernest Van Fossen
|
East Sparta, Ohio 44626

Dear Mr. Van Fossen:

|
|
After careful review, we have decided that your registration with \
the Boy Scouts of America should be suspended. We are, |
therefore, compelled to request that ycu sever any ralationships

that you have with the Boy Scouts of America. A refund of your - |

registraticn fee is enclosed. |

You should understand that B.S.A. membership registration is a
privilege and is not automatically granted to everyone who
applies. We reserve the right to suspend registration whenever
there 1is a concern an individual may not meet the high standards
of membership which the B.S.A. seeks to provide for American

youth.

v & Council Review
ays of the date of

he facts supporting your
. r should be

w of this decision ars

v
7

sh to have this decision r

£ ycu )
vlease write to me within
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Richard J. ZEgan
President
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A PROGAAM OF CHARACTER QEVELOPMENT - CITIZENSMIP TRAAINING ANO PHYSICAL FITNESS iN /’,
CARRQLL, MOLMES, STAAK, TUSCARAWAS ANO WATNE CQUNTIES
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Bus driver z;oing

I) prison

3y M.L. SCHULTZE

Tzzognory wtan anter

A Tuscarawas Valley School
Zisirict bus driver and East Spar-
‘a 3ov Scout leader has been sen-
tenced to 10 to 25 years in prison for
~a2ping a 12-year-oid boy who rode
is bus.

A jury in Stark County Common
Pteas Judge Sheila Farmer's court
100k just under three hours to find
Zrnest Van Fossen guilty of rape
.‘-Ionday afternoon. The jury ap-

carently agreed with Assistant
?. osecutor John Anthony that Van
Fossen had reason to lie and the
v. wno said Van Fossen
xesged him for a vear, did not.

'Throug.aout the three-day :rial.
tathony said, no one — including
\an Fossen — suggesied a motive
.Ji"the bov to make up the siory.

“Quite the comtrarv.” Anthony
said. By :eiling his story. the boy
‘aced a great deal of embarrass-
ment. ... Why would he put himseif
Ar 1that?”

I Jan Fossen was lving to
save mmself. Anthony said.

Cerfense attorney James B.

Lindsey contended the contradic-
aens were in the bov's storw, not in
“an Fossen's.
Ze said the bov called Van
7:ssen his “iriend” and wanted
** at his birthdav party nearly 11
manihs after the sexual altacks
,L.egealy began.

Another key contradiction, Lind-
e 3aid. was time. The bov said
van Fossen told him it was 4:11
2.7 when he let the boy off the bus
>n Jan. 26. the date the rape
iliegedly happened. Van Fossen,
~.s wife and his daughter's
“oviriend all testified Van Fossen
+2s home before 4 p.m. that dayv,
‘.:ndsev said.

bV}
'70

for rape

ERNEST VAN FOSSEN

But a 12-vear-oid giri. not the at-
ornevs. seemed ‘0 get he closest
attention from the jury Monday
morming. Shg and her moiher.
whom Anthony cailed as rebuttal
witnesses, appeared (o contirm
what the dboy had said on the stand
Thursday and coniradict what Van
Fossen hadsaid Friday.

The boy had :esuriea that Van
Fossen began mciesung him in
January 1388 and continued
through Jan. 25 or this vear. Jn
Jan. 27, ae woid 3 schoul guidance
counseior what happened. and \'aa
Fossenwasarresied.

The doy said the <i-vear-old Van
Fossen. whom the chiidren cailed
Ernte. wouid puil the hus into a
dump east of the hov's home and
nave the boy perform oral sex.
That was atler Van Fossen
drooped otf the otl:er two ol the last

+ BUSDRIVER 1.4
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Bus driver guilty of rape

‘e From A-l

:hree children riding the aiternoon
route.

The homes of the other children
lie between the boy's home and the
dump. and one of those children
testified Monday that she saw Van
‘Fossen drive the bus toward the
dump — in the opposite direction of
the bov's home — with the bov on
board Jan. 26.

She also testified she nad seen
the bus — with only the boy and
Van Fossen on board — go east and
come back about 13 or 20 munutes
later {requently enough for ner o

¥ the boy why 1t happened.

van Fossen, who took the stand
again Monday, acknowiedged he
sometimes took the bus in the op-
nosite direction from the boy's
nome, odut insisted that was be-
‘cause turning around in the girl's
driveway was diificut in bad
weather. So he'd go east t0 an in-
tersection, turn around there and
drive back west to the boy s home.

He insisted that took oniy three
or four minutes. 110t 13 or 20, and he
repeatedly denied:going east on
Jan.2§.

During heated cross-examina-
ion by Anthony, the prosecutor
asked why Van Fossen testified

last week that he'd never have a
reason Lo go east. For the first time
during the trial. Van Fessen's
composure appeared slightly
shaken. and he said he didn’t recall
that testimony.

During his closing argument,
Anthony pounded on the coniradic-
tion. "That littje fact tells vou a lot
about that man's truthfulness.”
Anthony said.

“These witnesses place him
alone on that bus with tthe boy!.
heading back toward the dump
right where ithe boy) toid vou
these things happened.”

But Lindsey underscored a dii-
‘erent contradiction in his closing.

Van Fossen. his wife aod his
daughter’s poviriend all were cer-
tain he was hormne early on Jan. 26.

which wouldn't leave time for the

sexual attack. he satd.

That, said Lindsev, created the
~reasonable doudt” that shouid
have led 0 his client’s acquittal. So

did testimony from ne:ghoors and-

friends — adults and children —
that they trust Van Fossen.

Even. Van Fossen’s inability ‘o
explain why the boy would make
up the storv should work in his
ciient's favor. Lindsey argued. if
Van Fossen really were lying, said
Lindsey, he-would have come up
with a reason. . .
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