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’A\ BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
’f“ National Office
%{ W \’) 1325 Wainut Hill Lane

tt:\.;j PO. Box 152079

Irving, Texas 73015-2079
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"Sesuss of America and the Mor"'c
"Czurcs on Wednesday.
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:mPahckAvantsmﬂedhongmnBeachC&umCmﬂbyshaﬂfsdepuﬂesWed . “Y thought twas a of showing
someone that you fiked him,” Avant said in court Wednesday of his sexuai activities with boys. v

Molester sentenced to 26 years

By Debbie Messina
Staff writer

VIRGINIA BEACH — In plead-
ing for leniency Wednesday, Eric
Patrick “Ricky” Avant said he
*hought his sexual activities with
the bays in his Cub Scout den

w ~ an acceptable sign of

L on.
. Jwought it was a way of show-

ing someone that you liked him,”

\vant testified during his sentenc-
.ng in Clrcuit Court. ~I didn’t think
:t 'vas a crime.”

Avant, 28, was sentenced

Wednesday to 26 years in the state
penitentiary for molesting nine
boys between the ages of 9 and 13.

When the sentence was an-
nounced, several of the hoys’
mothers burst into tears and their
husbands mumbled words. of
disbelief. .

“He’s fooled everybody,” one
mother said. “The only way true
justice will be served is if some-
thing happens to him in prison. I
know it sounds harsh, but I can’t
help it.”

Another parent was just re-
lieved that the ordeal was over

and his son could resume his life.
“At least my son won’t have to
keep looking over his shoulder for
(Avant),” he said. “He’s finally be-
hind bars, for a little while at
leas )y

Judge Austin E. Owen ordered
that Avant spend two years in
prison for each of 12 counts of ag-
gravated sexual battery and one
year each for two counts of inde-
cent liberties. He had pleaded
guilty Jan. 27.

Avant, a computer operator who
befriended the boys through a Vir-

ginia Beach church and a Webelos

den it sponsored, faced a mc
mum sentence of 250 yeaxs
prisomn..

“1 cannet overiook the fact tr
prior attempts to change the
fendant’s behavier through cov
seling has not been successiu
Owen said. The interest of t
community must prevail ov
those of the defendant.”

Avant and his attorney, Arth
A. Lovisi, pleaded with the cot
to keep Avant out of the state pr

Please see MOLESTER, Page L

e

CONF022470



A N . BT T

L -" P
nr v S— .
o —

|

) ‘ ’. . . . : . .
/ “TB  THE VIRGINIAN-PLOT THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 1988 o
- - - e

-

Ve

Pl

"MIOLESTER

cortinued from Page DI

ons-and instead allow himi to serve his time in
the city jail. They feared Avant would be killed
by prisoners because he is a child molester. .
“In effect, it's a death sentence or worse,”
Lovisi said. ) 3
But Assistant Commonwealth’s’ Attorney
George H. Yates argued that Avant'has been
" given two breaks aiready and that alternative
methods to imprisonment have failed te rehabili-
Avant was charged with sedomy in 1979. Un-

der a plea agreement, he-was convicted of '

crimes against nature and was placed on proba-
tion. Then in 1986, the parents of one of Avant’s
victims said they would not prosecute as long as
Avant sought psychiatric help.

Avant has been under the care of two mental
heaith professionals in the past 10 years.

Since his last court appearance, an additional
count of aggravated sexual battery involving an-
other boy was brought against Avant — boosting
the total number of charges to 14.

“I have to respect Judge Owen’s inteiligence
and ability,” Lovisi said after the sentencing.

“But [ am concerned about Mr. Avant's personal

safety.” . .

Yates said 26 years was an appropriate sen-
tence; he was expecting three years on each
count. “I know there are people in the communi-
ty who think he should be locked up forever,” he
said. “But these offenses in and of themseives
are not as serious as some.”

The parents of Avant’s victims were
outraged.

“This sends a real good sign to the youth of
our community,” said a parent of two of the
victims. “Maybe he would have gotten more
time if the others decided to prosecute.”

The families who-initiated prosecution said
they had cooperated with police in compiling a
list of 41 victims from the Webelos den and
church. Many of those families did net prose-
cute, Yates said. ___ . o

'

o e victims parents teif ;sﬂt;n&s of how their

and thgx‘r school work.

During the sentencin i
g, prosecuti
?ov:gé to be a sly con mag whouwgl?igowim;xa}t’gg'
gon enc? of churchgoing people, then take ad-
T1:;:gedo that trust to get to their Young boys
man'se :ft;;nse _pamnted a picture of a goe;d
man's Co! ed Intentions, of a vietim of sexual
u as a child who wants to rehabilitate him-
self and make restitution to his victims
. g:g the victims are 0
nded: “There .
an%tixat disturbs]fn :.Iﬁnost a sense of revenge,
0 of four witnesses who testified
g:; %vant Were parents of boys who wergnmt:ﬁ:sag
b Iy Avant but who chose not to prosecute
thie s know there are different ways to apprbach
o gec?xr:z% nxfzothelr sgxd.h“We did not join in the
or rimke o li.fé‘righthmt” he should have a chance
avant testified that he oniy recently
Itll}at his actions were wrong. He said ttlllyatleamdtmned
miyearsofcounsehn“ ing, he had n i H
mmxsnal_mal activities and whether they were
“If you look out in the courtroo
see what would normaily constitut? n};;ua:notl:}a{}
mater of onihe 4 e oL VAR said. “Tn 3
ma Z?Ilonger . rr;y Iifg. ot people I cared about
“All I
peopie Ve ever wanted to do was help other

e 3
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TIDEWATER COUNCIL
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Trgmia 23517-2390

March 28, 1988

Mr. Paul Ernst

Director of Registration
8oy Scouts of America
1325 Walnut Hill Lane
P.0. Box 152079

Irving, TX 75015-2079

CONFIDENTIAL: Eric Patrick "Ricky" Avant

Dear Paul:

Attached are news clippings regarding the conviction of, Eric Patrick "Ricky"
Avant for child molesting. While he is not currently ragistersd, he was at
one time. I believe that you have earlier documentation. Let me know if you

need additional facts. N ,
= e

]
D e 1

Smcerew}, Aere cmed ST y .
A
30b Cree |
Scout Sxecutive A L B . — )
B Ry Cr oy o e R NPA -y
CLodd LéeaTe NE g tidl e
BC/ch , -
BN B B S A
- fiplolect UL 7 Ao
cc: Adrian Cronk Ll - 7/ /
O .
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July 5, 1988

[obert ¥. Crae
cout Zxecutive
idewater Council, ilo. 39%6

72

PERSCONAL AND COHFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Srick Pacricx "Ricky” Avant

Jear 3co:

Taank you r£or tue decailed information sent concerning cae above Scoutar.
This case nas oeen raviewed Witd our attorney aad i3 20w on our peraanent

Configencial ?ile.

sincerely,

pam -
CC: Southeast Region Q$§
S YA
{F- a\ 4
T v Y
N
&
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PERSOMAL AMD COHFIDENTIAL
cear 30b:
I 2opreciate the aaterial

31713ent13‘ Record siheet -
"~

3ok
dentification orecass.

Paul Zrnst, Jirecier
Pegistraticn Service

Ko

cc: Scutneast R=2gion

wihich you preyicusly sent 4s concerning
amed individuai. I ocelieve we nave evervtiiing we need except for
ch we would 1ike %2 have completed o
nformation as you have avai7ab’é

ccument with 215 signature, i ~is i35 availadie, 23 zhis 23ids i

any other material comes %o ycur atienticn whic
o} e 20 no% hesitats

ieas %0 forward is, ‘e «ani %o have 1 fiie wirich
strong encugh tc refuse registraticn anvwiere ¢, Avant wight move and
(=104 ¥

~d

SUBJELT: Erick Patrick “?7cky” Avant

ing the above

a

,
v 3s =gk
e

.i
He would alsc Jike Lo have 31 czpv of 3
3

5 you Teel would Se nelntul
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April 6, 1988

Robert W. Cree

Scout Executive

Tidewater Council, No. 596

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: Erick Patrick "Ricky" Avant

Jear Babh:

Thank you for your letter of March 28 concerning the above named individual.

I appreciate the newspaper clipping which qives us the fimal conviction and
sentencing.

I do not seem to find any information in our file from an earlier
communication. By any chance, was his named speiied differently?

Please send us a Confidential Record Sheet which is completed with as much
information as possible. This will aid in the identification process. Wwe
have enclosad a form for your use. We wouid-also like a copy of 2 document
with his signature, if availabie.

1f you have any material which you feel will ne helpful to us, please don't

nesitate to send it. This will strengthen our file which will lead to refusal

of registration should it be attempted be made at any time in any locaticn.

Thank for your help ia protecting the youth of America.

Sincerely,
<
&
<0 D>
& L
Paul Ermst, Director <§?~ Q;{ Qé’
Registration Service §§§$ (fb
Mdw : qSﬁ}

cc:  Southeast Region
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