
Plaintiff's Exhibit 377 
Page 26 of 53

ING OUTLOOK 
Thun.. Aptil 39. 1977—3 

Scoutmaster 
Accused Of 
Child Molesting 

A 40-year-otd Sanla Monica 
scoutmaster has been booked on 
suspicion of child molesting in con
nection with alleged sexual miscon
duct involving three Santa Monica 
boys, one of whom attended the 
man's scout meetini; at Franklin 
Elementary School, police re
port pd. 

Michael Allen Ross of 1519 2Slh 
Street was arrested Tuesday at a 
Marina del Rev employmenl agen
cy. where he works as a counselor, 
lie was being held today on $25,000 
bail. 

Ross, who is the leader of Boy 
Scout Troop 222. was taken into 

' custody following an investigation 
by Santa Monica and Los Angeles 

• police. 
v 

. Police said their investigation 
began in March after an informant 

' gave them slides showing men 
engaging in lewd acts with children. 

; The slides allegedly came from 
Ross's home in Venice. He later 

. moved to Santa Monica. 

" Venice police reportedly have 
linked Ross to a child-molesting in
cident involving two of the boys, 
ages U and 14. That incident 

.. allegedly occurred in Venice last 
- July. Ross reportedly met one of the 
•• boys through scouting. Santa 
; Monica police said. 

A Santa Monica police represcn-
tative said investigators are inter
viewing several members of Troop 
222. The representative added that 
one boy. who was not a member of 

- the troop but who attended Monday 
night meetings at Franklin School. 

• •.. said Ross molested him during a 
. recent meeting. 
• The spokesman said a complaint 

was to be sought from the district 
attorney's office against .Ross in 
connection with that incident 

" Venice and Santa Monica police. 
: armed wjth a search warrant signed 
•• by Santa Monica Municipal Judge 
" Robert Thomas, went to Ross's : 
' home Tuesday and confiscated 

" camera equipment and numerous 
undeveloped rolls of film. Police 

- were unable to say if there were any 
' lewd pictures in any of the material 

confisrated. 
A .•'pokesmnn for Hie Boy Scouts 

' f'.rrat Western Council said Ross 
. ' has been leader o( Troop 222 for the 

p.isl Pyears and has served as a 
v i i t i n t e e r  w i t h  t h e  o r p a n i M i m n  f o r  
( h f  .  \r:ir*.  
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