APPENDIX A
f CONF IDENTIAL RECORD SHEET

REGISTRATION, SUBSCRIPTION, and STATISTICAL SERVICE
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Date October 14, 1987

Full name David Lee Boone
(No initials if you can possibly get full name)

saaress _ [N

City Franktown State __Colorado Zip Code __g0116
Date of birth 9/24/55 (This is important and should be exact.)
Approximate age (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known)
Religion Presbyterian Nationality __American_(Colorado native)

Occupation Douglas County, Colorado - Deputy Sheriff (Crime Prevention and
‘ Exploring Advisor)
Education Denver Christian High School

Weight 220 Ibs. Height 6 4" Race __ Caucasian

Color of hair Brown Color of eyes Blue

Outstanding characteristics or interests

Married or single Married Children None

(Number, ages, and names, 1f possible
Spouse's name ‘

Scouting connections:

Unit No. City State Office Date registered Date resigned

E 2104 Castle Rock Colorado Denver #61 February 1983 October 6, 1987
Please_see attached sheet for additional information.) .
pecial recognition _Post has won numerous trophies. He has been recognized hy
District.
Suspended or denied registration for following reasons: Under indictment for
admitted sexual abuse of male Explorers in his Post.

! SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL OF REGISTRATION, AND LIST
| ATTACHED SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (STATE ONLY KNOWN FACTS, NOT RUMOR, CONJECTURE,

| OR SPECULATION]:
Signed M?/é&&a)f

s U R = SCOUT EXECUTANE

TOrTININTIAL JoLo L Councl _ Denver Area

Ly
!

e JOSEPH L. ANGLIM

aTaR o0
o ;? ].].ir)]

_f" LA -

'CONF015451



BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Denver Area Council
2901 W. 19th Ave.
Denver, Colorado 80204
303-455-5522

May 16, 1989

Mr. Paul I. Ernst

§108

Boy Scouts of America
National Office

1325 Walnut Hill Lane
P.0. Box 152079

Irving, Texas 75015-2079

Dear Paul:

Enclosed is an update on the charges against Gerald L. Marques, a
former Explorer Advisor for Post 20. A sentencing hearing is set

for June 30th, and Mr. Marques will probably be given probation.

Also enclosed is an article on David Boone, a former Explorer

Advisor, for your records.
Thank you.
Most sincerely,

f

William R. Kephart
Scout Executive

11
Enclosures (2)
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- “THE DENVER POST .

“Tuesday, May 16, 1989

By Ginny McKibben
Denver Post Statt Writer
CASTLE ROCK — A former
Dpouglas County sheriff's deputy
and Explorer Scouts leader ie back
“onthe streets — less than a year
after he was sentenced to nine
‘years in prison for sexually as-
" saulting Scouts under his care.
¢ £7/Fhe release of David Boone, 33,
: by-Arapaboe District Judge Thom-
- 35.Curry has caused consternation
among the five teenage victims
and-sherif{’s department officials.
:2» only _mw;& of it last week.

Sex om,asaﬁ. releaséd aftei

There amm no oz_BE noE_nucou "
Sheriff Steve Zotos said Monday.
Zotos said he is bitter that Boone
is out on the streets, probabiy liv-
ing in Englewood or Aurora.
“Law enforcement

dard,” he said. “The bottom line is
that this man took advantage of
the Explorer Scout program and
viglated a trust.”

The sheriff said he learned of
Boone's release after 4 vouth re-
ported talking to Boone at a local
drive-in theater, where the con-

o:.nnwm.
" should be held to another stan-

CRen
~an
A

‘victed sexual ommmnmm_, ‘was sowx.

ing. e e, R

Sn::.m >mm_m3=nm aosmc_ﬁan
Patty Moschner said Boone's
placement at a youth hangout
showed questionable judgment, -
His release has frightened the five
young men who accused Boone of

. sexual assault from 1983 to 1987.

“This sends out a2 terrible mes-
sage to victims,” Moschner said.
“It is very difficult to get any sex-
ual-assault victim to come for-
ward. but especially males.”

Curry o:n:._m:c mmia:n&

Boove last May 23 1o nine vears 5

v:mon. .

' Several nomummm gwm gave a:._o.
tional testimony to years of ma-
nipulation and mma__n:o: by their
Scout leader.
~-But six months _u::, OE,Q
nam:mmm the sentence to :maﬂn_,
Boone's supervision from the state
Department of Corrections to the

“Arapaboe Community Treatment
Center.

Curry serves on the board of the

Arapahoe center.
“My position is that T want him

.

to get the :.mmc:m:» c_m: he needs
outside of the Department of Cor-
rections,” the judge said Monday.
“If there is a problem, he will be
back in court.”

Most convicts must uﬁw at Gm
center about 180 days before they
are returped to the 333:::?
said Leslie Hicks, the nmanma s as-
sistant director. - . . Sl

But Boone arrived :._ hmacm_.w
and left three months later. Hicks
would not say why.

She said his activities are care-
fully monitored.

I'prison term of less than year

However, 'she was unsure if
Boone's nmmmﬂo;mw knew of EA
job at the drive-in.

She also said she didn't know if
-:Boone still works there.

Court records say Boone's pedo-
philia is being treated at Redirect-
ing Sexual Aggression, 2 program

‘ aimed at curing sexual offenders
. through revulsion technigues and
group therapy. -

Testifying at the mmin:n:ﬁ
psychologists told Curry that
Boone's sexual habits would be dif-
'ficult to change.
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July 6, 1984

William R. Kephart

Scout Executive

Denver Area Council, NHo. 61

PERSOUAL AND CONFIDEMNTIAL

SUBJECT: David Lec ijoone

pear Bill:

Thank you for the detailed information sent concerning the above Scouter.
This case has ueen reviewed with our attourney and iSs now on our permanent

confidential File.

Sincerely,

paul grnst, birector
Registration service

pan

¢c:  Horth Central Reyion

CONF015454




SCOUTING-ysA

Denver
Area Council
Boy Scouts
of America
2901 W 19th Ave

Denver
Colnrado
309204

303 455-5592

May 24, 1988

Paul,

Enclosed are two newspaper
articles on the trial of
David Boone‘... thought you
would be interested in the
outcome of the case.

-~ g,
£
el
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Tues.. May 24, 1988, Denver, Colo.  Rocky Mountam Hews--

Ex-deputy gets
9 years in sex case

Rocky Mountain News Stafl

CASTLE ROCK — A former
Douglas County sheriff's deputy
who headed the department’'s Ex-
plorer Scout group was sentenced
yesterday to nine years in prison
for sexually assaulting one of the
boys.

David Boone, 32, sobbed as he
faced Douglas County District
Judge Thomas Curry after a hear-
ing that included testimony from
two young men who said Boone
assauited them.

Two psycholegists testilied
Boone is a pedophile — sexually
attracted to children — and Is un-
dergoing therapy.

“1 know I'm guilty as charged,
and everything that happened was
my fault,” Boone said. “There's a
lot of people I've hurt — the boys,
my family, the department, the
courts.”

While saying he hoped Boone
could continue his treatment, Cur-

ry ordered a prison sentence less
than the maximum 16 years possi-
ble.

In February, Boone pleaded
guilty to sexually assaulting a
child. In exchange, two other
counts of sex assauit and three
misdemeanor charges invoiving
four Scouts over the past four
years were dismissed.

Boone, a deputy since 1981,
served as crime prevention officer
and adviser for the Explorers post
for young people intcrested in law
enforcement.

One of Boone's victiims, now 19,
said he looked to Boone as a father
figure and felt betrayed. “Psycho-
logically, it tore me up. I lost trust
in him. He used to say if you lost
trust, you lost everything in the
world,” he said.

Robert Kraus, operations chief
for the sheriff's department, said
Boone's behavior devastated the
Explorers and eroded their trust of
sheriff's oificers.

CONF015456



THI: D!{N\'E( POST

Tuesday. May 24, 1988

Former deputy gets 9 years
for sexually assaulting boy

By Ginny McKibben
Denver Post Stalt Writer

A former Douglas County sher-
ifl’s depuly was sentenced Monday
{o nine years in the stale peniten-
tiary afler he pleaded guilly to sex-
ually assaulling a boy while serv-
ing as leader of an lxplorer Scout
group.

In a tearful sentencing hearing
in Douglas County District Court,
David Boone, 32, was confronted
by (wo Explorer Scouts who said
Boone used his position to win their
{rust, then seduced them.

District Judge Thomas Curry
imposed the sentence despite psy-
chologists’ pleas that Boone be
trealed for pedophilia while serv-
ing in a community corrections
program. Withoul treatment, they
warned, he could repeat his crime
when freed.

Admitting thalt Boone's sexual
aberrance would be difficull lo
change, the psychologists never-
Ltheless said the defendant is very
molivalted to reform.

But the Scouts told tales of (rust
belrayed and loyalty manipulated.

“IL took me untit last weck Lo re-
alize what he is. I thought he was a
brother who had a problem,” sand
one 17-year-old boy who asked that
Boone he senl to prison.

Boone formed Post 104 Explorer
Scoutl group for the Sheriff's De-
partment in 1983 to teach young
people who were inlerested in ca-
reers in law enforcement.

He persuaded one couple to let
their son live with him. During
those 214 years, the boy said,
Boone sexually assaulted him.

Another described trips to a cab-
in where Boone supplied alcohol
and pornographic [ilms, followed
by sex.

When threatened with exposure,
Boone pleaded for protection,
claiming (hat his life, career and
marriage would be ruined, the
youlhs testified.

Karly in 1987, three young men
confronted Boone and demanded a
promise that he would stop. The
promise was broken almost imme-
dialely, a boy testified.

The crime mighl never have
come (o light but for one Scout who
was given a rouline polygraph test
while applying for a job with the
Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

During questioning, the youth re-
counfed his experiences with
Boone.

“You see,” he said, "I have a
problem when I think of himn.”
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May 31, 1933

Hr. William R, Kephart

Scout Executive

Denver Area Council, Ho. &1

PERSOMAL AND COMFIDEHTIAL SURJECT: David Lee Boone

Dear Bil1:

We have not heard from you recently concerning the above named individual and
wondered {f the legal action has now been completad, 1If Mr, Boone has baen
convicted of the sexual ahnse, we would 1ike the final outcome and sentencing.
Lat us know if you can help us close this file at this time.

Sincerely,

Paul Frist, Nirvector
Registration Servics

a«to

cc:  Marth Central Reqaion
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April 1, 1233

fir. William R. Kephart
Scout Executive
Denver Area Council, Ho. 61

PERSONAL & COMFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: David Lee Boone

Dear 8111:

We have not heard from you since last Fall concerning the above-named
individual. We wondered if the legal actinn has now taken place so that we
can have a conviction and a closed file,

We would like any newspaper clippings or conrt records which would give the
outcome of the legal action. If this is now complete, this information could
be sent to us so that we may close the file. e would need no other {nforma-
tion from you at this time,

Thank you again for yvour help ir protecting the youth of America.

Sincerely,
§\\§’

Paul Ernst, Direct PR
aul Ernst, Director ‘
Reqgistration Service ‘5363 ()‘33&

I'~ B \k
aak PQ 0‘?‘\\50

bt

cc: MNorth Central Region ©
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A program ior Lub SCouts, Boy scouts. ang Explorers

National Office
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

1325 Walnut Hill Lane, Irving, Texas 75038-3096
Telephone: 214-580-2000

SCOUTING/USA

October 22, 1987

William R. Kephart
Scout Executive
Denver Area Council, No. 61

PERSONAh/& CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: David Lee Boone
Dear Bill:

Thank you for the material you sent us concerning the above named individual.
This will be helpful and will enable us to identify Mr. Boone should he
attempt registration in another location.

We have deleted his registration from our files, as you requested. Please
keep us informed as any legal action takes place. This will help us make a
i lete file.

We would like to have a copy of an application or something with his signature
if possible. This helps in the identification process.

\\\\Ingnks for your help in protecting the youth of America.

b Sincerely, ///7
S

i
, .
(P .

) L
‘ -~ \/\"/ -
T

z ul Ernst, Director
Registration Service

\

mdw

cc: North Central Region
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DENVER AREA COUNCIL

t
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PAGE i
DECEMBER 1°%i"
POST  E-2104 CHARTER REMNEWAL CASTLE ROCK co
DISTRICT NAME & MUMBER CONTY LOCAL UNIT MO, STATUS  TERM (MONTHS)  RENENAL DATE
PTARMIGAN 13 PTARMIGAN 0 DoUGLAS 104 R 12 2/23/2
CHARTERED ORGANIZATION NAME & ADDRESS  CODE  INSTITUTIONAL HEAD NAYE,AD ROUNCIL CERTIFICATION: :
DOUGLAS COUNTY SHERIFF 103  STEVE 107105 i
I - . et T oy e X Y 3
rerestsTERING v 1 3C YeS -,
Top Lcaoer TRatieD 2 X 1S b
CASTLE ROCK co CASTLE A0CK 00 20104 [00% BOYS LIFE 2 A& %
MEETING PLACE  AND DAYPOST SPECIAL INTEREST CODE CESTRIPTION pOVS’ LIFE:  TERM BEGINS ENDS T
DOUGLAS CO JUSTICE B TUE 0000 LAW ENFORCEMENT - CENERAL 2 S Um 4
SIGMATURES: PEGISTRATION INFORMATION  OTY FEE -
UNIT CHERTER FEE $ 20.00 l
INSTITUTIONAL HEAD CERTIFICATION SIGNA — R - 40 o5A000 4
oclee PD YOUTH B/L SUBS X SN 2
PD ADULTS B s4000 5
WATIPLE ADLTS - xRy =
PD ADULT B/L SUBS P S b
TOTAL FEES SUBNITTED s[4 7. 0075
48 MONTHS COMPLETED TENURE Gy e HANDICAPPED ____ §
W X
A.
o
ADULT MEMBER LISTING :
LR M) POS DATE OF
U ST NeME ADDRESS CITY & STATE 1P BIRTH GEX  PHOME
009074 EA R DAVID BOONE CASTLE ROCK 00 30104 T
LY 2\ O
909073 MC R DONALD CHRISTEMSEN CASTLE ROCY M 0104 AL
009077 AR R MICHAEL 0 COLEMAN ENGLEWCOD co 90112 1/22/81 MM
D00TE—— A At AN HARRIS CASTLE-ROGK £0-20404 bttt
;]
79072 CC R POBERT KRAUS CASTLE ROCK 00 20104 10/ /45 M
B
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SCOUTING/USA

Denver
Area Council
Boy Scouts
of Americo

2901 W. 19th Ave.

Denver
Colorado
80904

303 455-5522

C s Ve
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By George Lane

Denver Post Staft Writer .

: CASTLE ROCK — A recently
fired Douglas County sheriff's dep-
uty who also Is a Boy Scoul leader
was arrested this week on suspi-

clon of sexually assaulling chil:

dren, C i
i Deputy District Altorney Paul
King satd the arrest warrant is
sealed until Monday morning and
he can provide no details of the al-
legations untll then,

» A news release Issued by Doug-
las County Sheriff Steve Zolos
{dentified the former deputy as Da-
vid L. Boone, 32,

". Boone, a six-year veleran of the
sherHf’s department, was suspend-
ed when an internal Investigalion

Fired deputy arrested in ¢

of alleged departmental ruies vio-
lallons was started several weeks
ago. lle was flred alter a depart-

_ment hearing last week,

According to Zotos' release, the

‘sherift's depariment recelved in-
formatlon Oct. 6 that prompled the

internal Investigation.
The sheriff said that, at about

‘the same time, an investigation, .

was started by the district attor-

ney's office and Investigators from .
his office into possible criminal-ac- :

tivities that could lead lo prosécu-
tion. . -

Boone, who had been a crime
revention officer, turned himsell
n to authoritles Tuesday aller-
noon. e appeared in courl later

Tuesday and his bond was set at -

case

E sso.doo. e haa.pééted the bond and
been released from the county jail
by Wednesday night.

-, Boone reportedly had been see-
. Ing a psychologist prior to the in-
vestigation, and he voluntarily en-

A condition of his $50,000 bond is
' that he continve working with the
psychologist. He reportedly check-
‘ed himsell back inlo the hospita
afler posting the bond. :

King sald the c'hai'ges being con-
sidered against the former deputy
Include third-degree sexual as.

;gxual assault on a child. '

~tered an area hospital after the .
" investigation bggan.

saull, a misdemeanor, and felony

1454 A, News

10/2/67 P12

foct
Douglas Gounty deputy
arrested in molestations |

By GUY KELLY |
Rocky Mountaln News Stafl Writer

CASTLE ROCK - A Douglas
County sheriff’s depuly has been
arrested on suspicion of molesting
young men interested in faw en-
farcement work, officials said yes-
terday. !

Deputy David 1., Boone, 32, sur-
rendered Tuesday alter authorilies
issued an arrest warrant for him
on charges of thitd-degree sexual
assawlt and sexual assaull on a
child,

Boone, a deputy since 1981,
posted the $£50,000 hond and was
released on the condition he return
to a psychiatrie hospitat where he
was being treated before his ar-
rest, LU Mike Acree said.

Boone served as the depart-
ment's crime prevention officer
and adviser for an Explorer Post,
a group sponsored by authorities
and {le Boy Scouts of America to
familiarize youths with law en-
forcement work.

- o et iy e

et the stalement said.

Officials declined to say wheth-
er the charges relale to Doone's
work with the Fxplorer Post, but
Acree sald "the investigation is
centering aronnd that area.”

He declined to say how many
youths are involved or when the
offenses may have laken place.
“We're looking inlo several years
of aclivitics,” Acree said. “They
range in age from young adulls to
juveniles.”

District Attoiney Bob Gallagher
and Douglas County Sheriff Steve
Zotos issucd a prepared statement
yesterday saying the agencies be-
gan an investigation carlier this
month after receiving information
about “possible criminal activi-
ties.”

Officials suspended Boone Oct. 7
after a preliminary administrative
hearing. A week later, after a for-
mal hearing, he was fired and his
appointment as a deputy revoked.

“Termination was based upon
the violation of several depart-
ment policies and rules of con-

1 N
CRTIT o

;

ot

t

. Deputy fired

. el M venEL e

w)!
I‘ws')

) 022087
after investigation

A Douglas County Sheriff's
glcpllly has Leen fited after an
internal investigation and an on-
going criminal investigation,
Sheriff Steve Zotos said Tuesday.

Zotos did not reveal the name
of the deputy but said it wonld be
announced after criminal charges
are filed, ""We expect to release
that infermation Iate this afier-
noon or first thing in the morn-
ing,”’ Zolos said Tuesday,

. Thursday a news release was
::ssuqd saying *‘an internal inves-
tigation is being conducted into
alteged criminal and departmentai
rules violations by a deputy. Sub-
sequently, the Douglas County
Sheriff"s Department and the dis.
trict attorney’s office has begun a
Joint ‘investigation into possible
criminal activities and prosecu-
tion.”’

CONF015463
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Deputy arrested in sexual assault probe

By Paul DiNucci

News-Press Writer

A sheriff's depury was arrested
Tuesday and booked on charges
of sexually assaiilting 2 child and
third-degres sexual assault, sher-
iff artment officials said.

Boone, who has been
with the departmem since Feb-
ruary 1981, wrned himself in to
the Douglas Counry Sheriff’s
Department Tuesday after 2 war-
rant for his arrest was issved’
Monday,” -~ - : T

He was reieased from custody

Tuesday after posting a $50,000 - S L
e 7.7 .-@nT.C - Boone;.a Franktown resident, -
was ‘a_leader of the Douglas:

bond...

e b &

Formal charges &e expecied 16 °

be filed against Boone the begin-
ning of next week, according t0 2
sheriff"s department release.

Boone, 32, was suspsnded
from dury Oct. 7 after the depart-
ment conducted a preliminary
investigation based on informa-
don it received Oct. 6, officials
said.

Tbe sheriff’s department and
the district anomney’s office con-
gucted the investigation that Jead
1o Boone's terminarion as a depu:
ty, a news release by the depar-
ment indicated. - o

That investigation is continu-

ing... .

‘Cornty towns are

County Sheriff’s Department
Explorers Post, an organizaton
that tries to instill an interest in
youngsters <0 pursue employment
1n Jaw enforcement.

His dudes involved coordinat-
ing activities for the post's mem-
bers, who range in age from 14 10
20. .

Prior 10 his dismissal, Boone
was a crime prevention officer
with the deparunent and per-
farmed such dudes as educadng
homeowners-on how to counter
crime, . .

Boone established programs

for businesses to prevent robbery.

and homeowners 1o create Neigh-
borhood " Watch programs and

prevent burgiary and sexual as-
sault, Bob Kraus, chief of opera-
tion for the department. said.

Kraus said 2 background check
was not conducted on Boone be-
cause the deputy had been em-
Pploved by the department prior 1o
Skeriff Steve Zotos’ administra-
tion, which began in 1982.

When Zotos took office only
driving and criminal records
checks were performed on de-
puties who were hired under the
previous sherifl”s administration,

- Kraus said. - '

Normally, intensive checks on

¢riminal, driving, financial back-
-fgounds and psychological pro-
. fjlas are ‘done on potential em-

-

ployess.

‘1 don’t think he had a crimin-
al record at all,”’ Kraus said.

The deputy chief said he was
not sure whether Royal McKin-
ster, the previous sheriff, required
thorough background checks on
officers.

“It’s the value and standard
the department set,”’ Kraus said
of Zotos’ policy of investigating
depunes’ pasts. ‘“We do intensive
background checks on officers.”

Kraus described Boone as.an
excellent, thorough officer who
was well-liked in the community.

“**We have an excelient Explo- -
rers post,” Kraus said. “‘It's No. .

- 11in the state.”’

Kraus said the organization has
won numerous awards in siate
competition.

Lt. Mike Acree, who is investi-
ganng the allegations against
Boone, said there are a great
many people he has to interview
before the investgation is com-
pleted.

“It is a very delicate situa-
tion,”* Acree said Tuesday.
*‘When we feel we have the case

- in band we'll take it to the distric

artomey's office.” " <2

~ Boone is scheduled 1o appear
Monday morning- in Douglas

County Dismict Court- to face -

CONF015464
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October 22, 1987

William R. Kephart
Scout Executive
Denver Area Council, NMNa. 51

PERSONAL & CONFIDONTIAL SUBJECT: David Lee Boone

Dear Bil11:

Thank you for the material you sent us concerning the above named individual.
This will be helpful and will enable us to jdentify Mr. Boone should he
attempt registration in another location.

We have deleted his reqistration from our files, as you requested. Please
keep us informed as any legal action takes place. This will help us make a

complete file.

We would like to have a copy of an application or something with his signature
if possible. This helps in the identification process.

Thanks for your help in protecting the youth of America. ——

Sincerely,

Paul Ernst, Director
Registration Service

mdw

cc: North Central Region

CONF015465



SCOUTING/USA

Denver
Area Council
Boy Scouts
of America

2901t 19th Ave
Denver

Colorado

80204

303 455-5522

October 16, 1987

Denise,

I have deleted adult, David Boone, member
number 9074, per attached letter.

This deletion will be on’ transmittal
871003.

Thank vou.

\ ~N -

\\ A - - i e N N
O SN N ‘X\ NN ;Qh;\g\\, 5

Theresa K. Escobedo,
Registrar

CONF015466



SCOUTING USA October 16, 1987

Denver
Area Council
8oy Scouts
of Americo

2001, 19th Ave Paul,
Denver
Colorado

80004 Enclosed is a confidential record
303 455.5529 sheet with attachments on a
David Lee Boone which should
be self-explanatory. Please
delete Mr. Boone from all your
mailing and registration records.

Thank you.

CONF015467



SCOUTING/USA

Denver
Area Council
Boy Scouts
of America

Denver
Colorodo
80204

303 455-552¢2

2901 U). 19th fve.

October 16, 1987

Paul,

Enclosed is a confidential record
sheet with attachments on a
David Lee Boone which should

. be self-explanatory. Please

delete Mr. Boone from all your
mailing and registration records.

Thank you.

CONF015468



ADDENDUM FOR DAVID LEE BOONE

Registered as:

1. Englewood Police Department Post Exploring Advisor
1978 - 1981

2. Englewood Police Department Post Youth Member
1974 - 1976

* No unit record before 1974, unit record for 1977 not on file, but suspect
he was registered as an adult leader in '77 also.

AA /I
10/15/87

CONF015469
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Asnerica’s Boy Scout movement, pledg-
d to keep young men “morally straight,”
s i the throes of tryng to Keep child mo-
esters from enlering 3ts leadership ranks,

There huas been an increase nationwide
n the number of reporied cases of adult
seout teaders being ..?,Rma with sexually
nolesting boys and young men under their
superviston, sawd Barcley Bollas, spokes-
nan for the Boy Scouts of America at the
irgamization’s headguarlers m Irving,
Texas.

The problem has become so acute thatl

prevenbing child molestation ranks along-
side promoiing citizenship, camping skills
and other (raditional Scouling cencerns as
a top priority of the organization, locél and
national Scouting leaders say.

“We simply have 1o be prepared,” said
Denver-area Scouling executive Bill Ke-
phari, applying the Boy Scout molio 10 yel
another worry. “I've seen.more Suonm of
sexua} abuse in Scouting ‘M the past tew
years than ever before, But we're pulting
it'on the table and deabng with iL.”

In addition to the Boy Scouts, the Girl

Scouts, Big Brothers, Big Sisters and other
_organizations that rely on adult volunteers

to work with youths are w_nEVEm up el-
forts to prevent child molesters from on-

‘lering their ranks,

“We erT on the side of safely. I'm sure
we turn down applicants that weuld make
great Big Brothers,” said Bert Singleton,

- executive direclor of the oquEB:os in

Denver.

There are about 4 million Cub Scouts,
Boy Scouts and Explorer Scouts in {he Boy
Scouts of America, founded in 1816. More
than 32,800 Scouts live in the Denver area.

Since the beginning of 1987, more thana
dozen cases of sexual abuse invelving

“Seoul Jeaders and Scouls nationally have

act to keep molesters:

been reporte
Jeaders heli
tip of the ice
JustIasin
iy sherifl’'s
leadér was ¢
of four. yow
years.
cmsarmg
trust” as
ally mmmwzz
this year, Di
has charged,
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- more questions abouj- an appli-

cant’s personal background. The
additienal information, Scout offi-
cials believe, will help them spot
“red flags™ that may tip them off
to molesters. !

Applicants- are asked if they
have a criminal record. The nanjes
are checked against a natjonal list
of known child molesters,

But in Roone's case, he wasn't
asked to (il out un application for
Explorer leader because of his po-
sition as a sheriff's deputy and be-
cause he had a clean criminal re-
cord, said Douglas County Sheriff
Steve Zotos,

Boone also was allowed to be
alone with Explorer troops —
Scouls of both sexes between the
ages of 15 and 20 interested in vari-
6us careers and communily ser.
vice projects. One assaull took
place in a sheriffs patrol car, the
district attorney has charged.

“We no longer let the Explorer
leaders and Scouts ride alone,” Zo-
Los said. *‘We had a major setback,
but I still think we're one of the
better Explorer posts around,”

Mental health cxperts warn that
all volunteer applicants, from cler-
EY lo cops, should be thoroughly
screened,

“Is critical that a decent kind
of interview is conducted with the
applicant to these organizalions,”
said Dr. James Lauer, a psychia.
trist and clinical director at Mount
Airy Psychiatric Center in Denver.

Laver and others recommend
being wary of applicants who have
1o or very few close adult friends,
or who say they don't have any
adult male role models,

Big Brothers of Metro Denver,
the largest Big Brothers organiza-
tion in the country, already puts
applicants through an extensive
screeming process before an appli-
cant is chosen to be a Big Brother
to a boy without a father at home.

Some of the (rouble signs Big
Brothers looks for are the same as
Lauer's, The organization also is
wary of men who have a funda-
mentalist religious background,
are extremely anti-homosexual, or
are over-anxious to be accepted,

"Only 17 percent of those who in-
quire about being Big Brothers arg
accepled,” said Big Brother execy-
live dircctor Singlelon. “That's
hard to do when you have 3 waiting
st of 500 kids, but it's something
we have {o do.”

Singleton said the last time a Big
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