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[tx-Scoutin
leader faces
prison term

FROM IR

since s nrrest.

“1 teel that you must take
into necount all of David's De-
havior, not just the few in-
st w with boys,” Liter’s as-
. t Scoutimaster, Kevin 1.
Winnnipan, wrote Berripgnn,
“Divid hiae done a lot of good
for our Scout troop and the
community in general... 1is
onlyv defect is his sexual mis-
orientation and the instances
“where this has heen transmit-
Lo Loy bovs,™

Reannigan snid Liter invited
him to his house for prayer
mectings and rosary recitals,
He said he cut mistletoe and
helped park cars at the Penga-
coln Interstate Fair to raise
tunds for Boy Scouting fund-
raieers nnd soerificed time nnd
memes for troop functions.

Later's pastor, the Rev. Bren-
VL1 Heaship, soid students
parents praised Liter's
. ns u teacher in the
church’s eipghth-grade Youth
Eduention Program,

“1 i my hope that he will
receive o fair trial based on
proven focts rather than on a
newspnper frenzy to show r_m:
pailty before trinl,” Heaslip
saidd, “Should he be proven
guilty, it is my sincere prayer
that he be given whatever
Ceevseieat Y necearnry Lo Ley Lo

prison in sexual abusé

By Ginny Crayhiel
News Journal

An ex-Bov Scout Teader whe  leaded no
contest Wednesday to cli~ o8 Ve sexually
abused troop members uld Tace up to
seven years in stale priso.s,

Dovidd Charles Liter, 34, of Prenhnn
Road in Pensacoln, was chnrued with
repentedly abusing o Hvenr-old o 1987,
A Lhvenr-obd in 1987 and 1988, and n
Th-venr-old between 1977 nnd 19759,

Facambin Circuit Judpe John Parnham
will sentence Liter op July 5. Prosecutor
Tom Berripgan will recommend o 7-venr
term, the mnximum under state puide-

ines, but defense attorney Ron Davis will
arpae for nless severe sentence.,

Between 1997 and his nrrest Inst Febru-
ary, Liter led o troop that met ot S,
Anne’s Roman Catholie Chureh, Before

oT % 1

TCpPSac oL =

g \(%nn_;\\( .
oo P2

-

that, he participated in Boy Scouting il
Little Flower Catholic Church, 94

Liter, a house painter not repadarly en-
ployed, pained  troop members' confis
dence, then abused them, Escambin
County Sherill"s Department Tnvestipalop
Larry Lattimer said, Some incidents oge
curred on Boy Scout camp trips aghl
others at the sugpect’s home, the ::.r.w.;.
snicl. \

KN
When Liter was arvested, poarents of By

Scouts deseribed him as n Gireless, de
ated Teader and said they were shock
at the allepations apainst him. '

Court records contnin letters to the pros-
ceutor or defense attorney from nine peo-
ple, most of whom vrped that, Liter receiye,
house arrest or psyehiatric trentmend’
rather than a prison sentence. Liter haj

heen held in the Fscambin County Jail

.
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/A\ BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
b .
) National Office
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

National Crice
1323 Wainut Sl Lene

2.0. 3¢cx 132079, ¢ .r\:rg Texss 73013-207¢9

We appreciatz vour concern reletzd to he lezdershio of veuth. 1= s me
important thet the leaders of youtn tocday have high stendards of charazc=
Ine Boy Scouts of Americz has a definiza policy on how to cezl wizh
Ind viduals who have been accused of any improprieties. The indivicuzl
.medlcze1y suspenced as a lezcder while further information is gatherszg.
informetion czn he in *he form of stztesmenis from individuals, newspéger
clippings, cours records, or other documents that would substantieTsz thi
action. -
After the Bov Scouis are satisiied That the information is zblis 2
substantiats 3 serious concern, the individuzl is pPermenentiy suspenced
not elicwed 1o regisier in the future. Therz is an appezl procsss if 1A
indivicdual fe2ls z wrong has been dcne.
we would zppreciata any information you could giv wn.cﬁ would help
substantiate the concern which vou have. Scurces of informaticn ara ko
confidential. We also wan® o protect youth across the co untry.
Sincerzly,
—F

Paul Erast, D

je

ocCcc:

irector
Registrztion Service
Deavid Ross
F.~H. " Collins
David Park, S400
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By Ginny Graybiel

News Journa'

our leader, jailed
e of raping 2 troop

(2]
« (7}

o

o

S
)ﬂm‘{
§2

B » ¥
3)

narges of sexu

#O&ﬂ.mmﬁcwo:
way from the Liter
house on Treahnz -Roead.
xing people tu v for them i

D25t two yvears and
rapinz e third
ul il vears ago, ac-
Escambia =
{75 De. Liter

Larry Lattimer.
troop membar,”

- David Charies Liter is the

fternoon.
- Liter, 34, was arrested Wednesday at -
his Treahnz -Rosa
end charged wit
Pensacole Boy Scouts.

Roman Catnoli "neighbor said Friday u
man, who hea

:nty Gulf Cozs: Co.
D0W abuui whell

moiesting

8" A . : I1d often ask
h Sout 18, were o former scoutmasier cardwork,
couts ‘as dismissed - . &
_ A uis he wes Glsmissed iz was just 2 very, “nige person. - e
! the abuse aliegations suri You don't gt tha: from people. nov :
fof the state's homsless ! “He has always been t? i : - .Jw, P N
= believed 1o be losa! ; : ~ ] something was happani : iotl ... See ARREST, §a7] =
Foutonsthird o m‘,vou,. Qthzrsiates. A_ ) See FIVE MORE, 94 - .
feAmiT - T
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against ex-Scout leader

filed

FROM 14

However, the ehueely's pastor, the
Rev, Ravmond Rullins, raid, *“1'm
not discamsing the mnter,”

Parents of (he Linop memhers
sl they ware shuped by the
allegrition npind the  Greless
Sernptng "

“avid

er, L
inoan mevedibly  nice
person, said Patviein Cotton, “1 e
e s his e, hie offorls,
money. That this dale side s
faeed i our troop s Just heyvind
v selension,” ’

Lattimer said s itveestipetion
witst just begin g adthorgeh Ie D
interviewed abont 40 of the froop’s
G members and he phns to (nlk 1o
Al of them. ‘The Seouts rangpe in
ape from B to 14,

Liter pained the hoys' econfi.
denee, then abusisd them, Lattimer
sthel,

TIowns never an Plbeeal
yorur-neck or foreelul situntion,”
e snid,

The incidents have taken place
tor at least the past 11 News,
Lattimer sabl, Some of incidents
veenrred on Seont camping frips
s others at the suspees home,

i,

Fater is n hovse pinter bt s
not repnlarly employed, Tattinges
said Ve devcotos most of his time
to Sceowting nnd dees odd. johe,

Bowman, of the Boy Seanis’
counetd, said (he allepations wine
the dirst he's heard ayminat an nrea
seotifmaster,

“We pot on o dot of pood volun.
teers he said. “Wo et a0 b
apple aned it hrte thens, s lile
somchody spit an (heir halpe o
somiething,

“One day i sitting here work.
g onan asward of meit for alittle
buy from Navaare that jncked up n
el pulled Lis hrot her ot
the next duy i dealing with
this™

Bowman  said  he depends an
individual  troop  commit tees to
sereen  seoutmaster  applicants,
though  he eventunlly  approves
their applieations,  too, ot, e
said, when he gipned off nn appli.
eation, he was haviiend v saving e
applicant hind followed proper
procedure s Billing out forms,

arrest stuns neighborhood

FROM 1A

days, Me'd nlwavs come by
wave at me, I he sow me tilting
something too heavy lie'd stop nl
help e, Godwin sajd,

"Thev've alwavs heen
niee,” Godwin said, “14 hurts all
the neighhors out here for his

her, Mary, to hae

vodwin said Mary Liter wis
always one of the first people to
enll her houee f anvthing was
wrong,  wondering i she  could
help.

Codwin snid patish members of
St Ames Catholic Charely —
where My LHer atiends church
— were fipsel nlmx'lt the nrrest,

“We'lve pot a et pavinh
and we love gur rhurcl,” Godwin

very

Bowmmn said there are some
A0 mdalts werking in the conn.
vil's area, He snid the adolts aee
nsked on appliention forms §f
they'se pot o eriminn] history,

Mat, hie snid, “We're nol an
investipnlive unit. It's really o
verbal seveen,” .

Dowman snid ) loead applien.
tiong aré forwmided 18 the Boy
Seouts’ national oftice. He soaid the
national olfice mntehes the appli-
cations with a “confidential file”
ol Seout officials charped  with
eriminal pets, Tha, helps prevent
lnewn ehild abusers from heimgr.
hired na Seount teadets, Betandd,

“The Liter-investipation hegnn
Jans 29 as Mhe result ol fayo
anonymons telephone enlls, one (o
the Department of Health and
Rehabilitative Serviees and  the
other to Crimestoppers, Latiimer
s,

Bowman said e immedintely
suspended Liter, Shenif s jivesti-
frtors then sdentifieot {ywiy nlleped
victiths, .

Withedo - M‘;'l\‘lulu, tanother .
seoutmaster who  plang to - take
over Liter's duties, said the allegane
tions surprised him,

an open mingd.*

He soid that e children  nye
abused, they need o sUpportive
person (o talk with,

“Phat venlly bodes well for p
fubire ndjnstment,” he said.,

HIRS spokesman Sam White,
following departmental regnda.
tions, refused to confivny that the
NHeney wa § iading the Liter
“allepntion « that in any
sexug] alag HRS inferviews
evervbodye wha i involved, turn.
i over information,
to the State Altonney

Moast of the troon 1
SO ANNS phvishioners, prrents
saiel " Uhe 1ev. L bohn Lienri didd not
S twe telephoie enllg Frittay.

o

OFF SEASON
SPECIAL

Neptacoment Windows

Slorm Windows

Shding Glass Doors

Peachtren Untry Doors
Coll for Edirm!lc 5 e
RESIDINTIAL « COMMERCIAL.

WIN FREE WEEKEND
AT PERDIDO HILTON _ .
REGISTTR BY APPLYING FOR CREDIT] -

30% OFF WEDDING SETS

>

“There are n lot of people who
e upset ahout i, hye o, "'I'lwy
trustedd him so much )

He sid he naticed, hoywoever,
that Liter seemed i Blce Lo spend
agent denl of Gmn with the bhoys

LA

alter meetingt) , ; .
“Hat, as far as the hovs, there
was nothing [ conld see he was

A O et SRKOUATE CNOLOCISTS ' P
dmn“, wrong, .hc snid, ) SURRAKIEED UAIND

Mirando sajd  he objected  to CRADES
medine covernpe, heeanse such cov. '
erie would prevent U jssue from §___ / ]
i nwny.” k —

. . NESIGNS |,

"Weowould Tike (o bt it vide it ( - .

oul s hapefully  the bhays will TIHE JOW/ELLERY

DIAMOND CUTTERS * IMPORJERS
PLNSACOLA HILTOM

(

forpret alt nhowt 11, he said,
Froop membors parents met
Tuesday night with Departimoent
of Health and Rehabilitative Ser.
vices ehild-protection workers and
with Dr. John Dully, a clinical
sychologist invited hy TIRS,
"I'he mnin thing 1 emphingized
to the parents was tha regardloss
ol theiv feelings nhout ¢he weout.
MESEEr T wns impo tant Lo listen
to their Kids aned not b disheliev.
g e snid, 1 tokd themn to keep

438-5119

FRISTT
SEATOOD
WEEKEND
SPECIALS

snid, “\When somelhing hnppens to
one of vur parishoners, i1, happens
to us all, 1L apsets me so much |
can’t hardly stand it

HEFAD.ON R0OCK

SHRIMP o2 99¢
OYSTERS 34
STA DNASS

SHEEPHEAD 70
IMITATION $?99

1?2 Qz,
49
FILET 3
- Mary Liter conld not. he renched CRAB MEAT
for comment on Fridany,
One scout's parents s
stmned by the arvest, “David s
such o niwee person, you wounld
never in yvonn Jife imagine this,"
said Patricia Colton,

MOM.-SAT, 7:30-6:00
SUN. 7:30-5:00

All Kinds of Crab Moo,

Oyslers & Astorted Fith

vidd she was

She said (that during the Pensa-
coln Interstate Fair, (he ronp
yavised money by operating g
ll('.'\rh‘\' ’Hll'l(i”" concession,

“Diavied wirrked every nipht,” ghe : ‘o S .
sivid, s . . S ' !

Cotton snid she k. Nale | iMiarme @ )
about  Liter's activitios atslde VVl”h] ms bcn l‘OOd

720 South "C»
433-3905

Seouting, I, thought,
contracting vk,

he  did

Street )

nhers are -

B i e ]

e
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o,

a1ions arise
cout leader

¢
X3

yeples Liver, 24, the former

wcoulmaster, i eing held in the

Pseambia Couniy v ai] under $130,000
Sond. He is charged with three counts
of rape, two charges of lewd an
lascivious assauiton @ child and three
counts of sexual activity witha child.
Liter is accused of assaulting two
embers of 2 troop that meets at St.
Annpe's Roman Catholic Church within
he past two years. He also is accus
of nssaulting apother scout in 1977.
ceeambia County Sheriff's

intenviewed every SULAR
; ;

aveimber who a8 29
wim. He said he has recaives telephone
) !

cails from acu

1.
o
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March 29,

Pensacola, FL 32506

gar Ms. Moulder:

o

We appreciate your concern related to the leadership of youth. It is most
important that the leaders of youth today have high standards of character.

The Boy Scouts of America has a definite policy on how to deal with
individuals who have been accused of any improprieties. The individual 34
immediately suspended as a leader while further information is gathered. This
information can be in the form of statements from individuals, newspaper
clippings, court records, or other documents that would substantiate this
action.

After the Boy Scouts are satisfied that the information is able to
substantiate a serious concern, the individva)l is permanently suspend=gd
not aliowed to register in the future. There is an &ppeal process ir 1t
individual feels a wrong has been done.

énd
a

-
T

We would appreciate any information you could give which would help .,
substantiate the concern which you have. Sources of information are kept ‘
confidential. We also want to protect youth across the country. "

4 S

Since;ély, , T s, - . \

c ;
B K

- x ol E

[Py S mp 2 e

Sy f

_Péu] Ernst, ‘Director
Registration Service

v emmn e CONF010450
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GULF COAST COUNCIL s

440 UNIVERSITY PARKWAY « PENSACCLA, FL 32514
"”‘/‘/5 6336

=
t
(]
=
Q.
(@}
i~
1
rt
i
i

After careful review, we have cecided that your registration with the 3oy
Scouts of Azerica should be suspended. We are therefore compelled to request
that you sever zny relations that you =ay have with the 20y Scouts of America.
A refund of your registration fee is enclosed.

You should understand that BSA membership registration is a privilege and is
not zutomatically granted to everyome who epplies. We reserve the r ght to
suspend registration whenever there is a concern that an individual may aot
meet the high standards of membership which the 3SA seeks to provide for

American youth.

If you wish to have this decision reviewed by the council review committee,
please write to =me within 60 days of the date of this letter, explainiag your
version of the facts supperting your claina that your registrztion as a 38A
zember should be reinstated. The procedures for a review of this decision zre
attached,

Sincerely yours,

Serving Youth In Northwest Florida and South Alzbama
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o o
GULF COAST COUNCIL

8440 UNIVERSITY PARKWAY » PENSACCLA. FL 32514
C04/476-8336

APPLICANT PROCZDURE FOR REQUESTING REVIZW
OF DECISION DENYING REGISTRATION

2. Upcn receipt of the writ 1
local council s 1 appoint a committee to review the situation.

seated, and, ia

tea request for review, the president of the

t a review of this
tten requesct fro the
fact

ion,

3. The appointed committee should review the facts pres
addition, =may interview any persons whose testimeny zight assist the
committee in discovering the trust and arriving zt 2 correct decis
4. A confidential report will be given to the applicant setting forth

decision of the committee,

>. The applicant may - if h

e
Tequest a review from the regional director.

6. If the regional review does not satisfy the zpplicant, he or she
for further review by the National Coumcil. The decision by the \
Council is final, '

or she does not agree with the decision ~
regio

Serving Youth In Northwest Florida and South Alabama
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