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\ Scout leader’s ouster draws mixed reaction

, mlssal

who lS a mamtcnance worker for
“the city, will lose his job as a result
of the publicity..

But,she doubted other- parents
would push for his reinstatement.
... “When it comes down to it, ev-

eryone says they are behind him,

By Andrea Zenfz
Milford Bureau Chief

! MILFORD — A recent. deci-"}
siofh.do bamsh a Boy Scout leader,

mbﬁg some parents and
Scouts W?!Q;kni‘a% the man. But; he said.
“others applaiediithevousting. : - Her husband,’ Emest Elhs Sr.
,ponald Fricke, 41, @f‘%dford -agreed, -

gonvicted in I@ég of ndlmg\; : “Most people are too 1azy,” he
By SEGut when he'waga Scout- saxd .
masteﬁ .2l Ok Settler’s Boy Scout = He’ commended Fricke's ac-
Camp in: xMifford, .court remrds co! phshments ig Boy Scouts. .
say. The Qummpna;;rtouncn! asked .. 2"Hg has given his all 10 Scout-
for Fricke's resxgmixonxg’&gr learn- 'g& L
! d two Bgct fo#“fﬁe kids in' the city.”
weeks ago. | : & mgst:ERis gaid it is unfair to
Shirley Ellis, the mother af, @ make Fﬁekexéﬁ;&y for a crime he

~committedyeas ago.

America for removing Fricke frorﬂ eQmiplete about- -facg’™zhe, said.
the orgamzatlon and criticized the " “Yggseﬁr«exnow trymg i‘uhf gg‘am 19
newspapers’ account of the dis-- yeafs | mﬂei‘*
Fricke worked -with:the.  “Thet#

but no one wants-to get mvolved .

said. “*He has done a lot of :

: *'This -indivadpal -has made:a

however, charactenzed Fricke's
banishment as just.

I feel a bank robber gets a sec-
ond chance, but 1 have seven
kids,” she said, “I'd like to lead the

group of mothers who go afier this

.guy or someone like him.”

She praised the newspaper stor-
ies about Fricke and the screening
process of volunteer organizations.

“If they (reporters) have facts, |
want to see it blazed in the paper,”
she said. “And, I honestly feel
there should be more scrutiny (in
selecting volunteers).”

Edward Quirk, whose son is a
member of the Order of the Arrow,
also said the council correctly re-
moved Fricke. "
~ “His leadership makes parents
question other leaders,” he said.
“Once convicted, a rule is a rule,
He should not be in a responsible
position with boys.”

Quirk said the story probably

“ﬁo many bad peg@’lﬁ; pever would have surfaced if the -

boys in the Order of the Arrow, a out there, ibuxs’*ydsa,c plck the wps**’ s**’coubr]lcﬂ had dealt wnh the
. proble
g g ﬂi‘ewcouncxl ‘Jeadership can’t

Scouting honor program. he added.. &

“Don told me the Scouting, esi

)

.- sociation lawyers said they: would -sioner Rita Burke o?“\‘e}éstwﬁaven,

. not want her sons in an org,amza-

 main a member, she added. ., .

" Whoever is doing this is rummg
vmm (Fricke),” she ‘said. . R

" be afraid because of the picture," .

back -him 100 ‘percent,” she said.y . o B
“The parems were behind hxm lOO '
percent,” ~ .

Ellis, of Mllford sald she does

tion that goes back on its word.
. But one of her sons plans.to re- -

Ellis said Fricke always had’ pro-
vided encouragement for her son.
“My son came home in tears. "

She also chastised the newspa-
per’s illustration of a Boy Scout
hovering beneath a shadowy- fig-
ure, saying she does not want her
children to see it. “I think they'd

“she said. .
Eéhs said she is womed Frxcke

§'<

cIeatgns o‘Wn house, then the news-

Plaintiff's Exhibit 637
Page 7 of 74

paper has an obligation to print the
story,” he said. “If they had knowl-
edge before your contacting them,
they should have dealt with it in-
s(ead of sweeping it under the
rug.”

Jane Platt, a parent of a Milford
Boy Scout, said she has mixed feel-
ings about the ousting. Fricke
should be given another chance,
she said, but she realizes that move
would leave parents wondering
whether there are other Scouting
leaders with similar records.

She said the newspaper stories
smacked of ‘“muckraking,” but
that does not mean they should
have been suppressed. She also
faulted the story for having no real
basis, since there was no current
danger.

Richard Burdick of West Haven
said the council should have han-
dled the incident in confidence.

“I think both articles were un-
timely,” he said, noting Boy Scouts
of America celebrates its 75th an-

. niversary Friday.

_“It’s Scouting week,” said Bur-
dick, a member of the Order of the

.- Arrow. “This kind of gives.them a
-black eye.”

He accused the newspaper of

.sensationalizing the story.

“l don’t think it's right,” he

+said. “Its like a boy stealing a can-

d x-amount of years ago
P and there has been no

*mpcuuon

asEn

#lwo, gégng members of Ihe Or-

der, s*Trower of Hamden
msand Mi %ib Earold of Milford,

Aaxxxr

, ““f mu;ik kids C#; have fiast in

hlm g ower said. “Bul xiafehs
may “ﬁm :la'éve trust in him“‘ e
. Kennéth:Pgwse, council exécu-
tive of the @mnmpnac Council #
Hamden, refused to cornoment




